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OWN CARS & TRUCKS 


FOR $200 OR LESS! 


Let me show you how you can own cars 
and trucks for $200 or less. That's Right! 
Beautiful sports cars, luxury sedans, four- 
wheel-drives, pick-ups, and vans. 

A short while ago I discovered a fantastic 
way to own automobiles. I have already used 
it 5 times to own four cars and one truck, 
two of which only cost me $100 each. 

Before | discovered this secret I was like 
most people - spending thousands and thou- 
sands of dollars on automobiles. Fact is, I 
had just "wasted" over $6500 on a four-wheel 
drive truck. 

That money is gone, but I won't ever waste 
money like that again! Now I can own all my 
cars and trucks for $200 or less. You can 
too! 

You can use the same method I do. Use it 
to own sports cars, foreign sedans, and con- 
version vans. Drive them. Show them off to 
your friends! They don't have to know you 
are owning them for $200 or less. 

My method is simple, and absolutely legal. 
It doesn't require you to do anything dishon- 
est, or have any special skills. It can work 
for teachers, factory workers, housewifes, 
students, professionals - most anyone who can 
legally own and operate an automobile. 

This IS NOT leasing, government sales or 
surplus, auctions, repossessions or anything 
like that. It is my one-of-a-kind proven way 
to own beautiful automobiles for $200 or 
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less. No strings attached! 


No gimmicks! 
After learning this secret, you will never 
again have to waste thousands of dollars on 
the automobiles you own. 


Here are some testimonials from people who 
have read and used my information: 


9 James, your secret is incredible! I 
used to own a fantastic truck for less than 


$85. I wish I had known about this years 
ago. Charles M., Florida 
e James, I admit I was skeptical at 


first, but this method really does work for 
women. It is truly the poor person's way to 
own fancy cars. Cindy D., Atlanta,Georgia 


My method works. I guarantee it! Iam so 
sure you will be thrilled with this informa- 
tion that I am offering a FULL MONEY 
BACK GUARANTEE. Examine my secret 
in the privacy of your home. If for any 
reason you are not totally satisfied, just 
return the undamaged material for a full 
refund. No questions asked! 

Order today so you don't miss out on my 
amazing discovery. Be the envy of all your 
friends and neighbors when they see your 
driveway full of shiny cars, and trucks that 
you own for $200 or less. 


STOP WASTING MONEY! LEARN THE 
POOR MAN'S WAY TO OWN FANCY CARS! 


Cars & Trucks, Dept K 
Post Office Box 6930 
Tallahassee, FL 32314 


Yes, I want to learn your 
secret to owning cars for 
$200 or LESS! Enclosed is 
$10, plus $1.50 shipping 
and handling. If I am not 


ZIP 


totally satisfied, I can 
return it for a FULL 
REFUND! 
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READY-TO-RUN, Runs on desk top for many 
fun-filled hou in AAT battery (not incl) 
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Deluxe Revolving Police Style 
Warning Light Only $8.98 
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noises better imagined than described. Just squeeze 
38) snd heads will turn to see who did it, Add alittle Stench 
Spray (our #4778) and people will leave FAST! Only 
2" high, bul a giant funmaker, 2 or more,ss: 50 each. 


4778 Stench Spray . 


length 16-inch dummy with control to operate mouth and move 
head No practice needed 


MAIL ORDERS FOR ALL ITEMS ON THIS PAGE TO 


Johnson Smith Company 


Dept. B-77, 4514 19th Court E., Bradenton, Florida 34203 
Things You Never Knew Existed Since 1974 
100% SATISFACTION OR YOUR MONEY BACK 
1987 JSC Reproduction Prohibited 
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Blackhead 
Remover 


Looks like attractively bound book bul opens 


Perfect Posture 
{o reveal combination lock sale Keep valu- 


Brace 


End stouching! Look able papers, jewels, money, eto hidden 
our tallest & most Keep your skin oof blackheads | AWAY 4xbxt 
H val 4012 Book Sale ....,. \. $2.95 


confident. improve 
YOUr Posture eitenntly 
comtlor, Fuatharigtit 
dlastic brace guntly 


Patenlod vacuum achon tits biack 
hwads oul 
squeezing 
Guaramteed For men & women 


without pinching Gr 
Genie Sale Fast 


\ 
| 
PUlS shoulders back 
gives Suppor needed \ 454) Blackhead Soft-Shot Pellet 
Jar good poste witty \ 
Gut stan or discomton. Ganmat be detected Removers $350 Police Style 


Assault Weapon 
Repca of SWAT (eam sawed off shotgun 
shoots up to 200 pellets in ane loading 

Fird welt) One OF Death hands on Weapon With 

Pistol Op. rapid purnpeaction — fring 


Under clihwiy Adjustable size Machine 
warsh & dry. Made in US, 
4776__ Pertect Posture $4.98 


MMR STINK SPRAY 


Big Bang Fun Snaps 


Real BangWp 


< 
Stench 5 ihe a Orr com! Uae mochanem, lront& rear sighting, (op loading 
turer hat ae fiioio Gives GIG | pe 2 Amma chamber. wovtoned highumpact put 
CEEEEEE fies plant stinks for days, dusta | PANG! Amaz- fie includes 200 soft vinyl pellets. 18 
little spray, everybody wants | "aly !oud, yor 4500 Assault Shotgun .,..,. $5.50 
Stench to know who did IT. We cant | YO" ea pop bas 4454 Extra Ammo (250 peliets) $1.00 
ray " ryder therm between 8 
p think of a batter way ta.got not | it isis \ 


wowanted guests 4 oz 
can 2 for $5,968 


4776 Stench Spray 


spray 


without harm. Box of 200. 
2062 Fun Snaps 


Mouth Harp ee 
MOUTH HARP OR POCKET sf) a) 
GUITAR, Ever popular , 
pity, Exvatont value 
Hy fis in pocket, With instru: 


bons 
2912, Mouth Harp 


$3.50 


Leather Bull Whip 
Crack iho whip. Wig fits hand naturally 
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on end Woven hand plat. Genuine leather 
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Pradlnet aate Things You Never Knew Existed! 
oisemake| Meare AMOUS Catalog Of Novellas. pranks. jokes. Clolh patches, hobbies. 
scieniilic supplies, tun-mrakers, planes & boats, gadgets, time- savers, photo 
Devious device is EA 4 optical goods jewelry, disguises, music nell Com. puczien ' 
easy lo hide jn 7 facies, bikes & accessories, telescope inks, office and arts! supplies, ' 


— Bogines, Moors. Sports, books, models, magic, much more. 
Yes - Send Me Your Catalog. |have enclosed 25¢ postage 


JOHNSON SMITH COMPANY 
Dept. 8-77, 4514 19th Court E., Bradenton, Florida 34203 


TOTAL PRICE 


your hand when 
making “natural” 


HOW MANY 


Device deve sve 
$330 


Ventriloquist Dummy 
SALE! $1.98 


Exclusive 
\ Import Bargain 
fe Make Hiin Move, 
; Act Life-Like, 
Seem To Talk, 
Sings, Laugh 


NO C.0.D. Send check or money order (which you can get at 
post office, bank, drug store), Canadian & foreign orders must 
add $2.00 extra shipping/handling, Use any extra paper if 
needed. Money Back Guarantee, 


at once Make tum sit, stand. 


éven dance and act alivet Fully dressed in colortul tailored sunt Prirt Naina 
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Koloff: A change in attitude 


| & CROSSFIRE: 


NIKITA KOLOFF 

Is the turnaround in “The Russian 
Nightmare’s” attitude for real? Wres- 
tling 87 editors Bill Apter and Eddie 
Ellner grill Koloff to find out 


22a TO HEAD: 


MICHAEL HAYES VS. 

TERRY GORDY 

Freebird vs. Freebird. If turmoil within 
the team nipped them apart and 
forced such a match, who would win? 
Four experts predict an outcome 


Dewey; 87: 


LEX LUGER 

The 1986 Rookie of the Year talks 
about his move to the World Champi- 
onship area and his association with 
The Four Horsemen 


32 SOLID GOLD! 


THE MIDNIGHT ROCKERS 

WIN THE AWA TAG TEAM BELTS! 
Marty Jannetty and Shawn Michaels 
prove that hard work and persistence 
will be rewarded with success and 
acclaim 


“FOR TODAY’S WRESTLING FAN” 


Andre: The legend explained 


34 THE COMPLETE GIANT: 
EVERYTHING YOU ALWAYS 
WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT 
ANDRE. ..AND MORE! 

You know all about his exploits in the 
ring, but this incredible feature will tell 
you what it’s like to grow up a giant in 
a world made for much smaller 
individuals 
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WARNING TO THE FANS: 

YOUR CHEERS MIGHT CRIPPLE 
KERRY VON ERICH! 

Kerry’s return to the ring, while pleas- 
ing to World Class fans, might not be 
a medically sound move. Indeed, Ker- 
ry may be nsking permanent injury by 
coming back too soon! 


42 THE PRIVATE SIDE: 

BILLY JACK HAYNES 

Join Wrestling 87 as we join this mus- 
cular WWF star as he travels around 
sunny south Florida during a relaxing 
afternoon off 


VOLUME 5 NUMBER 2 


Von Erich: Is he returning too soon? 


44 501 DECIDE: 


SHOULD THERE BE ONE 

UNIFIED WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP? 
Do you think that the NWA, WWF, 
and AWA titles should be merged un- 
der a single heavyweight champion? 
Read the arguments on either side of 
the issue and cast your vote today 
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SHOW THE WORLD 


YOU’RE A TRUE WRESTLING FAN! 
NOW AVAILABLE © 


A FULL LINE OF TOP-QUALITY 
MERCHANDISE FROM THE LARGEST- 
SELLING, MOST RESPECTED 
WRESTLING MAGAZINE IN THE WORLD 


(estlin 


ILLUSTRATED 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED T-SHIRT 
A favorite among wrestling fans for years. These high-quality, silk- 
screened shirts are a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton 
and 50% long-wearing polyester. The official Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated T-shirt is crimson-red with white lettering and comes in 
a selection of four sizes: small, medium, large, and extra large. 
Only $7.00. 


PWI T-SHIRT 


PWI BUMPER STICKER 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED CAP 
The perfect companion to the PWI T-shirt. A bright crimson-red 
hat emblazoned with a white Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo in 
unique raised lettering for a spectacular three-dimensional look 
and feel. Be the first fan in your neighborhood to wear one! Top- 
quality, long-wearing—one size fits all. Only $7.00. 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED “SKYFLYER” 
Get ready for summer fun the whole year-round with the only 
flying disc to bear the official Pro Wrestling Illustrated name. A 
bright red disc with yellow and white lettering, the PW/ ''Skyflyer’’ 
is constructed of sturdy plastic for years of enjoyment. A full 9¥% 


PWI CAP inches in diameter. Only $5.00 PWI BUTTON 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED BUMPER STICKER 
The Pro Wrestling Illustrated |ogo is reproduced in dynamic red 
on a bright yellow background. This giant sticker (3% inches by 
15 inches) is specially made of high-quality vinyl for easy 
application and removal. A guaranteed eye-catcher wherever you 
place it! Only $2.00. 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED BUTTON 
Wear the Pro Wrestling Illustrated button proudly on your shirt, 
jacket, or hat to show the world you love pro wrestling. A sturdy 
button with safety pin backing, the official PW/ button is oblong in 
shape and measures 134 inches by 234 inches. Dynamic red logo 
on bright yellow background. Only $1.00. 


SPECIAL BONUS OFFER: DELUXE SUPERFAN PACKAGE! 
ALL FIVE ITEMS! YOU'LL RECEIVE: ONE T-SHIRT, ONE HAT, 
ONE SKYFLYER, TWO BUMPER STICKERS, AND TWO 
BUTTONS! THAT'S A $25.00 VALUE FOR THE SPECIAL LOW 
PRICE OF ONLY $19.95 (save over $5.00!) THE PERFECT 


PWISKYFLYER BIRTHDAY OR HOLIDAY GIFT FOR ANY WRESTLING FAN! 2ELUXE PACKAGE 

[oe ee ee ek ee ee Be be ee ee ee Pee ee ee ee ee 
Send To: MINIMUM ORDER $2.00 
TV SPORTS 
Box 48 


Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
Make checks payable to TV SPORTS, INC. 


NAME 
ADDRESS APT 
CITY STATE ZIP 


Minimum order: $2.00. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. U.S. | 
funds only. Do not send coins. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. | 
SHIRT SIZE (Small [Medium (\Large (XLarge Foreign orders please add $3.00. 


OPENING BELL 


ARNING! BEFORE YOU read “The Complete Giant: Everything You 

Always Wanted To Know About Andre. . . And More!” (page 34), 
grab a sandwich and something to drink, make yourself very comfortable, 
and get ready fora story the likes of which you have never seen before ina 
wrestling magazine. 

If you were a wrestling fan in 1981, this story might be familiar to you. It 
first appeared in Sports Illustrated in the December 21, 1981, edition. I read it 
at that time and was tremendously impressed. Never before had a story so 
deeply explored the life of this complex man. It is easy to write about the An- 
dre that we all see: the 7’5", 497-pound wrestling legend. It is easy to look at 
Andre and label him a freak of nature. But there is a man within that huge 
frame, a man who few people have ever taken the time and effort to truly 
understand. 

Dr. Terry Todd authored the story that first appeared in SI. Todd, a former 
national powerlifting and weightlifting champion, teaches at the University of 
Texas in Austin and holds a doctorate in physical education, providing hima 
unique perspective on the workings of the human body, even one that is 
over a foot taller and 200 heavier than his own. Todd did extensive research 
into Andre’s background and, before wniting the monumental story, spent a 
week on the road with the wrestler. 

After reading the story, one can understand how a man can be one of the 
most recognized celebrities in the world, yet still be a very lonely individual. 
If you have had trouble understanding why Andre spumed his friendship 
with Hulk Hogan and, more important, risked incurring the wrath of the fans 
who have always been so important to him, this story will give you some in- 
sight into the man and possibly provide some answers. 

Why bring back a story that was written more than six years ago? A com- 
bination of two reasons. |) After 21 years in the sport and just a short time 
from retirement, Andre the Giant has elevated himself to a new level of noto- 
nety. Rather than leave the sport with his undefeated record and massive 
popularity intact, he has risked it all for one last chance to fulfill a lifelong 
dream. For this he deserved the main event at WrestleMania III and all the 
media attention he has received. 2) If ever there was required reading for 
wrestling fans, Todd's story on Andre is it. A fan who is 17 years old today 
was |] when the story first appeared. It is doubtful that too many 11 year olds 
read Sports Illustrated, so apparently, a large segment of Wrestling 87's read- 
ers are unaware of this story. 

For those who have read it and didn’t save it, the story is something that 
we felt you would like to see again, particularly in light of Andre's recent res- 
wrrection. For those of you who did save it (or those of you with incredible 
memories), you will notice that there have been certain omissions and addi- 
tions made to keep the story up-to-date. 

All changes were made with the approval of Todd, who, upon granting us 
the rights to run the story, said he “was flattered that the wrestling communi- 
ty would still remember the story.” 

We're happy to bring it toa new segment of that community. |! 
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THE INSULT 


THAT 


BE TOUGH! 


I MEAN REALLY TOUGH? = MADEA MAN 


OUT OF ‘MAC’ 
My method of DYNAMIC-TENSION gives you results 


you can feel and your friends will notice. Big, useful 4 HEY! QUIT KICKING 
muscles. Gain pounds in weight where needed. — 


Lose “pot belly.” Take a good honest look at your- 

self! Are you proud of your body — or are you satisfied 

to go through life being just “half the man” you could be? 

No matter how ashamed you are of your present physi- Uo 
cal condition — or how old or young you are — the 

“sleeping muscles already present in your body can (i 
turn you intoa REAL man! Believe me, I know : 
— because I was once a skinny, scrawny 97-pound 
half-alive weakling! People used to laugh at my 
build and make fun of me. I was ashamed to 
strip for sports or the beach . . . shy of girls 
. .. afraid of healthy competition. 


HOW | CHANGED FROM A 
97 LB. WEAKLING TO A REAL MAN. 


One day, I discovered a secret that 
changed me from a timid, frightened 
scarecrow into “The World's Most 
Perfectly Developed Man" — a “magic 
formula” that can help turn you, too, 
into a marvellous physical specimen * 
...a REAL man from head to toe... 
a man who STANDS OUT in any crowd! 
What's my secret? “DYNAMIC-TENSION" — 
the natural method! No theory. No gadgets or 
contraptions. You just do as I did. Simply take the 
“sleeping” muscles already present inside your own body 
— build them up — use them every day in walking, 
bending over, reaching, even sitting! Almost before 
you know it, you're covered with a brand-new suit of 
beautiful, rock-hard SOLID MUSCLE! 
SEND FOR FULL INFORMATION AND 
7 DAY TRIAL OFFER. 
So sure am | of how fast *‘Dynamic-Tension’’ 
works that | make this offer to you. Try my course 
for 7 days and in even that short period of time you 
will have results that not only you can feel, but your 
friends will notice, or it costs you nothing. 

WRITE NOW! 
CHARLES ATLAS Dept 1S 
P.O. Box D. Madison Square Station. New York. NY 10159 


DO YOU WANT... 


A MUSCULAR 
CHEST? 


WIN THIS 
VALUABLE 
TROPHY 


( _USTEN HERE. °D SMASH YouR \ 
? FACE ONLY YOU'RE SO SKINNY You ) 
\\_ MIGHT DRY UP AND BLOW AWAY. 


r IM SICK AND TIRED OF 
BEING A SCARECROW! CHARLES 
ATLAS SAYS HE CAN GIVE ME A 
| 2EAL S007, ALL RIGHT! MLL GAMBLE 
GET 


va . 


BOY! (T CION'T TAKE ATLAS LONG TD 
CO THIS FOR ME! WHAT MUSCLES! THAT 
BULLY WON'T SHOVE ME AROUND AGAIN! 


Outline 
courses in 

JIU JITSU-KARATE, 
BOXING » WRESTLING 
FEATS OF STRENGTH, 

HAND BALANCING 


MAGNETIC 
BIG ARM MUSCLES? POWERFUL LEGS? PERSONALITY? 


(there's THAT BIG STIFF woe ) 
SHOWING OFF IN FRONT OF 
GRACE AND THE CROWD. 
WELL IT'S MY TURN 
THIS TIME! 
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FEEDBACK 


. Readers’ comments are invited. 
Send them to; Feedback; Wrestling 87, Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571. 
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Hulk Hogan listens to the referee and breaks the hold on Paul Ormdorff. Deb Smith doesn’t agree 
with Associate Editor Eddie Ellner, who wrote that Orndorff was cheated out of the WWF title when 


the referee was knocked out. 


man on the inside and I wish him all 
the luck in the world. I truly believe 
he’s changed. Magnum, get well 
soon. Wrestling isn’t the same with- 
out you. 

“Paul Omdorff: He Couldn't Be 
Hulk Hogan, So He Must Destroy 
Him” was the only article in the mag- 
azine I didn't like. You’re right, Paul 
can’t even be half the man Hulk Ho- 
gan is. Hogan’s a good champion 
and Paul can’t ever be Hulk Hogan. 
There’s only one Hulk Hogan and 
that’s the one with the receding hair- 
line. The part of the article I didn't 
like was when Ellner said Paul was 
cheated out of his title when the ref- 
eree was knocked out. Well, Ellner, 
what about all the times Rick Morton 
had Ric Flair pinned oh-so-long when 
the ref was “accidentally” knocked 
out? I always thought you didn't 
know what you were talking about, 
and this proved it. 

DEB SMITH 
York Haven, PA 


DeBEERS WILL GET HIS! 

An open letter to Col. DeBeers: 
Hey, you bigot, you're full of bull! I 

read your disgusting interview in 


A FAVORABLE REVIEW 

Your Spring 1987 issue was 
packed with many well thought-out 
articles. The ‘Crossfire’ interview 
with Col. DeBeers really showed 
what kind of an ignorant man he is. I 
commend Bill Apter for telling him 
off, but I also agree with Eddie Ellner 
(for the first time in my life) that 
DeBeers should be allowed to voice 
his opinions. 

The “Interview 87” with Kerry Von 
Erich showed what a caring person 


he is. It also showed me he’s very 
determined to come back to wrestle, 
and I do believe he will. I wouldn't 
wish what happened to him on any- 
one, even though I don’t particularly 
care for the Von Enchs all that much. 

The article on Nikita Koloff, “I Cry 
For Magnum T.A.” was wnitten su- 
perbly and I thoroughly enjoyed it. 
Nikita’s putting everything on the 
line to help Dusty Rhodes and stand 
up for Magnum T.A. I never thought 
I'd say this, but Nikita’s a very caring 


“Crossfire” (Spring 1987) and I almost 
got sick. 

If you’re so good, why don't you 
go and wrestle the likes of Junkyard 
Dog, Tony Atlas, and Kamala? | 
know any of them would kick your 
skinny little butt. These “chocolate 
wonders” might surprise you. 

I may not be black, but I have re- 
spect for my fellow man. I wrote this 
letter in honor of all the black people 
and I hope they will join together to 
get rid of you apartheid bigots. 


THE WWF IS THE GREATEST SHOW ON EARTH 


By Justin C. Baize 

I’m really not so sure why I am wasting my time with 
this letter, because there is very little possibility that you 
will actually print this in your magazine, but it is just 
something I’ve got to get off my chest. 

Why do you call the WWF a circus? I don’t see any 
clowns, trapeze artists, sword swallowers, knife throwers, 
elephants, etc. What I do see is a bunch of wrestlers who 
left the other federations for, more than likely, better 
competition. I see that Kamala, Butch Reed, Dick Slater, 
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Jake Roberts, and Koko B. Ware have left the UWF. 

The UWF calls itself a federation. Ha! If you ask me, it 
was better off as Mid-South. I remember just recently the 
UWF was packed full of talent. All of a sudden, 65 per- 
cent of that talent left. Not to mention the ones named 
above, what about Dick Murdoch, Buzz Sawyer, Kortsia 
Korchenko, and The Sheepherders? And how come Ric 
Flair never comes to defend his title anymore? 

Ric Flair! What a laugh! You always emphasize how 
much he defends the title. Just about the only people he 


If Col. DeBeers is as superior to the blacks as 
he says he is, writes Felix Madsen, he should 
wrestle someone like Tony Atlas or Junkyard 


Dog. 

As for you, DeBeers, you better 
watch out. I’m sure many people 
would like to get their hands around 
your neck. 

FELIX MADSEN 
Merced, CA 


A TOUCHING STORY 

I've just finished reading the Wres- 
tling 87 article, “Nikita Koloff: ‘I Cry 
For Magnum T.A.!’” I have got to 


FEEDBACK 


say that of the thousands of articles I 
have read in hundreds of wrestling 
magazines, this article was the most 
moving one I’ve ever read. As soon 
as I started reading it I cried; indeed, 
as I wnite this letter I’m near tears 
again. I can still clearly remember 
my hatred for Nikita—and for all Rus- 
sians—whenever I heard him 
badmouthing Dusty Rhodes, Mag- 
num T.A., or The Road Warriors. 
But now, as I’ve seen Dusty and 
Nikita (a.k.a. The Superpowers) in nu- 
merous TV appearances together, 
I’ve grown to realize just how stupid 
my hatred for him was. More than 
anything, I hope that Mr. 
Rosenbaum’s fantasy tums into reali- 
ty. It would be the best thing wres- 
tling has ever seen for Magnum and 
Nikita to become NWA World tag 
team champions. For now, I’d settle 
for seeing Dusty and Nikita take the 
tag team belts from the so-called 
champs, The Gruesome Twosome— 
Rick Rude and Manny Fernandez. 
Nikita, I’m sure I speak for many 
wrestling fans when I say how much 
admiration I now have for you. 
You're the greatest. 
GARY SCHABER 
Ft. Wayne, IN 


ROCKER NELSON 

At first I wasn’t sure, but now I am: 
Larry Nelson of the AWA is the 
worst announcer in wrestling. Let me 
tell you why. 

On the night The Midnight Rock- 
ers won the AWA World tag team 
tile from Buddy Rose and Doug 
Somers, the Rockers were led to the 
ring by Larry Nelson. I couldn’t be- 
lieve it! Worse yet, Nelson was wear- 


ing sunglasses and a zebra vest like 
the one the Rockers wear. He 
looked ridiculous. 

Throughout the match, Nelson 


openly cheered for Jannetty and Mi- 
chaels. This supposedly unbiased an- 
nouncer was blatantly rooting for one 
team over another. Now, I’m no fan 
of Rose and Somers, but Nelson’s be- 
havior was totally uncalled for. 


Buddy Rose asks Larry Nelson why he’s wear- 
ing a Midnight Rocker vest. Reader Al Robertson 
has the same question. 


But he did the most stupid thing of 
all after he finished interviewing the 
Rockers. He tumed to the camera 
and said something like ‘Get ready 
for the age of the Rockers!” and he 
tried to sound really excited. His get- 
ting overexcited like that would have 
put the hyperactive Vince McMahon 
to shame. 

If the AWA doesn’t hurry up and 
get a decent replacement for the idi- 
otic Nelson, I will stop watching their 
TV shows once and for all. 

AL ROBERTSON 
Madison, WS (J 


will wrestle are Dusty Rhodes, Nikita Koloff, and Road 
Wamior Animal. Sometimes he'll travel to some miniature 
promotion, but usually he just hangs around the World 
Championship area, spitting all over the place. 
Speaking of World Championship Wrestling, what's so 
great about it? All I ever see is a wrestler run into the 
ving, hit the wimpy prelim bum a few times, and pin him. 
I never see any scientific wrestling. Another thing, why 
don’t they have any ring announcers? Why don't they 
hold their matches in an arena, instead of a TV studio? 


Afraid no one would show up? 

In my opinion, the WWF is the greatest federation 
there is. Their TV shows are exciting and fun to watch. 
They usually have two main events. That’s two more than 
World Championship Wrestling. I prefer to see Randy 
Savage defend his Intercontinental belt against Billy Jack 
Haynes than watch Tully Blanchard defend his television 
title against Todd Champion. Wouldn’t you? 

(The writer is a wrestling fan from Weatherford, 
Oklahoma.) 


Each issue, Wrestling 87 offers a special forum for one fan to speak out at length on an issue 
he or she feels affects all of wrestling. 
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Dusty Rhodes takes out 


NEWSLINE 


three defenders as he goes up for a rebound in a game between the NWA 


stars and members of the Charlotte Police Department. Also pictured are Todd Champion, Rick 


Morton, and Barry Windham. 


RHODES ON ROUNDBALL 

“You know, daddy, basketball is as 
American as hot dogs, apple pie, 
petting dogs, kissing babies, and 
The Dream, you hear what I’m say- 
ing? I’m just proud and honored to 
have been a part of this special day, 
to have led the team in scoring, and 
to have been out there on the court 
shooting hoops with these here 
folks.” 

Dusty Rhodes on a_ basketball 
court? Yes. And not only Dusty, but 
Barry Windham, Rick Morton, Dick 
Murdoch (prior to his change of atti- 
tude and subsequent feud with 
Dusty), and Todd Champion. They 
compnised the starting five in a spe- 
cial benefit basketball game that pit- 
ted the NWA All-Stars against the 
Charlotte Police Department All-Stars 
on January 18 at the Charlotte 
Coliseum. 

The wrestlers beat the cops, 25-21, 
but more important, $13,721 was 
raised for the Charlotte Police Athlet- 
ic League. The game was dedicated 
to Officer Robert L. Smith, who was 
shot four times and slain in the line of 
duty three days earlier. 

Rhodes, who played point guard, 
led the All-Stars with nine points, in- 
cluding a three-point goal. Five of 
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Brad Armstrong 
Todd Champion 
Jim Crockett 
Robert Gibson 
Tim Horner 
Nikita Koloff 
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those points came in the third quar- 
ter when the All-Stars took the lead. 

“Nikita was an intimidator on de- 
fense,” said Wrestling 87 photogra- 
pher Floyd See said. ‘He caused the 
other team to commit tumovers and 
forced them into bad shots. Barry 


Windham was awesome off the 
boards [15 rebounds.]” 

And where were Ric Flair, Tully 
Blanchard, J.J. Dillon, and Am Ander- 
son during the game? Sitting on the 
bench with the Charlotte Police, 
cheering them on and rooting 
against the All-Stars. Emie Russ led 
the Charlotte Police with eight 
points. 

NWA All-Stars on hand who did 
not play included Paul Ellenng, 
Dutch Mantel, Bobby Jaggers, Rocky 
King, David Crockett, Baron Von 
Raschke, and Tony Schiavone. 


WRESTLETHON ’87 

You've probably heard about Pro 
Wrestling This Week, the weekly 
Entertainment Tonightstyle program 
out of WATL-TV in Atlanta, syndicat- 
ed nationally and hosted by Joe 
Pedicino and Gordon Solie. 

And you might know about the 
weekly Superstars of Wrestling show 
broadcast locally over WATL, hosted 
by Pedicino and Boni Blackstone: 
eight hours of wrestling per week, 
featuring PWTW, two hours of UWF, 
and one hour each of Deep South, 
Memphis, Continental, AWA, and 
World Class wrestling. 

But if you think that’s a marathon 
program, you ain’t seen nothin’ yet! 

On May 23, WATL will present 
what is probably the most ambitious 
wrestling program ever: its second 
annual Wrestlethon—2] hours in 
length, beginning from 11:00 a.m. the 
moming of May 23, continuing until 
8:00 am. the next day. 

“Our plans,” explains Pedicino, 
“are to intermingle live wrestling 
with wrestling on tape with movies 
about wrestling. We'll give away a 
new car during the program to a 
viewer. We'll have a party line 
where people who are sitting around 
watching the show can call one num- 
ber and order pizza, soft drinks, 
beer, whatever, and have it deliv- 
ered to their house. 

“We'll broadcast live from loca- 
tions all around Atlanta using three 
satellite TV trucks,” Pedicino contin- 
ued. “We hope to be able to bring 
in one match from each of the asso- 
ciations that we have on Superstars 
of Wrestling (Memphis, AWA, Conti- 


nental, Deep South, World Class, and 
UWF), and during the time when 
we're showing their program, we’ll 
cut away to a local arena for a live 
match from that association. I’m 
working on that, that’s what we’re 
attempting to do. We're going to 
have live matches one way or the 
other. 

“We'll have two small arenas, one 
on each side of town, and there'll be 
a ning set up in each arena,” 
Pedicino continued. “There'll be big 
screen TVs, bands, and when we go 
to a live match, once an hour, it'll 
come from one of these two places. 
My announcing crews will be com- 
prised of myself, Boni, Gordon, plus, 
from Wrestling 87 and PWI, Bill 
Apter and Craig Peters. Several na- 
tional sponsors will be tied in with it, 
plus we'll be raising money for a 
charity during this whole thing.” 

Wrestlethon ‘87 is quite a step up 
from Wrestlethon ’86, which, though 
20 hours long, was comprised of 
taped wrestling programs plus 


Pedicino and Blackstone live in the 
WATL studio. 
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Standing 7'8” and weighing 461 pounds, Silo 
Sam has a bit of trouble getting through doors, 
but when it comes to selling cars ... 


A GIANT OF A CAR SALE 
The ads in the newspapers were 
almost as big as the man himself: 
“Come in and meet Silo Sam!” the 
copy read, “The World’s Tallest 


NEWSLINE 


Wrestler And Movie Star! 
FREE autographed photo!” 

And while you're at it, perhaps, 
buy a car? 

That was the hope of Darrold Huff, 
General Manager of Bums Motor 
Company in Spirit Lake, Iowa, who 
played host to former AWA grappler 
Silo Sam for four days in late January. 

The promotion, which featured 
78” Silo Sam and also offered free 
slices of a giant submarine sandwich, 
drew over 1,500 people. 

“We ran out of food, we ran out of 
photos—it was hectic,” Huff said. 

But: 

“We sold two weeks worth of cars 
in four days,” Huff told us, clearly 
pleased by the result of the promo- 
tion. Would Huff do it again? “If I 
had something that good, I'd do it 
again, if I could guarantee the same 
results. It worked well.” 


Get a 


RANDOM NOTES 

On a recent Supertowns Of The 
Superstation prime-time World 
Championship area special aired on 
WTBS, Magnum T.A. was _inter- 
viewed in public for the first time 
since his near-tragic motorcycle acci- 
dent last October. He told Tony 
Schiavone that he’s working toward 
someday making a comeback to the 
ring. It was great seeing Magnum fi- 
nally out of the hospital and looking 
so healthy ... The Jim Crockett Sr. 
Memorial Cup tag team tournament 
will be held in Baltimore on Apmil 10 
and 11. In addition to the tournament 
itself, Ric Flair has signed to defend 
his NWA World title against Barry 
Windham ... A masked man named 
Red River Jack is wrestling in the 
World Class area in the wake of 
Bruiser Brody supposedly leaving 
Texas; we say “supposedly,” be- 
cause many people, Gary Hart in 
particular, are claiming that Jack and 
Brody are one and the same... Rick 


Steamboat recently appeared on an 


episode of the ABC series Sidekicks 
... Austin Idol has won the tourna- 
ment to determine a new Mid-South- 
em heavyweight champion ... Bad 
News Allen is wrestling superbly in 
Florida—Allen currently holds all 
three singles titles there: Southern, 
Florida, and Bahamas ... Bam Bam 


Bigelow recently returned from a 
highly successful tour of Japan under 
the auspices of New Japan Pro Wres- 
tling. Bigelow’s debut in Kobe, Japan, 
drew a standing-room-only crowd. 
Throughout much of his tour he 
wrestled in six-man matches, teaming 
with The Cuban Assassin and Tony 
St. Clair ... Attention bikers: The 
March 1987 edition of Hot Bike maga- 
zine included a cover story on Hulk 
Hogan’s custom-built Harley-David- 
son motorcycle ... The WFIA— 
Wrestling Fans International Associa- 
tion—will hold its 20th Anniversary 
1987 Convention in Birmingham, Ala- 
bama, August 6-10. Anyone looking 
to receive information on the conven- 
tion or on becoming a WFIA mem- 
ber should write to: WFIA, P.O. Box 
451, Freeport, IL, 61032. 


Kareem Muhammad gets some advice from his 
friend Kevin Sullivan, Sullivan says Florida pro- 
moters are discriminating against Kareem. 


THE LAST WORD 

Kevin Sullivan, who is angry that 
his fnend Kareem Muhammad hasn’t 
been receiving proper consideration 
from Florida area promoters: “‘It’s all 
prejudice, that’s what it is! Kareem 
Muhammad isn’t getting his due. 
He's got almost natural 24-inch arms, 
and he deserves top title matches. 
These promoters are out and out 
prejudiced! And the only reason 
that’s so is because they’ve found out 
that Kareem is my first cousin. This is 
an outrage!” O 
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IN THIS CORNER 
WORKING STIFFS— 


THEY DO IT FOR 
THE LOVE OF THE SPORT 


T IS TRUE that much of the life of a wrestling journalist 

is exactly as you might think: flying in airplanes, scur- 
rying across airports, renting cars, checking in and out of 
hotels, soliciting quotes from less than eager athletes, 
drinks in unfamiliar bars in unfamilar hotels in unfamiliar 
Cities, and up before dawn trying to gain a perspective 
on things. 

I would have it no other way. 

But for what? Why submit to the endless routine? Why 
not tur it all in for the solitude of a nine-to-five office job, 
the comfort of a lasting relationship, the security of, per- 
haps, a loving wife? Why remain on the endless treadmill 
known as sports reporting? 

The answer, if you haven't already guessed, is the 
action. Assuming you're like me, you agree that sports— 
any sport—is a useful pursuit. To get lost in the action is a 
wonderful option. And if you’re not going to be a doctor, 
then being a sportswriter is a good way of participating 
in people’s lives. 

I try to reduce dramatic moments into words and not 
lose all the magic, No one, not Grantland Rice or Red 
Smith or Matt Brock, can capture it all. Ultimately the 
magic of sport becomes an intimate matter between the 
watcher and the watched. 

Yet something about the sporting world today deeply 
bothers me: Never before in history have athletes been 
so removed from the public. Years ago, fans could root 
for the superstar making $75,000 and not feel embittered. 
Ballplayers were heroes—but they were still working 
stiffs like you and me. 

Today, it’s hard to feel too sorry for pro athletes. A guy 
pulling in a million dollars a year—that's about $20,000 a 
week for those without an abacus—doesn’t deserve an 
off day. 

Who can blame the athletes for trying to get all they 
can? Well ... one baseball player was seeking a new 
contract for $895,000 a year. His club's offer was $887,500. 
The player decided to go into arbitration to settle the 
salary dispute. Remember, my job here is to provide 
perspective. Most of America will spend their entire lives 
working to earn $887,000. Along comes this man, playing 
a kid’s game for seven months a year, and claims 
$887,000 isn’t enough. He needs $7,500 more and he will 
go to court to get it. And the janitor and the bank teller 
and the rest of us earning 13, 18, and 22 grand a year, 
whose ticket prices have just been raised to pay for this 
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spoiled prima donna, are supposed to understand. Of 
course the kicker is that this ballplayer is no superstar; 
he’s just a joumeyman, a lifetime .250 hitter, a working 
stiff, playing a kid’s game six or seven months a year— 
not a bad season. 

Pro wrestlers have a season too: from January 1 to 
December 31, with time out for a free weekend some- 
time in July. Maybe. If they're lucky. 

Sure there are the Hogans, the Flairs, and the Rhodes 
eaming millions. A youngster like Lex Luger is probably 
good for $250,000 a year. But these guys are working 300 
out of 365 days a year at least. And they don’t speak for 
the majority of pro wrestlers earning much, much less. 
You know them as preliminary wrestlers. Card fillers. 
Anonymous bums to throw against the mainliners. 

Let me tell you a thing or two about these “bums.” For 
a paycheck pretty close to what you and I make, these 
guys are on the road 365 days a year, wrestling some- 
times twice a day, without glory or even abuse—mostly 
they go unnoticed. Instead of limousines or the team 
plane, they drive themselves to the matches, covering 
two, three hundred miles a day. If they get hurt there is 
no team doctor to care for them or any guaranteed con- 
tract or medical benefits to pick up their expenses. They 
pay for it all. 

Some have been working the circuit for 20 years, skip- 
ping from federation to federation. Some start working in 
post offices or loading docks but still wrestle at nights. 
Why do they do it? Why do they put up with lonely 
nights in desolate motel rooms? Meager pay and 
persistent abuse? You already know the answers, or did 
you forget about ... the action? Of course it’s for these 
guys that I write. The ones who do it for the love of sport, 
the way, if one is to believe the old guys, they did it 
years ago in every sport. The old guys, if they are to be 
believed, sure were lucky. 

Pro wrestling has policies in dire need of renovation. 
All wrestlers should receive medical benefits. They 
should all get one month’s paid vacation. Perhaps a 
piece of the gate. But maybe that would change the 
sport, make it like all the others. So far, the money sick- 
ness has not infected professional wrestling. And no 
one’s complaining. Especially an old working stiff like 
me. Oo 


Eddie Ellner is an associate editor of this magazine. 


FIRST CLASS! 


A combination subscription to Wrestling 87 and Wrestling Superstars brings you eight quality quarterlies 
every year. 


When you subscribe, you will receive a 
package of two magazines every three 
months (a total of eight per year). Here’s 
what a “First Class Subscriber’ will get: 


® Four issues per year of wrestling’s full- 
color magazine, Wrestling 87, the 
magazine printed on slick paper, 
illustrated with the finest color 


aie me ba: » photographs available anywhere, and 
jr vou written by the world’s best wrestling 
journalists! 


@ Four issues per year of the only 
magazine with the full-color “Action 
Gallery,’’ Wrestling Superstars, the 

magazine that takes a close-up look at 
wrestling’s biggest stars. 


Four issues of Wrestling 87 plus four issues of Wrestling Superstars—Eight Big Issues Per Year— 
for only $15.00, a savings of $5.00 off the newsstand price. 


A total of eight big issues per year. | enclose $15 as payment in full. 
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ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NEW YORK 11571 

A Savings Of $5 
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(Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries $21. U.S. funds only) 
Please allow up to twelve weeks before you receive your first issue. 


MANAGER’S FORUM 


TS ABOUT TIME Wrestling 87 asked 
me to wnite this column. For the past 
year I've done something that nobody else 
has even tried; managed a tag team to the 
World title and held my own World tile. 
There's no woman or man that has ever 
pulled that off. Okay, Buddy Rose and 
Doug Somers lost the belts to The Mid- 
night Rockers (see story on page 32), but 
that doesn’t take anything away from what 
I've accomplished. Before I talk about how 
the tag team title was stolen from us, let | 
me tell you about the difficulties of manag- 
ing and defending my title. 

Often, I have to wrestle the same night 


teasing the men in the crowd) and ac- 
company the champions to the ring. If I’ve had a really 
hard match, I’ll let my men wrestle without me. Buddy 
and Doug are crafty veterans; they can take care of them- 
selves. But since I don’t have too many hard matches, 
this doesn’t happen too often. 

The three of us have a fantastic relationship, We help 
each other. Doug is a great tactician, so he’s always 
teaching me new moves. We spend long hours in the 
gym, because Doug won't let me rest until I get it exactly 
right. Buddy, on the other hand, is a super strategist. He 
gathers up all sorts of information on my opponents: their 
strengths, weaknesses, favorite moves. Then we sit down 
and go over all the different strategies I can use. Some- 
times, Buddy will draw up three or four game plans and 
let me choose the one I think is best. Buddy and Doug 
have learned a lot from me and both have futures in this 
sport as managers. 

It bothers me when people underestimate me as a 
manager. They accuse me of interfering in my wrestlers’s 
matches—that’s the excuse those Midnight Rockers used 
for months. I wish they would stop worrying about what 
we do and mind their own business. Buddy, Doug, and I 
look out for each other. We don't need a couple of 
pimply-faced kids butting in. 

Before I get too worked up about the Rockers, let me 
tell you how I really help Buddy and Doug. In terms of 
training and dieting techniques, they take care of them- 
selves. Don’t be fooled by Buddy’s physique: He’s 214 
well-conditioned pounds, and don’t let anybody tell you 
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SHERRI MARTEL: 


HOLDING A PLACE 
IN WRESTLING HISTORY 


that Buddy and Doug do. Since my match Sherri Martel holds the distinction of , enough to pay attention to me and not 
is usually before theirs, I have time to managing world tag team champions the match, they should lose. You know, it 
shower up, put on a sexy costume (I loye while holding a world title of her own, 


differently. Doug also keeps himself in 
great shape. They have more stamina in 
the ring than teams 10 years younger. 
My help comes during the match. I see 
things they don’t see in the heat of battle. 
I yell to them when somebody is sneak- 
ing up from behind, point out mistakes 
they might make, and deflect any crit- 
cism the fans might dish out. If a manag- 
er does his or her job right, he or she 
can make all the difference in the world. 
Some people say that I distract oppo- 
nents because I’m so good-looking. Well, 
can I help it if I'm the most beautiful 
' woman in wrestling? If they're stupid 


amazes me how many wrestlers make the 
same mistakes over and over again. Hey, 
that makes it easier for great men like Buddy and Doug. 

Now I want to talk about how those Midnight Rockers 
stole the belts from my men. First of all, do you know 
who the Rockers had in their comer that night? AWA 
announcer Larry Nelson, a man who is supposed to be 
unbiased, I still haven't gotten a satisfactory explanation 
as to why he was there. When I try to talk to the jerk, he 
ignores me. I could accept the Rockers having a legiti- 
mate manager at ringside, but no way does Nelson be- 
long there. 

Before the Rockers pinned Doug with their “Rocker 
suplex,” they double-dropkicked Buddy out of the ring. 
That means the Rockers used two blatantly illegal maneu- 
vers in a row to set up their victory. The referee never 
should have allowed this. How were we supposed to win 
fighting against tactics like those? There’s no doubt in my 
mind that the AWA had it out for us. We held those belts 
with honor for eight months and this is the thanks we get. 

Believe me, I'll do everything in my power to get those 
belts back. If I don't do it with Buddy and Doug, I'll do it 
with some other team. I’m too good a manager to be 
held back for long. In the meantime, I'm going to defend 
my AWA title against all comers. I’m not afraid of any of 
the so-called champions, like Wendi Richter or Misty 
Blue Simmes. That's another thing wrong with this maga- 
zine. I'm only ranked the number two woman wrestler in 
the world; Misty Blue’s ranked first. Until we wrestle and I 
have a chance to prove I’m best, I should be given the 
benefit of the doubt. I've earned that much at least. (| 


SOMETIMES THE BEST MAN FOR THE JOB 
iS A WOMAN. 
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IS AN 
AMERICAN 
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MISSION: 
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TION BENT 
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AND THEY MEAN BUSINESS! 
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ONE SIDE TRYING TO 
WIPE OUT THE OTHER! 


...AND WHEN THE 
BODIES START FLYING, 
STEVE CHAMPION 
CAN'T TELL THE GOOD 
GUYS FROM 
THE BAD GUYS! 


“GREAT STORY AND 
ART! DON'T PASS 
THIS ONE UP!" 
— U.S, COMICS 
REVIEW 


FOUR FEMALE BODYBUILDERS AND AN EX-MARTIALARTS INSTRUCTRESS FORM 
THEIR OWN NEW YORK DETECTIVE AGENCY! TOGETHER, THEY FIGHT FOR WHAT 
IS RIGHT, AND DEFEND THE WEAK AND OPPRESSED (WHETHER MALE OR FEMALE) 
WHEREVER INJUSTICE CAN BE FOUND! LOADS OF MUSCLEBOUND FUN! 


WHEN CRIME RUNS RAMPANT 
AND THE SECURITY OF OUR NATION 
IS THREATENED... 

WHO YA GONNA CALL? 
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* ART OF CONCEALMENT 


e ESCAPING TECHNIQUES * COVERT ENTRY * NINJA KATAS 
* UNARMED COMBAT « WALKING IN STEALTH * MUCH, MUCH MORE 


NINJUTSU — ART OF THE NINJA #1 & #2 (#3 AVAILABLE IN MARCH) 


MONROE ARNOLD 
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THREE STOOGES COMICS #1 


“UNDOUBTEDLY THE FUNNIEST COMIC AROUND!!!” 
— COMIC BOOK PREVIEW 


ga BACK ISSUES OF 


Don’t miss a single issue of the magazine that has 
thrilled wrestling fans for two generations, THE 
WRESTLER. Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the world today. 
Supplies are limited. Don’t delay—order today! 


June 1975/Stories include: Andre, Mu- 
raco, Funk, Lawler. 

August 1975/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Patterson, Stasiak, Rivera. 
December 1975/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, McDaniel, Blackjacks. 
February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Sammartino, Rhodes, Valentine. 

July 1976/Stories include: Andre, Wres- 
tling Il, Inoki, Von Erich. 

November 1976/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Andre, Valentine, Mosca. 
December 1976/Stories include; Von 
Erich, Mulligan, Brody, Funk. 

January 1977/Stories include: Brody, 
Andre, Wrestling II, Mascaras. 
February 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Jones, Funk, Von Raschke. 
April 1977/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Funk, Flair, Bockwinkel. 

May 1977/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Valiants, Andersons, Sammartino. 
June 1977/Stories include: Patera, 
Putski, Hernandez, McDaniel. 

July 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Rocca, Mascaras: 

October 1977/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Sammartino, Flair, Snuka. 

November 1977/Stories include; Sam- 
martino, Slater, Mascaras, Snuka. 
September 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Grahams, Andre, Mascaras. 
October 1978/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Backlund, McDaniel, Race, 
November 1978/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre, Ladd, Graham. 

December 1978/Stories include: Brisco, 
Mulligan, Andre, Blanchard, 

February 1979/Stories include: Ladd, 
Flair, Idol, Heenan. 

May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Brody, Valiants, Race. 
July 1979/Stories include: Wrestling Il, 
Backlund, Sammartino, Andre. 
August 1979/Stories include: Bockwink- 


September 1979/Stories include: Su- 
perstar Gramham, Cyclone Negro, Greg 
Gagne, Mil Mascaras. 

October 1979/Stories include: Flair, Val- 
entine, Santana, Muraco. 

December 1979/Stories include: Andre, 
Graham, Rhodes, Mascaras, 

January 1980/Stories include: Race, 
Backlund, Snuka, Brisco. 

February 1980/Stories include: Andre, 
Flair, DiBiase, Superstar. 

March 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Murdoch, Mulligan, Andre. 

April 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Di- 
Biase, Youngblood, Wrestling II. 

May 1980/Stories include: Andre, Mas- 
caras, Bockwinkel, Patera. 

June 1980/Stories include; Backlund, 
Abdullah, Brisco, Flair. 

August 1980/Stories include: Valentine, 
Zbyszko, Von Erich, Albano. 
September 1980/Stories include: Ladd, 
Patera, Steamboat, Gagne. 

October 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Rhodes, Wrestling ||, Morales. 

January 1981/Stories include: Valen- 
pine, Rhodes, Patera, Von Erich. 
February 1981/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Patera, Iron Sheik, Wrestling II. 
March 1981/Stories include: Rich, Sa- 
moans, Blassie, Wrestling II. 

May 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, DiBiase, Moondogs. 

June 1981/Stories include: Sammartino. 
Piper, Rich, Martel. 

July 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Flair, Atlas. 

August 198 1/Stories include: DiBiase, 
Slaughter, Martel, Idol. 

October 1981/Stories include: Funks, 
Rhodes, Race, Sullivan. 

December 1981/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Steele, Race, Hogan. 


January 1982/Stories include: Rich, 
Steamboat, Sullivan, Sammartino. 


HE | March 1982/Stories include: Staughter, 


Albano, Flair, Race. 


April 1982/Stories include: Brisco, Arm- 
strongs, Valentine, Santana. 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Von Erich, Graham, Rich. 


June 1982/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Reed, Albano, Piper. 


July 1982/Stories include: Rich, Sawyer, 


Flair, Steamboat. 

August 1982/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Steamboat, Mulligans, Piper. 
September 1982/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 
October 1982/Stories include; Snuka, 
Rhodes, Santana, Piper. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Piper, Blair. 

December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 

January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 

April 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, Ti- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 

May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndorff. 

June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 

July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 

August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 

November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana; Von Erichs, Kabuki. 
December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. 
January 1984/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Hogan, Von Erich, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 

April 1984/Stories include; Hogan, Eller- 
ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 

May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong, 

July 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 

August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 

September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 


Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 


December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 


February 1985/Stories include; War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 

June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 

July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 

August 1985/BONUS 4-PG. COLOR 
SECTION! Plus: Warriors, Magnum T.A.., 
Sheik & Volkoff, McGraw. 

September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 

November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
January 1986/20th Anniversary Issue! 
10 Greatest Wrestlers, Rhodes, Hogan, 
Sammartino. 

February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Ormdorff, Flair, Hansen. 

March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel. 

April 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Rude, Lugar, Hogan, Magnurn T.A. 
May 1986/Stories include: Zbyszko, Von 
Erichs, Santana-Ventura, Hillbillies. 
June 1986/Stories include: Lugar, Her- 
nandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. 
July 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 
August 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
September 1986/Stories include: Fan- 
tastics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody. 
October 1986/Stories include: Nikita- 
Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham. 
November 1986/Stories include: R&R 
Express, Hogan-Orndorff, Von Erich. 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. 
January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Borne & Sawyer. 
February 1987/Stories include: Mag- 
num T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts. 
March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

April 1987/Stories include; Luger, Ho- 
gan, Rude & Fernandez, Kevin Von. 


el, Patera, Stevens, Superstar. 
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January 1985/Stories include; Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Kolofis. 
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Be sure to fill in the gaps in your collection of INSIDE 
WRESTLING, ‘‘The magazine that rips the lid off pro 
wrestling.’’ Get all the information you need to keep up 
on the pro wrestling scene. Don't be left out. Avoid 


sellouts—order today! 


July 1974/Stories include: Garea, Zbys- 
zko, Heenan, Strongbow. 

August 1974/Stories include; Sammar- 
tino, Sheik, Albano, Ladd. 

September 1974/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Graham, Brooks, Bruiser. 
November 1974/Stories include: Gar- 
vins, Mascaras, Sammartino, Graham. 
August 1975/Stories include: Valentine, 
Garea, Rhodes, Sammartino. 
September 1975/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Funk, Valiants, Gagne. 

February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Strongbow, Lewin, Brazil. 

March 1976/Stories include: Ladd, 
Funk, Sheik, Robinson. 

April 1976/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Albano, Flair, Brisco. 

June 1976/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Bockwinkel, Flair, Mascaras. 

August 1976/Stories include: Funks, 
Mascaras, Sammartino, Putski. 
September 1976/Stories include: An- 
dre, Funk, Hansen, Mascaras, 

October 1976/Stories include: Sammmar- 
tino, Race, Johnson, Jones. 

November 1976/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Wrestling II, Funk, Sammartino, 
December 1976/Stories include: 
Stasiak, Rhodes, Bockwinkel, Orton. 
January 1977/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Brisco, Funk, Gagne. 

August 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 
Graham, Mascaras, Lawler. 
September 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Andre, Mascaras, Brisco. 
October 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Mulligan. 
November 1977/Stories include: Gra- 
ham, Rhodes, Mascaras, Gagne, 
December 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Mascaras, Johnson, Maivia. 

March 1978/Stories include; Rhodes, 
Valentine, Backlund, Bockwinkel. 

April 1978/Stories include: Backlund, 
Graham, Steamboat, Bruiser. 

August 1978/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Andre, Hansen, 
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October 1978/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Andre, Rhodes, McDaniel. 
November 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Backlund, Flair, Steamboat. 
December 1978/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Rhodes, Wrestling ||, Bravo, 
January 1979/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Mulligan, Rhodes, Backlund. 
February 1979/Stories include: Race, 
Sammartino, Steamboat, Ladd. 

April 1979/Stories include: Andre, Flair, 
Backlund, Jones. 

May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Heenan. 

June 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, Su- 
perstar, Bockwinkel, Backlund. 

July 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Ladd, Valiant, Brower. 

August 1979/Stories include: Flair, Gar- 
vin, Race, Sammartino. 

September 1979/Stories include: 
Steamboat, Mascaras, Strongbow, 
Garvin. 

November 1979/Stories include: Snuka, 
Heenan, Race, Backlund. 

February 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Snuka, Santana, Albano. 

March 1980/Stories include: Flair, Rich, 
Funk, Duncum, 

April 1980/Stories include: Hogan, Rich, 
Backlund, Mascaras. 

May 1980/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Murdoch, Mulligan, Bockwinkel, 

June 1980/Stories include; Putski, An- 
dre, Hernandez, Keirn. 

July 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Von 
Erich, Superstar, Blassie. 

August 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Wrestling II, Baker, Koloff. 
September 1980/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, Ladd, Iron Sheik. 
November 1980/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Putski, Bockwinkel, Koloff. 
January 1981/Stories include: Race, 
Snuka, Morales, Slater. 

February 1981/Stories include: Back- 
lund, DiBiase, Bravo, Anderson 


April 1981/Stories include: Albano, 
Sammartino Jr., Race, McGraw. 

May 1981/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Von Erich, Backlund, Santana. 

June 1981/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hansen, Piper, Gagne. 

September 1981/Stories include: 
Patera, Koloff, Khan, Junkyard Dog. 
January 1982/Stories include: Flair, Ho- 
gan, Race, Humperdink. 

February 1982/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Flair, Steamboat, Rhodes. 

March 1982/Stories include: Rich, Back- 
lund, Idol, Spoiler, 

April 1982/Stories include; Rhodes, An- 
dre, Von Erich, Piper. 

May 1982/Stories include; Backlund, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich. 

June 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 
Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 

July 1982/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 

August 1982/Stories include: Andre, 
Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund. 
September 1982/Stories include: Atlas, 
Piper, Lawler, Brady. 

October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 
dre, Piper, Dillon. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 
December 1982/Stories include: Mulli- 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard. 
February 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hogan, DiBiase, Race. 

March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk, 

April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 
Patera, Kabuki, Rich. 

May 1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 
Sullivan, Steamboat. 

June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 
vin, Rogers, Orton, 

July 1983/Stories include: Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood, 

August 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler. 
September 1983/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 

October 1983/Stories include: Wrestling 
ll, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes. 
November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon. 
December 1983/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors, 
February 1984/Stories include: Abdul- 
lah, Sawyers, Valiant, Von Erich. 

March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin, 

April 1984/Stories include: Flair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windham. 

May 1984/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich. 

June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase. 

July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling II. 

August 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A., Idol, Spoiler. 
September 1984/Stories include: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, Iron Sheik. 


October 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors. 
December 1984/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A. 
January 1985/Stories include: Magnum 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 
February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair. 

March 1985/Stories include: Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy: 

May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Kolofis. 

June 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
July 1985/Stories include; Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 

August 1985/Stories include; Wrestle- 
mania, Zbyszko vs. The Tonga Kid. 
September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A. 
October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr. 
November 1985/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Adams, Freebirds, Cornette. 
December 1985/Stories include; San- 
tana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch, 
January 1986/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Mike Von Erich, Warriors, 
February 1986/Stories include: R'n’R 
Express, Warriors, Mulligan & Windharn. 
March 1986/Stories include: Windham 
& Rotundo, Warriors-Russians, Rude. 
April 1986/Stories include: Scott Hall, 
Rhodes, Flair, Andre, Bill Watts 

May 1986/Stories include: Randy Sav- 
age, Stan Hansen, Rock 'n’ Rolls. 
June 1986/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Windham-Flair, Lance Von, Blanchard. 
July 1986/All-American Special Issue. 
Stories include: Hogan, Slaughter, T.A. 
August 1986/Stories include: Wrestle- 
Mania 2, Garvins, Martel, Fab Ones. 
September 1986/Stories include: 
Andre,Rhodes-T.A., Adams, Windham, 
October 1986/Stories include: Flair-Lu- 
gar, Savage, Fantastics, Warriors. 
November 1986/Stories include: War- 
riors-Flair, Bulldogs, Watts, Adams. 
December 1986/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Adonis, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 
January 1987/Stories include; Rude- 
Flair, Piper, T.A., Taylor. 

February 1987/Stories include: Hogan- 
Piper-Orndorff, Taylor, Flair. 

March 1987/Stories include: Flair, 
Missy, Luger, Bulldogs, Kolofts. 

April 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Steamboat, Ellering, Duggan. 


Do Not Order Any Issue Not Listed, Do Not Send Coins. 
Do Not Use Old Order Forms. 


For all orders except the United States and Canada you MUST ADD one dollar (U.S.) for every back issue ordered for boat 
mail, and two dollars. (U.S.) for every back issue sent by air mail 


CROSSFIRE 


NIKITA KOLOFF 


Almost everyone in the sport of wrestling has deep respect for Senior Editor Bill Apter. 
Associate Editor Eddie Ellner is an exception. He doesn’t care for Apter 

or his views on professional wrestling. Each issue, these two editors will grill a wrestler 
about hot issues in his career, catching the grappler in the CROSSFIRE! 


BILL APTER: This is very exciting, 
having you here today, Nikita. Many 
wrestling fans remain unconvinced of 
your pro-American sentiments. What 
would you say to reassure them? 
NIKITA KOLOFF: That is simple. 
My actions have always spoke well 
enough by themselves. I see no rea- 
son to change. 

EDDIE ELLNER: Surely you can un- 
derstand why people doubt your in- 
tegnty. Nine months ago you were in 
a dungeon, training to kill Amencan 
wrestlers. Today you're eating apple 
ple and waving the stars and stripes. 
People are cynical. So am I. Why 
should I believe you're committed to 
our ideology? 

NK: You no have to believe any- 
thing. All any of us ever are is what 
we have to be. That is simple truth, 
whether you like or not. Unfortu- 
nately I can no provide miracle an- 
swers. My life is its own, through 
events beyond my control take 
over—sometimes. My entire career 
I call Dusty Rhodes fat American 
pig. I can no deny those things. But 
now I am different. Now I am bet- 
ter. This is no joke. This is no Com- 
munist plot. Since Magnum T.A. 
face his injury I see things in differ- 
ent light. I am still Nikita Koloff. I 
still love Russia. I expect to some- 
day return to Russia, to my family. 
But not thinking the way I once did. 
And because of that I realize I may 
never be permitted to return home. 
EE: How exactly has your perception 
changed toward the Soviet Union 
and toward your uncle? 

NK: How you say? For better or to- 
ward worse? 

BA: For better or worse. 

NK: I am, for better or worse, a 
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The unedited transcript follows 


Bed ; os 2 
Nikita Koloff (above) brings both Ric Flair and 
Tully Blanchard to their knees (opposite page). 


physical man. That is way I express 
myself my whole life. Words take 
too long to have meaning. Action 
speak better. 

BA: Louder too. 

NK: But let me explain something to 
you. I am not American, I am Rus- 
sian. I am proud of my heritage. But 
I also learned to respect certain 
American wrestlers. My uncle can’t 
understand that there is nothing 
wrong with that. And that is shame, 
because Uncle Ivan and I were very 
close. 

EE: Please. This is fascinating. When 
we're done here this transcnpt gets 
sent straight to All My Children. 
NK: I no understand your joke. I do 
understand you will shut up now or 
I will break your jaw. Realize that 
growing up in Soviet Union is very 
programmed, very uniform. There 


is only one way to think. You are 
aware of only one way to think. 
BA: But there are dissidents. 
NK: Dissidents bah! I grow up in 
country. I chop lumber and help my 
uncles. It was happy life. I know no 
other way. I seek no other way. I 
am taught that other ways—Ameri- 
can ways—are bad. I am told of war 
atrocities American soldiers commit 
in World War II and in Vietnam. I 
learn to hate Amercans. But never 
have I met an American. You 
understand? 
EE: I think so. You believed all that 
was spoon-fed you. You were a per- 
fect Russian citizen. 
NK: Ah! You not so stupid after all. 
Exactly. I trust my family, my 
teachers, my country. When I come 
here to wrestle I leave Soviet Union 
as departing hero. I want to make 
them proud. My uncle takes me and 
shows me fat pigs like Rhodes and 
demonstrates how people like he ex- 
ploit the masses. Still, like donkey, I 
believe. 
BA: But you were so young, Nikita. 
Really, you were just a child. 
NK: Aaargh! It no matter. I still 
should think for self. Everyone 
should think for self. 
BA: Frankly, Nikita, we were all 
scared to death by you when you 
first came here. Now, the concen 
among many of your fans—funny to 
have fans, isn’t it?—is that this transi- 
tion may make you soft. How do you 
feel?. 
NK: Look at me, Bill Apter. Do I 
look soft? Are these eyes soft? Are 
these hands soft? (Nikita grabs a 
metal chair and places a large bend 
in it.) I have different enemies now, 
(Continued on page 58) 


3) “1am not American, | am 
. ia Russian. I am proud of my 
heritage. But I also learned to 
respect certain American 
wrestlers. My uncle can’t 
understand that there is 
nothing wrong with that.”’ 
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SCOUTING REPORT 


Avid wrestling fans, like the wrestlers themselves, keep close tabs on the career 
progress of their favorite stars. The editors of Wrestling 87invite you to clip this 
page, save it, and compare this issue’s ‘“‘Scouting Report’’ with those of future 
featured wrestlers 


LANCE VON ERICH 


SPEED: Lance lacks the quickness of his Von Erich cousins, but be- 
cause of his build and outstanding physical condition is still extremely 
mobile in the ring. Perhaps the problem lies with the unavoidable com- 
parisons with his cousins—the Von Erichs, as a whole, are known for their 
speed and acrobatic maneuvers. When Lance went under the 
pseudonym Ricky Vaughn so as to establish his B 
individuality, he was known as a rather speedy wrestler. aed 


STRENGTH: Among Lance, Kerry Von Erich, Tony Atlas, and Dingo 
Warrior, it is a tossup to decide who is the most impressive strongman in 
the muscle-laden World Class area. Wrestlers who find themselves 
locked up in a test of strength with Lance quickly find themselves at a 
heady disadvantage. He’s been known to drive opponents into the mat 
and toss 300-pounders halfway across the ming. Lance is still 
young, but once he learns to hamess his power and use it 
to best advantage, he'll become one of the best A 
wrestlers in the World Class. 


TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: The old all brawn, no brains ste- 
reotype doesn't apply here, but Lance is not exactly a ring magician. As 
we said, he relies on strength and raw power. Once he harnesses that 
power, he'll be a major star. So far, he’s yet to establish a varied reper- 
toire of maneuvers. He was a Europen champion and is therefore familiar 
with many styles of wrestling. And his sleeperhold, though overused, is 
very effective. He still lacks a consistent finishing maneuver and 
often looks like he’s thinking, “Okay, what do I do next?” B 
There's still time and Lance has some learning to do. 


PHYSICAL CONDITION: Outstanding. A physique to match any 
in the game, including Atlas, Kerry Von Erich, Hulk Hogan, The Road 
Warriors, Lex Luger, and Scott Hall. Lance is proud of his body and 
rightly so. He spends hours working out every day, having developed a 
stringent weightlifting regimen and scientifically designed diet. He also 
has tremendous stamina and doesn’t seem to weaken in longer matches. 
Simply put, Lance's body is his greatest asset, both professionally and 
promotionally. It’s doubtful that Lance would have the appeal A 

he does without his muscular physique. + 


RING INTELLIGENCE: Lance will never head for the hills when 
in trouble, but he does have a problem getting out of sticky situations. 
The problem is that Lance is basically an offensive wrestler, and once 
he’s put on the defensive, he doesn’t know how to react. Usually, he can 
get out of trouble by simply brawling and using his strength. But what will 
happen on that inevitable day in the future when Lance runs into an 
opponent that’s as strong as he is? Will Lance have the 
wrestling knowhow to tum the match around? Right now, the C 
answer to that question is no. + 


OVERALL GRADE: Basically, a very competent wrestler. Lance is 
Not a superstar, yet certain goals are definitely within his grasp, such as 
the World Class television title, the Texas championship, and, of course, a 
chance to regain a share of the tag team title he held with Dingo Warrior. 
To his credit, Lance has improved with every match and seems undis- 
tracted by some of the shenanigans in the World Class area. If Lance can 
keep his mind on wrestling and continue to improve, his B 
grade next time around could be a lot higher. 
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HEAD TO HEAD 


MICHAEL 
HAYES 
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Are Terry Gordy and Michael Hayes headed for a 
breakup? Are The Freebirds about to be split into two 
warming parties with Buddy Roberts caught in the mid- 
dle? What will be the consequences if Gordy doesn’t 
regain his Universal Wrestling Federation heavyweight 
title from One Man Gang—or worse, doesn’t get a 
chance? Will he take out his frustrations on his best 
fiend, confidant, and sometime adviser, Michael Hayes? 

Those are the questions many people in wrestling are 
contemplating as the Gordy-Hayes situation gets more 
and more murky. Gordy has not had a rematch since 
forfeiting the title to One Man Gang last November, and 
many people blame this on Hayes’ mismanagement. The 
question is, where does Gordy place the blame? 

The truth of the matter is that it wouldn’t take much to 
separate Gordy and Hayes. They’ve warred once before, 
back in 1981 when The Freebirds split for nearly a year 
and Buddy Roberts, using his head as well as his feet, 
headed for the hills. Gordy and Hayes were, for a time, 
mortal enemies. 

It happened in Georgia and it all started when Hayes 
decided that he wanted to set a better example for his 
younger brother, a budding football player. Gordy, never 
one to worry about public image, didn’t want The Free- 
birds to follow the straight and narrow, and became in- 
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creasingly hostile toward Hayes. 

Finally, during a tag team match in Pensacola, Flonda, 
Hayes and Gordy split apart and began their eight-month 
feud. Hayes teamed with Andre the Giant and many 
other fan favorites. Gordy teamed with a then-hated Jim- 
my “Superfly’’ Snuka. Roberts, knowing better, didn’t 
want to get in the middle of this “family” squabble and 
took a vacation. 

Gordy and Snuka won the Georgia tag belts from Steve 
O and Ted DiBiase in July 1981 but lost them two months 
later to Hayes and former NFL star Otis Sistrunk. That 
October, Hayes and Sistrunk retired the belts because 
Sistunk was unable to wrestle on a regular basis. 

Things finally started to cool down, and several months 
later Hayes and Gordy reconciled. It's been smooth sail- 
ing ever since. “All for one and one for all” is The 
Freebirds’ rallying cry, and they've lived tne to those 
words. There probably isn’t a more closely knit tno in all 
of wrestling. 

But we're also dealing with two extremely volatile 
egos. What would happen if Gordy and Hayes found 
themselves on opposite sides of the ring once again? 
Intrigued by the possibilities, we commissioned four 
well-informed panelists to give us their analysis of such a 
match and a possible outcome. 


HEAD TO HEAD 


JIM ROSS 

You're puting me in a difficult position, 
because I have to deal with these men all the 
time. Now Michael, I've worked with him in 
the broadcasters’ booth many times and he’s 
quite an individual. Of course, I’ve seen a lot 
of Terry, too, especially when he was UWF 
champion, and I've always been quite 
impressed. 

The thing you have to realize is that the 
UWF has the toughest wrestlers in the entire 
world. We had that tournament last spring to 
pick our first champion and every match was a near brawl. Gordy got 
through that toumnament without a loss and then he went on to hold the 
title for a long time. That's saying something. 

Hayes is hard to figure because he spends most of his time talking 
and taking care of the team’s business affairs. I'm sure that's what you 
guys had in mind when you thought up this match. Right now, I don't 
think there’s any hard feelings between Michael and Terry, but it could 
happen. They both have short tempers and could break loose at any 
time. 

As 1 was saying, Michael is very smart man, he really knows the 
sport and he knows the business of the sport. If these two guys ever 
wrestled, you'd better believe that Hayes would work it out so that 
everything was to his advantage. That's just the way he works. 

But when you look at the way these guys are in the ring and the way 
they would have to feel about each other for such a match to come off, 
it would have to be a double-disqualification. And I'd venture to guess 
that a feud between those two men at this particular point in their 
career would mark the end of The Freebirds for good. 

Jim Ross provides blow-by-blow description and commentary on 
“Bill Watts Presents’ and ‘Power Pro Wrestling,” the UWF’s two 
nationally syndicated television programs. 


FRITZ VON ERICH 

Hayes and Gordy are two pretty nasty 
guys. Back when me and my boys had that 
feud with them down here, I remember that 
they wouldn't stop at anything to win a 
match, My boys finally managed to run them 
out of town, but it wasn’t easy, and when a 
Von Erich tells you that something ain't easy, 
It's Not, 

I know that Hayes and Gordy had a bit of a 
war going in Georgia back in the early '80s, 

= and from what I've heard, neither man really 
won it. The problem with these guys is that neither of them are wres- 
tlers in the pure sense. They're brawlers and kickers and punchers, 
and they get along by breaking as many rules as possible. 

Now, you want to know what would happen if these guys went head- 
to-head in a match? Well, like I said, neither of them are very good 
wrestlers, but I'd guarantee you it'd be quite a war. Gordy's young, 
stronger, and very bull-headed, Hayes is also pretty young, but he’s not 
as quick in the ring. He is a pretty smart customer, though. 

The thing about The Freebirds is that they're mostly tag team wres- 
tlers. Hayes and Roberts are only good in tag teams, but that’s where 
Gordy gets an advantage. He’s also good on his own, and that’s the 
key, He's reckless and he’s not afraid to take chances. He's also so 
much bigger than Hayes, that'd be a tremendous advantage. 

I'd have to say that Gordy would beat Hayes and he'd do it pretty 
easily. Gordy is the most dangerous wrestler of The Freebirds and 
Hayes just can't measure up to him. To tell you the truth, 1 wouldn’t be 
surprised to see those guys feud. You're dealing with two very over- 
blown egos. 

Fritz Von Erich is a former AWA World champion and the father of 
Kevin, Kerry, Mike, and the late David Von Erich, He and his sons 
engaged in several lengthy feuds with The Freebirds. 


PAUL ELLERING 

Once again, you've come to the nght man. 
I have files in my office overflowing with in- 
formation and data on The Freebirds. In fact, 
besides The Midnight Express, there is no 
tag team in the world that I have a more 
extensive file of video tape on than The 
Freebirds. 

What you're asking me is an unusual ques- 
tion because I've usually only had to deal 
with The Freebirds as a two- or three-man 
unit. Together, they are a most dangerous 

team, although I think The Road Warriors proved who is tougher. 
When you talk about The Freebirds, you're talking about a whole that's 
larger than the sum of its parts. 

Therefore, the only proper way to analyze this match is by breaking 
down those parts. Since you're asking me about a Michael Hayes vs. 
Terry Gordy match, we won't spend any time talking about Buddy 
Roberts. Roberts, by the way, is a much better tag team wrestler than 
he is a singles wrestler. 

The same is true for Hayes, His style and reckless nature is most 
fitted to tag team wrestling, where he can wrestle in quick bursts and 
then get out of the ring before he gets into trouble. He’s much smarter 
than people give him credit for—obviously, he’s basically the business 
manager for The Freebirds—and that helps him out, too. 

But when you analyze Terry Gordy, and get beneath the stupid 
country-boy exterior, you find a wrestler who's among the most dan- 
gerous in the world. Gordy is the only Freebird that’s better on his own 
than in tag team matches, From my standpoint, a Gordy-Hayes match 
wouldn't even be close. Gordy would win easily. 

Paul Ellering is a two-time Manager of the Year. He guided The 
Road Warriors to the AWA World tag team championship in 1984 and 
through a feud with The Freebirds, 


BUDDY ROBERTS 

This is all nonsense ‘cause it ain't never 
gonna happen! The Freebirds stick together, 
and what happened back in '8] can never 
happen again because we're all a little older 
and a little wiser. Besides, we're all drinking 
buddies and drinking buddies stay together. 

Anyway, you're asking me what would 
_ happen when two of the three greatest wres- 
ters the world has ever known get together 
in a ring and go at one another. Well, it's 
impossible to answer. You know, that last 
time na this all happened, one couldn't beat the other and it wouldn't be 
any different now. 

What's going on with Bamm Bamm and P.S. right now is all a product 
of a lite bad luck, Bamm Bamm got robbed of the belt and now 
Michael's trying to help him get going again and those damned UWF 
Officials are conspiring to hold him back, that's all that's going on. You 
press people are always trying to make trouble when there's none 
there. 

Know what I think? Bamm Bamm is the toughest wrestler in the 
world. He gets in that ring and he's ready to tear some heads apart. 
Michael “P.S."" Hayes is the smartest wrestling mind in the world, and 
he knows what he's doing when he steps into those offices with them 
officials and talks contract. He's not about to let anybody take advan- 
tage of The Freebirds. 

All right, already! Who would win? Nobody, just the fans, because 
they'd see two of the greatest athletes in the game going at it one-on- 
one in the ning. But if it happens, you can count on Buddy “Jack” 
Roberts to lay low until the smoke clears. I’m too smart to take sides. 

Buddy Roberts, a member of The Fabulous Freebirds since the 
team’s formation in 1980, stands to be the biggest loser in a Hayes- 
Gordy battle. 
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SCOREBOARD 


TULLY BLANCHARD vs. DUSTY RHODES 


Dusty flattens Dillon’s head (above left) and Tully’s entire body (above right). 


NWA wrestling came to the Los 
Angeles Forum as Tully Blanchard 
squared off against Dusty Rhodes in 
a match for Tully's NWA television 
tile. As an added incentive, Blan- 
chard and manager J.J. Dillon were 
offering Rhodes an additional $10,000 
if he could take the belt. 

Referee Tommy Young signaled 
for the bell and the action began as 
Dusty delivered a bionic elbow to 
Tully’s head. The fans’ cheers turned 
to boos, however, as Tully quickly 
retaliated with a series of blows to 
Rhodes’ midsection. Rhodes came 
back with two bionic elbows and a 
series of jabs, knocking Tully to the 
mat. 

When Tully tried to roll himself out 
of the ring to regroup, Dusty 
grabbed him. Dillon also grabbed 
Tully, and a tug-of-war ensued. Dusty 
pulled both Tully and JJ. into the 
ring, and proceeded to kick Dillon in 
the head. He then held Tully with 
one hand as he delivered a bionic 
elbow to Dillon, then another, then 
one to Tully, and then an incredible 
moment—Dusty hit Tully with a left 


bionic elbow at precisely the same 
moment he hit Dillon with a right bi- 
onic elbow! 

Referee Young restored order to 
the match and rolled Dillon out of the 
ring. Tully comered Dusty and 
choked “The Dream” with a foot to 
the throat as Dillon hit Rhodes from 
outside the ning. Tully slammed 
Dusty, then followed up with an el- 
bowsmash from the second rope, 
gaining a two-count on the pin at- 
tempt. Tully scored another two- 
count when Dusty, following a 
snapmare, missed with an elbow- 
smash and crashed to the mat. 

Tully went to whip Dusty into the 
ropes, but Rhodes reversed the move 
and threw Blanchard into the comer. 
Blanchard surprised Rhodes, however, 
meeting The Dream with a knee to 
the head when he moved in for the 
attack. As Tully went to deliver a fly- 
ing bodypress off the second rope, 
Dusty caught him and threw him back 
into the comer, following up with a 
hiptoss that accidentally knocked ref- 
eree Young out of the ning. 

Dusty followed up with Tully’s own 


move, the slingshot suplex, and 
moved in for the pinfall. He had Tully 
covered for at least a six-count, but 
there was no referee to make the 
call. Dillon ran in to attack Dusty, but 
Rhodes met him with a forearm 
smash. Am Anderson ran into the 
ring and elbowed Dusty twice from 
behind, then threw Young back into 
the ning. By that time, Tully had 
crawled on top of Dusty for a pin, 
but Barry Windham had nun into the 
ring and a four-way battle was 
underway. 

Dusty had Tully rolled up for the 
pin, but Young refused to make the 
count, instead signaling the time- 
keeper to ring the bell in response 
to a disqualification decision. Young 
had disqualified Tully for Dillon’s run- 
in interference, which, though dazed, 
he saw from the ning apron. 

The decision so angered Tully that 
he and Am and Dillon triple-teamed 
Dusty, using Dillon’s shoe to open a 
wide gash in Dusty’s head. The deci- 
sion also cost Dusty, who would have 
won the title and the money if Young 
had made the count. 
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SCOREBOARD 


JIMMY SNUKA vs. COL. DeBEERS 


Snuka clubs a helpless and bleeding DeBeers 


The hatred between Snuka and 
DeBeers runs deep. At this point in 
their careers, it seems as if neither 
man has any desire to wrestle any- 
body else. 

This battle marked their return to 
the Showboat Pavilion in Las Vegas, 
the site of DeBeers’ heinous attack 
against the Polynesian star a few 
months back. Fully recovered after a 
lengthy hospital stay, Snuka is back 
in top form. He gained a quick ad- 
vantage against DeBeers—and main- 
tained it. He pummeled DeBeers 


26 / Wrestling 87 


with closed fists and hard forearms, 
answering DeBeers’ racist hatred 
with a violent explosion of fury that 
only a man possessed could have 
unleashed. 

After about five minutes of suffer- 
ing more punishment than even a 
hard-line bigot like DeBeers de- 
serves, the Colonel from South Africa 
fled the ring, trailed by a cascade of 
boos from the fans and a stream of 
blood from the wound Snuka had 
opened in his head. This war is far 
from over. 


MISTY BLUE SIMMES 
vs. KAT LeROUX 


IWF champion Misty Blue Simmes 
and challenger Kat LeRoux have 
wrestled each other so many times, it 
is a fan’s delight to watch them try to 
outmaneuver one another and antici- 
pate each other’s moves. 

Misty’s IWF title wasn’t on the line 
in this match, but LeRoux was hop- 
ing that by defeating Misty, she 


Misty gives Kat a camelback 


would score a psychological edge in 
the senes. 

The fans on hand at the Broward 
County Fair in Ft. Lauderdale, Flori- 
da, were impressed by the skills of 
both Misty and LeRoux, though par- 
ticularly by Misty’s aerial style, which 
emulates that of Rick Morton and 
Robert Gibson, The Rock ’n’ Roll 
Express. 

LeRoux battled fiercely, scoring 
several near-pinfalls on the champi- 
on, but once taken to the mat, Misty 
was able to reverse the trend and 
capture LeRoux in a series of head- 
locks and chinlocks that immobilized 
the contender and set her up for the 
pin at the 12:07 mark. 


SCOREBOARD 


Steve Williams, who has been 


baths throughout the UWF, took a 
break from his war with the former 
UWF champion to battle an associate 
of The Fabulous Freebirds, The An- 
gel of Death. 

Indeed, some fans at the Sam 
Houston Coliseum in Houston called 
this bout “a trie death match’”—Dr. 
Death against The Angel of Death. 

The match was a wild brawl as 
Williams used every power move 
and maneuver in his repertoire to 
weaken the formidable Angel. But, 
remarkably, these moves had little ef- 
fect. At one point in the bout, Wil- 
liams dropped to a three-point stance 
and hit the Angel with a driving 
shoulderblock. The Angel hit the mat 
but simply bounced back to his feet, 
ready to take on Williams again. 

Williams, who proved himseif the 
toughest man in the UWF by winning 


bgp *. 


STEVE WILLIAMS vs. THE ANGEL OF DEATH 


feuding with Terry Gordy in blood- © 


4 evening’s war between Williams and 


THE BRITISH BULLDOGS vs. THE HART FOUNDATION 


When the WWF scheduled its see the injured Dynamite Kid fulfill 
television taping for The Sundome in the British Bulldogs’ match contract 
Tampa, Florida, few fans expected to with The Hart Foundation. But he 


With no fear of DQ, Hart and Neidhart attack Smith 


the $50,000 PWI/UWF tournament 
several months ago, would eventual- 
ly wear the Angel down. After nearly 
10 minutes of non-stop action, the 
Angel charged at Williams with a 
shoulderblock just as Williams was 
charging the Angel with a clothes- 
line. The Angel reached his target 
first, negating some of the effect of 
the clothesline, but the force of Wil- 
liams’ blow stunned the Angel. Wil- 
liams kept up the attack, never allow- 
ing the Angel to recover, and, at the 
14:51 mark, Dr. Death took a pinfall 
victory. 

The match was over, but not that 


the Angel. The two would meet 
again later in the evening in a six- 
man match as Williams, Ted DiBiase, 
and The Missing Link battled the 
threesome of the Angel, Michael 
Hayes, and Buddy Roberts to a dou- 
ble-disqualification. 


did. 

A month earlier, Dynamite had un- 
dergone surgery to have a disc re- 
moved from his spine. Davey Boy 
Smith carmed his partner to the ring 
piggyback to minimize the strain on 
Kid’s back, but before the match be- 
gan, Jimmy Hart hit Kid with his 
megaphone and knocked him to the 
arena floor. 

Referee Danny Davis repeatedly 
went over to where Kid was lying 
and kept indicating that he should 
climb up to the ring apron. Smith 
was handling all the action in the 
ring, and had eliminated Brett Hart 
with a dropkick, but when he cov- 
ered Jim Neichart for the pin, Davis 
was stil out of the ring near 
Dynamite. 

Smith pulled Davis into the ring, 
and The Hart Foundation quickly 
double-teamed him. They delivered 
the “Hart attack”—a flying clothes- 
line—and Neidhart covered Smith for 
the pin. Three slaps of Danny Davis’ 
hand later, new WWF World tag 
team champions were crowned. [) 
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INTERVIEW 87 


WRESTLING 87: Why now, Lex, 
why did you make the move to the 
World Championship area? 
LUGER: Well, it was time, Craig. I’d 
been thinking about a move out of 
Florida for a while, and I'd been 
considering a lot of alternatives. I’m 
sure you know that after | was voted 
Rookie of the Year by the fans, | 
had a lot of offers coming in. 
WRESTLING 87: So why the World 
Championship area? And why The 
Four Horsemen? 

LUGER: | like to be with winners, 
Craig, it’s that simple. When you're 
looking to be the best, you asso- 
ciate yourself with the best. The 
Four Horsemen are the best. 
WRESTLING 87: A lot of people 


LEX LUGER 


January 17, 1987, was a very significant day in the career of Lex Luger. For that was the day when, during 
his first appearance on WTBS' World Championship Wrestling, Luger declared his intentions of becoming 
a member of The Four Horsemen. It was a statement that would irrevocably shape the course of his career. 
Luger, a former USFL player with the Memphis Showboats, made his professional ring debut on October 
31, 1985, when he defeated Ed Gantner. Only 19 days later, Luger downed Wahoo McDaniel to capture the 
Southern heavyweight crown, a championship that would bear Luger’s name for all but about five weeks of 


his Florida tenure. 


others. 


the Wrestler of the Year category. 


change was.” 


would say that the Horsemen are 
the worst. 

LUGER: A lot of people don’t have 
championship belts. 

WRESTLING 87: But your record in 
Florida speaks for itself. You were 
Southern champion for over a year, 
you were without the title only twice, 
losing it for one month and one 
week to Jesse Barr and Masked 
Superstar respectively. Plus your 
matches against Flair. That’s an in- 
credible record for a rookie, espe- 
cially since you won the Southern 
title less than three weeks after your 
debut. With those credentials, why 
ally yourself with the Horsemen? 
LUGER: I’m good. I’m certainly not 
going to deny that, but the Horse- 


During his time in Florida, Luger wrestled Ric Flair several times for the NWA World title. He took the cham: 
pion to a one-hour draw on several occasions, and came within a hair's breadth of pinning Flair on several 


Judging from Luger’s success his first year in the ring, his mentors Hiro Matsuda and Bob Roop have 
trained him well. And the fans recognized Luger's excellence as well: In the annual Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
poll, the fans not only elected him 1986 Rookie of the Year, but cast a record number of voies for a rookie in 


Since arriving in the World Championship area, however, Luger’s career has taken a strange turn. First, he 
declared he wanted to become a member of the Horsemen. Then Barry Windham, his feuding-enemy-turnea- 
friend in Florida, begged Luger not to associate himself with the Horsemen. Luger told Windham that he’ll do 
whatever he feels like doing, and a renewal of the Luger-Windham feud is on the verge of resuming. 

Indeed, Luger’s place in the Horsemen seems assured. As of press time, Luger’s been offered a percent- 
age of stock in Tully Blanchard Enterprises, and the team of Blanchard and Luger has been named the num- 
ber eight seed for the second annual Jim Crockett Sr. Memorial Cup tag team tournament. 

Why would Luger prefer to ally himself with Ric Flair and eliminate his chances at winning the NWA World 
title? Why would Luger throw away the adoration of the fans that he’s worked so hard to attain? Why is Luger 
willing to sacrifice his friendship with Barry Windham? Why would Luger embrace a foursome that has be- 
come professional wrestling’s most notorious band of rogues? 

“These were all questions | wanted answers to,” said Wrestling 87 Managing Editor Craig Peters, who 
traveled to Atlanta to interview Luger. ‘‘Luger’s quickly become a centerpiece in professional wrestling, and | 
wonder whether he’s not cracking under the blinding brightness of the public spotlight. There was a profound 
change that took place between Florida and the World Championship area, and | wanted to find out what that 


men are what's happening in wres- 
tling today. Ric Flair is the number 
one man in the sport, bar none. All 
you have to do is look at your own 
ratings for the past few years, and 
you'll see that Flair has been rated 
number one in your own Top 10 
over and over again. 

WRESTLING 87: But you weren't 
that far yourself from unseating 
Flair. 

LUGER: But there’s no need for me 
to right now. Flair is the NWA World 
champion, Tully [Blanchard] is the 
NWA TV champion, Ole and Arn 
[Anderson] are superb grapplers, 
and J.J. [Dillon] is the consummate 
business manager. | can do a lot 
more for my own career by working 
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with the Horsemen instead of 
against them. 

WRESTLING 87: But by saying you 
wanted to be a member of the 
Horsemen ... | mean, first of all, it’s 
cost you your friendship with Barry 
Windham. 

LUGER: Who’s done what for me? 
Tell rhe one thing that Barry Wind- 
ham has done to further my career, 
and I'll tell you that you have no 
idea of what the relationship be- 
tween me and Barry was in Florida. 
WRESTLING 87: But... 

LUGER: But nothing. The best Bar- 
ry and | had was a truce. 
WRESTLING 87: You know, what 
your attitude seems to indicate to 
me is that you made the decision 
that you wanted to be a member of 
the Horsemen long before you went 
to the World Championship area. 
LUGER: That’s not the kind of deci- 
sion you make too quickly, although 
| must admit that it’s also not the 
kind of decision where there are 
very many attractive alternatives. 
WRESTLING 87: Some critics have 
said that ... 

LUGER: Don’t give me any of this 
“some critics” crap, just ask me the 
question. 

WRESTLING 87: All right. Is your 
joining the Horsemen just a way of 
avoiding Flair, of saying that if you 
"can’t beat him, you might as well 
Lex Luger explains to Barry Windham why he has decided to associate himself with The Four Horsemen. join him, of avoiding the embarrass- 
The two men were allies in Florida, but their opposite ring philosophies have caused a split that could ment of defeat at the hands of Flair 
lead"to’ a) feud. on a national scope? 


FROM ROOKIE OF THE YEAR TO SOPHOMORE JINX? 


You may like the fact that Lex Luger has aspirations of becoming a member of The Four Horsemen, or you may 
condemn Luger for his recent actions. But the fact of the matter is, unless Luger’s career takes a drastic turn for 
the worse, the 1986 Pro Wresiling Illustrated Rookie of the Year is on his way to becoming a truly dominant force in 
the sport in the 1990s. 

eS SS But past rookies of the year, seemingly headed for immortality, haven’t always 
been so lucky. 

Currently residing in the “Where Are They Now?” file are Rookie of the Year 

award winners from the following years: 1985—Nord The Barbarian: out of the sport 
for months and possibly headed for the World Class area; 1983—Angelo Mosca Jr.: 
out of the sport entirely; 1981—David Sammartino: wrestling intermittently for minor 
3 promotions in the Northeast; 1979—Sweet Brown Sugar: wrestling preliminary 
> = a @ matches on rare occasions in Texas. 
Luger receives the 1986 Rookie of the Year Other Rookies of the Year have fared a little better. Men such as Ric Flair (1975) 
Award from Bill Apter. Will there be a sopho- and Bob Backlund (1976) have made permanent impressions on the sport since their 
Moret ei Kea rookie awards. Other men, such as Larry Zbyszko (1974), Rick Steamboat (1977), 
Terry Taylor (1980), and Brad Armstrong (1982), are doing very well in their respective areas, but have yet to attain 
the world title status they all covet. 

For the record, the other Rookie of the Year winners have been Mike Graham (1972), Cowboy Bob Orton and 
Tony Garea (1973, a tie), Tommy Rich (1978), and Mike Von Erich (1984). 

Will Lex Luger fall prey to the fate of grapplers such as Sammartino and Mosca Jr., or will he eventually find 
himself in the class of Backlund and Flair? 

The Four Horsemen may not be a positive influence, but they certainly won’t allow Luger to languish in obscurity. 

—Craig Peters 
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LUGER: That is the most ludicrous 
thing I’ve heard yet from any report- 
er or interviewer or writer or whatev- 
er it is you choose to call yourself. If 
you look at the wrestling scene to- 
day, and | refer again to your own 
ratings, Flair is the man. Period. 
End of story. Now there’s still plenty 
of gold up for grabs. There’s the 
U.S. title, which belongs to the man 
without a country, Nikita Koloff. | 
might just set my sights on that belt. 
Then there’s the vacant Mid-Atlantic 
title, which | could certainly win if 
the damn NWA would ever get a 
tournament together for the belt. Of 
course, Tully and | might go after 
the U.S. tag team title held by Barry 
Windham and Ronnie Garvin. Like | 
said, there’s a lot of gold out there, 
not just the NWA World title. 
WRESTLING 87: But the NWA 
World title is what you yourself said, 
dozens of times in Florida, that you 
really aspired to. 

LUGER: All things in good time, 
Craig. I’m a young man. I’m only in 
my second pro year. Flair, for exam- 
ple, has been at this sport for over 
14 years. I’ve got a long way to go. 
WRESTLING 87: Is it the money 


Luger intently watches the Brad Armstrong-Arn 
Anderson match from ringside (above). He sur- 
prises the crowd by tripping Armstrong, enabling 
Anderson to make the pin (below). After the 
match, J.J. Dillon welcomes Luger as an associate 
of the Horsemen (right). 


that lured you? 

LUGER: Oh, please, Craig. Why 
can’t you believe that I’m just out to 
be the best | can possibly be, and 
that I’m siding with the Horsemen 
because that’s the best way to im- 
prove as a wrestler today? 
WRESTLING 87: What do you think 
about the contention that Dillon and 
Blanchard have made a lucrative 
stock offer to you as a way to keep 
you happy, and prevent you from 
challenging Flair for his title? 
LUGER: You know, it’s not a case 
where | was undecided, Dillon made 
an offer, and that swayed me to a 
decision. | knew what | wanted 
when | came to the World Champi- 
onship area, and Tully and JJ.’s 
stock offer was simply icing on the 
cake. 


ae ae 


WRESTLING 87: In the past, you 
and Barry traded strategies for de- 
feating Flair. You've both compared 
notes, and you've improved your 
styles by doing so. How does that 
past comparison affect your current 


relationships — with Flair and 
Windham? 
LUGER: | am an associate of The 


Four Horsemen. I’m not a Horse- 
man yet, though | hope to be one 
someday. As for Barry, the fact that 
I’m an associate of the Horsemen 
pleases me, but it bothers him. 
Well, that’s his problem, not mine. 
My career is right on track, and 
that’s the way | like it. O 
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After eight months of 
trying, The Midnight 
Rockers finally captured 
the AWA World tag team 


(0, } belts from Buddy Rose and 
Doug Somers. Now they face the 

task of defending those belts. But is © 

there really any competition out there? 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


TANLEY BLACKBURN, president 

of the American Wrestling Associ- 
ation, walked into the dressing room 
and Marty Jannetty’s face turned 
white. Accompanying him was the ref- 
eree and a St. Paul wrestling 
promoter. 

Jannetty had seen this scene be- 
fore. Not too long ago, Blackburn and 
AWA officials entered the dressing 
room after Jannetty and partner 
Shawn Michaels had apparently won 
the tag belts from Buddy Rose and 
Doug Somers. After reviewing the re- 
play, the officials realized that the man 
pinned was not the legal man in the 
ring. The belts were taken away. 

And now it seemed to be happening 
again. ‘‘l remember thinking, ‘Oh man, 
we double-dropkicked Rose out of the 
ring and pinned Somers when | should 
have pinned Rose,’ ”’ recalls 
Jannetty. “I just couldn’t believe that 
they were going to take the belts away 
from us again.” 

But, as the officials approached The 
Midnight Rockers and Jannetty pre- 
pared to give the belts back, Black- 
burn offered his hand. “‘Congratula- 
tions on winning the belts, men,”’ said 
Blackburn. “I’m sure you'll make wor- 
thy tag team champions.” 

Jannetty and Michaels laughed. 
Blackburn, suddenly realizing the 
scare he had inadvertently put into the 
two wrestlers, laughed, too. And every- 
body associated with The Midnight 


Rockers spent the rest of the evening 
laughing, dancing, and celebrating the 
victory that Jannetty and Michaels had 
taken so long to attain. 

On the morning of a title match, 
Jannetty and Michaels usually spend a 
few hours reviewing films of their pre- 


The Midnight Rockers perform the “Rocker su- 
plex” on Doug Somers. When this massive heap 
drops to the canvas, Jannetty will be on top of 
Somers for the match-ending pin. 


vious matches against Rose and 
Somers. They'll grab a quick break- 
fast, throw some tapes into the VCR, 
and try to find the one key ingredient 
that will turn the upcoming match in 
their favor. 

But on the morning of January 27, 
1987, Jannetty and Michaels did 
things differently. ‘Marty came by in 
the morning and we sat down to eat 
breakfast,” said Michaels. ‘“‘We were 
just about to go watch the tapes and | 
said, ‘Listen, Marty, we’ve been doing 
things the same way for about eight 
months now and we don’t have the 
belts. Let’s forget the tapes, forget to- 
night’s match, and just try to have a 
good time today.’ ”’ 

“That day really did a lot for my 
mind,” says Jannetty. ‘“‘We went shop- 
ping, bought some new clothes, some 
records, had lunch, hung out in the 
city, caught a movie, and then headed 
for the arena. Not once until we arrived 
at the Civic Center did we think about 
the match. It really did us some good.” 

That night they stepped into the ring 
fresh and ready to wrestle. Fifteen 
minutes later, a Rocker double-drop- 
kick sent Rose flying out of the ring. 
The challengers then executed the 
move they call ‘‘The Rocker Suplex.”’ 
Michaels lifted Somers into suplex po- 
sition and Jannetty came flying off the 
turnbuckles with a bodypress for the 
pin. It was all over. 

In the entire history of the AWA tag 
(Continued on page 50) 


THE AWA TAG 


Pe le 
Above: Most people clamor to be close to Andre. Right: Imagine living 


in a world designed for people two feet shorter. Far right: Andre loves 
children, and he finds it distressing when they are afraid of him. 


Above left: Andre is legendary in Japan, where he has had some of his greatest ring success. Above 
right: Andre tries to strangle Bobby Heenan, the man who has since managed him into the WWF title 
picture. Right: Back in 1978, the Giant singlehandedly takes on Ric Flair and Greg Valentine. 
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By Dr. Terry Todd 


NCE UPON A time, in a farmhouse 

in France, a baby boy was bom. 
“Such hands,” his father said. “Perhaps he 
will be a man to match my father.” 

“But you have told me that your father 
was a giant,” said his wife with a smile. 
“Was he truly as large as you say? A head 
above two meters, and 250 kilos?” 

“All that and more,” the father replied 
sternly. “I am the son of a giant. Why not 
the father of one as well?” 

And so it came to pass that as the boy 
did the work, ate the food and breathed 
the air of rural France, he grew. And 
grew. And grew again, reaching a height of 
63” and a weight of more than 200 
pounds as he entered his 12th year. Even 
then he could do the work of a man. One 
day, as he was raking hay beside his fa- 
ther, a friend of the farm’s owner drove 
slowly past the field in a Rolls-Royce. 

“T will own such a car as that someday,” 
the tall boy said quietly as he paused to 
watch the elegant machine glide by. 

“Stop dreaming and start raking,” his 
father replied. “You are a big boy, but that 
dream is too big even for you.” 

Two more summers passed and the 
boy's body as well as his dreams continued 
to wax. Neither his clothes nor his circum- 
stances seemed ever to fit. Finally, when 
he was 14, the farm and the village could 
contain him no longer, and he left his 
home and family to seek his fortune. 

Five more years went by. Then, one 
aftemoon, while his mother was in the 
kitchen preparing a quiche, she heard a 
knock. “Ce grand, who could it be?” she 
said to herself as she saw a large car out 
the window on her way to the door. “And 
me all covered with flour!” As she opened 
the door she beheld an enormous man, all 
hands and feet, smiling enormously. She 
stood there dumb struck. 

“Is the man of the house at home?” the 
huge stranger inquired, at which point she 
rushed from the room, calling to her hus- 
band. Together they approached the door- 
way and the man who filled it. 

“Yes, can I help you?” said the hus- 
band, cautiously looking up. 

‘May I ask how you like the car?” re- 
plied the giant. He stepped aside and with 


a slow sweep of his massive hand indicated 
a long, shining limousine. A Rolls-Royce. 

“Tt is beautiful, but what has that to do 
with us?” the husband said suspiciously as 
the wife drew closer to him. 

‘Do you know who I am?” the stranger 
asked, still smiling down at them. 

The wife hesitated then said, “Have I 
not seen you on television? Are you not 
the famous wrestler, Jean Ferre?” 

“Yes, I have wrestled often on televi- 
sion,” said the colossal stranger, continuing 
to smile. 

Finally, the husband looked out again 
at the Rolls, peered up again into the 
stranger’s deep-set, twinkling eyes, turned 
to his wife and exclaimed, “Do you not 
recognize your own son come home to 
you at last? Jean Ferre is only a nom de 
guerre. This man is our son, Andre, 
grandson of my father.” 

Indeed, during the five years young An- 
dre had been estranged from his parents, 
he had grown so large that even his moth- 
er and father failed at first, and even sec- 
ond, glance to recognize him, or to con- 
nect the giant they had seen on television 
with the gangly dreamer who had _hied 
himself to Paris so long before. 

What had happened after Andre left for 
the city was that because of his size and 
strength he had been hired by a furniture- 
moving firm. Impressed, the firm encour- 
aged him to develop his already consider- 
able skills as a rugby player. He recalls 
those days in Paris as his rite de passage, 
a time in which he not only passed: into 
manhood, but passed as a man. He laughs 
as he recalls buying drinks for a member 
of the gendarmerie when he was only 14 
years old. 

When he turned 17, he was seen train- 
ing at the gym by several professional 
wrestlers. They were so taken by his size 
that they showed him some of their moves, 
and regaled him with tales of their travel 
and adventures. When one of them was 
injured soon after and a replacement was 
needed for a match, Andre was asked to 
perform. As might be expected, he was, 
shall we say, a huge success, and he real- 
ized he had found his calling. The Brazil- 
ian philosopher, Paulo Freire, has ob- 
served that the only education of much 
value is learning to understand one’s true 


He risked a career-long love affair with the 
fans for his one shot at glory. To understand 
how difficult it was to make that monumental 
decision, one must know Andre the Giant for 
more than being the largest man in wrestling 
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position in the world in such a way as to 
act on that understanding and improve the 
position. If Freire is correct, Andre gradu- 
ated with highest honors that night in his 
short, preliminary bout. 

In his first two years as a professional 
wrestler, Andre Roussimoff, a.k.a. Jean 
Ferre, did indeed grow—not only in stat- 
ure, but in wealth and worldliness. By his 
early 20s he had wrestled in Algeria, South 
Africa, Morocco, Tunisia, England, Scot- 
land, and most of non-Communist Europe. 

Frank Valois is a Quebecois just tuned 
65, and, though he goes a bit slowly now, 
he has a width and heaviness of bone that 
give evidence of the power he had in his 
prime. He was with Andre the night of 
that first match, and for most of those 
barnstorming early years. Back home now 
in Montreal and retired after four decades 
in the ring, Valois serves as an adviser for 
the Montreal wrestling promotion. He re- 
members the boy-man Andre. 

“What a thing to see he was! Like a 
young mastiff. He loved to frisk, to joke. 
And to drink, and feel the drink. He was 


Heavyweight contender Chuck Wepner and Andre the Giant square off at the press 
conference to announce their boxer vs. wrestler match at Shea Stadium in 1976. 


so happy in the game. For him the hard 
travel was a joy. Eating all he wanted and 
drinking with us in bars and restaurants 
and seeing new people and places, it was a 
dream for a poor boy from the country.” 

So imparadised was Andre by his cir- 
cumstances that he threw himself into the 
finer points of his new craft, anxious not 
to jeopardize his lifestyle. “He was trying 
so hard always,” Valois recalls, “and any- 
thing the other guys could do Andre 
thought he should do also. In that first 
year or so he was around seven feet tall 
and he weighed 325 to 350 pounds, but 
he looked skinny because of his frame. 'm 
telling you, he broke up some rings and 
ring ropes leaming to do the dropkicks 
and to use the ropes right.” 

Asked about Andre’s physical abilities, 
Valois hesitates a moment, then says, “Lis- 
ten, I tell you this not because Andre is 
almost like a son to me, but because it is 
true. Many men were afraid to go in the 
ring with him, especially after he reached 
his 20s, because he was so large and 
strong. For all his height and weight, he 
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could run and jump and do moves that 
made seasoned wrestlers fearful. Not so 
much fearful that he would hurt them with 
malice, but that he might hurt them with 
exuberance. He was incroyable. Even his 
playing was like that. He discovered one 
day in Paris that he could move a small 
car by himself, and for quite a while after 
that he amused himself by moving his 
friends’ cars while they were having a meal 
or a drink, placing them in a small space 
between a lamppost and a building, or 
tuming them around to face the other 
way. His strength was so natural to him 
that he had no interest in lifting weights. 
He was interested in having a joke on his 
friends, not in showing how strong he was. 
I have lived among strong men all my life. 
I come from Quebec, the cradle of strong- 
men, home of Louis Cyr and the six 
Baillargeon brothers, but I have never seen 
a man with the raw strength of Andre.” 

Perhaps this could all be dismissed in 
light of the often hyperbolic nature of one 
friend’s memory of another, except for the 
validation of people like Ken Patera, the 


Andre and Hulk Hogan engaged in their first feud 6% years ago when 
Hogan was managed by Fred Blassie and was the most hated man in 
the WWF. Andre was better able to combine his strength and athletic 
skills when he was in better shape. 


via 


1972: 390 pounds 


1987: 497 pounds 


36 / Wrestling 87 


four-time U.S. national weightlifting cham- 
pion and still the U.S. record holder in the 
superheavyweight clean and jerk and total. 
Patera was the first American to clean and 
jerk 500 pounds, and many knowledgeable 
observers consider him to have been stron- 
ger than the Soviet Union's legendary 
Vasily Alexeyev during the early 1970s, 
when they vied for the world and Olympic 
championships. Standing 671” and_ often 
weighing well over 300 pounds, Patera en- 
tered professional wrestling following the 
Munich Olympics. He has wrestled Andre 
often and has seen him work on many 
cards. Patera is a rugged man from a 
rugged family, and he understands strength 
as few men do. 

“Let's put it this way,” he responded to 
a question about the Brobdingnagian 


Frenchman. “I honestly believe that if An- 
dre took a couple of years away from the 
game to train like the top lifters do, and if 
he developed a close personal relationship 
with his friendly neighborhood pharmacist, 
the world powerlifting records in both the 
squat and the deadlift would fall. No ques- 


Above: In their long-awaited bout, Andre showed 
Wepner and the world that a heavyweight is no 
match for a giant. Below: Even a superheavy- 
weight, like the 450-pound Canadian Mountain 
Man, cannot take Andre off his feet. 


tion. Think about it. He already weighs 
almost 500 pounds, with no lifting and no 
help from steroids. Hell, he'd weigh 600 or 
700 pounds and not be any fatter than he 
is now. He’s a wonder of nature. I've seen 
him pick up a 250-pound guy like you'd 
pick up your overcoat. | guess you know 
what he did to Wepner.” 

Wepner. Ah, yes. That would be one 
Chuck Wepner, cardmate of Muhammad 
Ali in that ill-advised boxers vs. wrestlers 
promotion back in 1976: Wepner had the 
dubious distinction of facing Andre in Shea 
Stadium in the bout preceding the much 
ballyhooed, ultimately farcial, Ali vs. Anto- 
nio Inoki match broadcast by satellite from 
Tokyo. Although the clash between Ali 
and Inoki tumed out to be more ludicrous 
than enlightening, the Andre-Wepner pre- 
lim had at least one genuinely exciting 
moment. Wepner had circled Andre dur- 
ing the first two rounds, tapping him ex- 
perimentally, as a mountaineer might assay 
the peak he or she had chosen to climb. 
Andre had premitted himself to be circled, 
no doubt postponing for the sake of the 
crowd the inevitable outcome. (The word 
inevitable is used advisedly, because over 
the years boxers have fared poorly whenev- 
er they have disregarded the obvious tech- 
nical advantage of wrestling and engaged 
in a mixed bout. Most of the boxer-wres- 
tler matchups, in fact, have ended by a pin 
within a minute, according to rng 
historians.) 

At any rate, in the third round, perhaps 
emboldened by the lack of response to his 
tapping, to his tapping, to his gloves so 
gently rapping, Wepner really clocked the 
Giant as they broke from the ropes. 
Whereupon Andre, in a more than usually 
fell swoop, angrily snatched his smaller op- 
ponent into the air and pitched him forth- 
with over the topmost rope, ending the 
bout. Quoth the Giant, “Nevermore.” 

Asked about this mismatch, Andre 
smiled and replied, using the word “boss” 
as so many men in the game do. “Look, 
boss, the boxer-wrestler business is almost 
a joke. After all, a man may hit me a 
couple of times, but if | cut the ring off 
and close in, what can he do after [ put 
my hands on him? The boxer has no 
chance, since he can't even wrestle in a 
clinch because of his gloves.” However, lest 
Andre’s words or his haughty dispatch of 
Wepner imply a disdain for the sweet sci- 
ence, it should be noted that the sports 
figure to whom Andre gives pride of place 
is Ali, a man who, during his career, hun- 
gered a bit after the glittery things in life. 
How odd it is, then, that of these two 
eminently successful men, both of whom 
have made more money in 15 years than 
most people could eam in many lifetimes, 
the one who by all rights should be richer 


than a thousand kings has less to show for 
his athletic and dramatic endeavors. It has 
been estimated that Andre earns about 
$500,000 a year while Ali made as much 
as $6 million for a single fight. 

The difference springs from two related 
factors—management and entourage—and 
their effect on the old bottom line. Ali's 
problems in both areas, of course, were so 
well known as to require few words here, 
but Andre’s circumstances bear examina- 
tion. He came to North America first in 
1971, to Montreal, and continued to ap- 
pear as Jean Ferre, working almost entirely 
in Quebec, though things didn’t go all that 
well there. The crowds were good at first, 
but then they dwindled, and even though 
he enjoyed the ambience of Quebec, An- 
dre realized that a change was in order. 
And so, through his friend Valois, a meet- 
ing was arranged in New York with pro- 
moter Vince McMahon Sr. 

“My initial thought was, ‘My God, I nev- 
er saw such a man,” McMahon would 
later recall. “I'd seen photographs and vid- 
eotapes, of course, and I knew Andre was 
74° and over 400 pounds, but I simply 
wasn’t. prepared for how he looked up 
close. He was unlike anything I'd ever seen 
before, and 1 knew he could become the 
number one draw in wrestling. I saw right 
away that Andre needed to be booked into 
a place no more than a few times a year,” 
McMahon said. “Most of our men work 
one of our circuits for a while and then 
move to another. It keeps things fresh. A 
guy may work New England for a few 
months, for instance, go from there to the 
South and then on out to spend some 
time with Veme Gagne in Minneapolis. 
But Andre's different. The whole world is 
his circuit. By making his visits few and far 
between, he never becomes commonplace. 
Now, wherever he goes, the gates are larg- 
er than they would be without him. I book 
him for three visits a year to Japan, two to 
Australia, two to Europe, and the rest of 
the time I book him into the major arenas 
in the U.S. The wrestlers and promoters 
all want him on their cards, because when 
the Giant comes, everyone makes more 
money.” 

Not only did McMahon divine the best 
way to showcase Andre, he also realized 
that the name Jean Ferre would do little in 
the U.S. to pull a crowd. But what should 
the big man be called? What name would 
produce in the fans the desired frisson? It 
was a crucial detail. Wrestling has always 
been filled with creative handles, ranging 
from the alliterative (Whipper Watson, Kill- 
er Karl Krupp) to the ethnic (El Mongol, 
Abdullah the Butcher) to the ethnically 
alliterative (Bobo Brazil, Tosh Togo) to the 
mysterious (The Masked Terror, The 
Mummy) to the simply and manifestly won- 
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derful (Whiskers Savage, Gorilla Monsoon, 
Fabulous Moolah), but McMahon correctly 
guessed that with the towering Frenchman, 
straightforward accuracy would be best. 
Hence, Andre the Giant. Perfect. 

Fresh come to a land where size in 
almost everything has been the terminus 
ad guem everyone aspired; a land where 
possession of the biggest car, biggest farm, 
biggest house, biggest pool, biggest boat, 
biggest football team, or biggest building 
signified rank and worth; a land whose 
seemingly limitless frontier had produced a 
people who went to the zoo to see the 
tiger rather than the ocelot, the elephant 
rather than the tapir, the gorilla rather 
than the gibbon and, no doubt, the greater 
kudu rather than the lesser, Andre quickly 
became the draw McMahon had predicted. 

For many years in the U.S., Andre trav- 
eled with a bilingual companion, often Va- 
lois or another francophonic wrestler, but 
as his English developed and he got the 
hang of life on the American road, he 
struck out on his own, completely free of 
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Above: Willie Shoemaker, the famous jockey, 
looks like a doll in the hands of Andre the Giant. 
Right: Andre arrives at a match in a specially de- 
signed van that provides extra leg and head room. 
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the sort of spiritual advisers, camp follow- 
ers, school chums and second cousins- 
twice-removed that have had so withering 
an effect on Ali’s profit and loss statement. 
One of Andre’s advantages, of course, vis- 
avis Ali, is that he wrestles 330 to 340 
times a year, presenting the same sort of 
moving target to potential hangers-on that 
Ali once presented to opponents in the 
ring. 

Three hundred thirty to 340 times a 
year. Have mercy. What can life be like for 
this 500-pound, peripatetic butterfly? To 
find out, I traveled for a time in his com- 
pany, going with him to Philadelphia, Bos- 
ton, Montreal, and New York. Once, al- 
most 10 years ago, I had met and spent 
some time with Andre in Macon, Georgia, 
and I was reminded again of that earlier 
meeting as I approached him in the dress- 
ing room at The Spectrum in Philadelphia. 
As he had been in Macon, he was stand- 
ing with a group of fellow wrestlers, and 
again lines from the Iliad describing Ajax 
came to mind. 


Above: Andre played Bigfoot, appropriately, in an 
episode of The Six Million Dollar Man. Right: Even 
Frankenstein is dwarfed by Andre at Hollywood's 
Universal Studios. 


Yon Achaian chief 
Whose head and shoulders 
tower above the rest 
And of such bulls 
prodigious 

Such bulk prodigious. Exactly. In an 
odd way, Andre’s height seems somehow 
less critical to the effect he creates than do 
his width and thickness. There are, after 
all, quite a few men these days who are 
seven feet tall, but they usually weigh 
around 250; Andre often weighs more 
than twice as much. 

This bulk prodigious results primarily 
from two physical peculiarities—unusually 
heavy bone structure and relatively short 
legs. As for bone structure, the best single 
indicators are the circumference of the 
wrists and ankles. The circumference of 
the wrist, for instance, tells much more 
about the overall bone structure than does 
the length of the hand. Consider this. The 
largest wrist circumference on record of a 
non-obese person was believed until re- 
cently to have been that of Cleve Dean, a 
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67°, 450-pound arm-wrestler from Geor- 
gia, whose right wrist is 10% inches 
around. Seven inches is about average for 
an adult male; eight inches is a very large 
measurement. Andre's wrist, however, is 
almost a foot in circumference, far larger 
than most men’s ankles, His wrist, in fact, 
is about average for an adult male westem 
lowland gorilla. 

And as for the effect of the relationship 
between his leg length and trunk length 
on his body weight, remember that most 
men of 6'6” and beyond have relatively 
long legs and short bodies. This produces 
both their comparative lighmess and their 
somewhat storklike appearance. Andre's 
proportions are actually quite normal—for 
a man of about 56”. The fact that he rises 
almost two feet beyond that height ac- 
counts for much of his weight, because the 
trunk of a man weighs far more per inch 
of height than legs. One of the reasons a 
gorilla weighs so much, in fact, is that, 
compared to a man, his trunk is quite 
long, averaging approximately 63 percent 
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During a taping of The Mike Douglas Show in 
Miami Beach, Andre, Verne Gagne, and the late 
Olympic gold medalist and professional star Chris 
Taylor hoist the host into the air. 


of his standing height as opposed to 52 
percent in a man. 

However, Andre's proportions, added to 
his height and unique bone structure, are 
only part of what makes him so truly gi- 
antlike. His hands, in particular, have al- 
ways drawn attention, not only for their 
length and breadth, but for their massive- 
ness. They, like his feet, are disproportion- 
ately thick, giving them an almost pawlike 
appearance. His fingers are so large that 
he wears a ring through which a silver 
dollar may easily pass. Shaking hands with 
him is a humbling experience, producing 
memories of boyhood in the largest of 
men. And his head, his enormous jut- 
browed head, scarred from both rugby and 
wrestling and crowned with a thick shock 
of wiry black hair, also appears to be larg- 
er than it ought, adding the final touch to 
his fearful symmetry. In part, his capacity 
to fascinate must stem from the combined 
effect his great height and breadth, his 
slablike feet and hands, and his colossal 
head have on our subconscious, evoking, 
as they do, our formative years, years of 
storybooks and fairy tales, years which An- 
dre symbolizes as he towers among us, a 
living manifestation of our childhood 
dreams. 

Interestingly, it is among children and 
adolescents that Andre often seems most 
at ease. They swarm around him at match- 
es and follow him wherever he shows him- 
self in the street, the children yelling for 
him to lift them high, high into the air. He 
is unusually gentle and quiet with them, 
saying, “I try to be very soft with children. 
1 don’t want them to fear me. Often, when 
| go to the homes of people who have 
small children, the children will run from 
me even though they have seen me on 
television. | understand why they do this, 
but it is a sad feeling for me, even so.” 

Andre’s experiences with small children 
not only support those who argue that 
television has an essentially trivializing ef- 
fect, but they also help explain how any- 
body feels when first in his presence. An- 
dre never enters a restaurant or bar 
without bringing all conversations to a 
close, as people stop what they are doing 
and simply watch him, incredulous, as he 
goes to a table or stool. His visual impact 
is so extraordinary, in fact, that it some- 
times affects animals. In two separate in- 
stances, one reported by Valois and one 
by Roger Sembiazza, owner of a restaurant 
in Studio City, California, trained guard 
dogs have tumed tail and headed for cover 
al first sight of Andre. Asked about this, 
Andre chuckled in his basso profundo and 
said, “Boss, it was so funny. Dogs often 
react to me that way if they don’t know 
me, but these two dogs were supposed to 
be so mean. So vicious. One was a Ger- 


man Shepherd and one was a Doberman. 
Both times I was asked to stand still while 
the owner brought the dog in, and both 
times the dog got one look at me and ran 
the other way as fast as he could go.” 

Although a giant can apparently stop 
traffic and even take the starch out of a 
guard dog, one of the real problems Andre 
shares with other of history's giants is sim- 
ply living among men. Many cultures, our 
own included, have legends of a time in 
which giants held sway over us, only to be 
finally vanquished themselves. These days, 
although Andre doesn’t have to fear valiant 
knights or enraged townspeople or Jacks 
of any sort, his own life among men is not 
an easy one. Imagine, if you will, reading 
about a film like Platoon and hearing it 
discussed by everyone, knowing all the 
while that unless you cared to stand in the 
back of the theater you couldn't go, be- 
cause the seats provided would fit neither 
your length nor your breadth. Imagine, if 
you will, passing a display window filled 
with handsome fall clothing, knowing that 
although you could easily afford to buy 
whatever you pleased, not a thing in the 
store would fit, except perhaps the scarves. 

Or imagine seeing a Ferrari snap 
around a corner, and realizing that, where- 
as a good month’s income would give you 
the title, even a shoehom and Vaseline 
could never get you behind the wheel. 
Many obese people, of course, are similarly 
excluded, yet with few exceptions they 
have been partners, often quite willing 
ones, in their own exclusion. When the 
truly fat fly, they are forced by their avoir- 
dupois to buy a first-class ticket and pray 
for a slow day along the alimentary canal, 
yet they must admit to many thousands of 
forkings that have made all the difference 
between themselves and people of a more 
normal size. Their plight, however, seems 
to us rather more comic than tragic be- 
cause they usually have the means, if not 
the will, to rejoin their smaller brethren. 
Not so with Andre, who has no choice but 
to suffer many indignities, including the 
ironic discomfort of a nightly succession of 
Proscrustean beds. 

Watching him squeeze into a cab is an 
almost painful experience. Once, in New 
York City, he hailed a cab for himself and 
three friends, ushered them into the back 
and then somehow jammed himself into 
the front seat, only to be unable to close 
the door. The simplest things can present 
problems. He must use an object such as a 
pencil to dial a telephone, because his 
fingers won't fit into the holes in the dial. 
He must choose his chairs carefully. Going 
through a revolving door, he must bend 
and take tiny shuffling steps to make the 
door revolve. He is unable even to consid- 

(Continued on page 52) 
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Wrestling 87’s 
Warning 
To The Fans: 


6 | atk YOU EVER been on your back, completely immobo- 

lized, uncertain whether you will walk again?’’ This is the 
question | am asked by Kerry Von Erich as we drive beyond the 
Dallas city perimeter, past cottage-bound lakes to his Denton home. 
Like any sportswriter worth his salt, | don’t for a moment think 
Kerry Von Erich is addressing the question to me in particular. It is a 
rhetorical query, designed to get me thinking of the difficulty he, the 
consummate warrior, has had coping with the injuries he received in a 
motorcycle accident last June. So I do just that. 

“T haven’t. I’ve never been seriously injured,’ I say. My answer 
doesn’t satisfy him, as if what he was asking was not a yes-or-no- 
question and I should have known that. ‘‘l guess when you spend so 
much of your life whamming into people and hurting them,’’ I add, 
“it must be hard to call a halt to it and sit down. It must be hard to 
do anything else but keep on whamming.”’ 

Von Erich broods for a moment. His bicep, nearly back to its 
original splendor, performs an involuntary flex. ‘I never try to hurt 
people,”’ he says, dancing around the issue. ‘But man, being out of 
the ring is the hardest thing in the world. I don’t think anyone 
understands that.”’ 

The world doesn’t wait for its heroes, and Kerry Von Erich knows 
that. Yet his actions in the past month—his triumphant, doctor- 
defying comeback to wrestling—endangers more than just his health. 
It places his entire family at risk, since 
the one eye they'll have fixed on Kerry 


will be one less eye they have on their 
opponents. 
“T didn’t hear any squawking when 


Kerry helped me during my come- 


back,’* Mike Von Erich said later, re- 
ferring to his brief tussle at death’s 
door in 1985 when he was hospitalized 


with toxic shock syndrome. 

But the situation with Kerry is dif- 
ferent. Mike Von Erich was fully re- 
covered when he came back to the 
ring. Kerry wasn’t. 

Following the accident, Kerry’s body 


was a gnarled, twisted, hideous carica- 
ture of its glorious self. He had to 
@ undergo 20 hours of surgery to repair 


If Kerry Von Erich listens to the 
cheers of the fans instead of his 
aching groans of his slowly 
recovering body, his physical 
health—and perhaps his entire 
career—may be in jeopardy 


By Eddie Ellner 
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a dislocated hip, lacerated right knee, 
and a compound fracture of his right 
ankle. Through sheer courage and stormy grit he has made it right 
again—almost. But when you’re a Von Erich, | suppose (although | 
don’t say to him), any time out of the ring creates a specialized 
anxiety that only a Von Erich can understand. 

Of course Kerry has his own reasons for rushing his comeback that 
seem reasonable. “Brian Adias,’’ he mutters, but that’s all he says. 
This is not an easy subject for him to discuss, although he has come 
to accept the betrayal of his best friend the way his brother Kevin 
eventually accepted the betrayal of Chris Adams. An uneasy silence 
descends as we drive past another lake, another row of cottages. 
Treachery has no business in this placid suburb. But the grim details 
of life seem to follow the Von Erichs wherever they retreat. Eventual- 
ly, you reach a point where you’ve just got to stop running. 

“Naturally, everyone will draw parallels between the Chris and 
Kevin situation and Brian and me,” he says. ‘‘But Chris was heavily 
influenced by Gary Hart, you have to remember that. | know Brian 
as well as | know my own brothers. And nobody—not even Al 
Madril—could make him do what he did. It was his decision entirely. 

“You know, people like to make fun of our family sometimes 
because of our values,’’ Kerry continues. ‘Perseverance. Teamwork. 
A genuine sense of brotherly love. Those kinds of things. But we 
really feel those are values worth preserving. And so did Brian. | 


(Continued on page 60) 


As Kerry clamps the iron claw on Brian Adias, 
Gary Hart interferes from ringside. 


THE PRIVATE SIDE 


ILLY JACK HAYNES knows how to live the good life. 
“He loves to swim, play tennis, although racquetball 
is his main thing, and he really loves the women,” says 
Wrestling 87 photographer Bill Otten. “But he also knows 
his limits. He never smokes, never drinks, and never 
takes drugs. He’s not really a workout freak, but he takes 
lots of vitamins and eats lots of health food.” 

Haynes, who once based himself in the Florida area 

and still makes trips there with the WWF, owns a condo- 
minium in Orlando and still admits to a special fondness 
for the Sunshine State. “The condo was on a lake, but 
he’d just hop into his Trans-Am and head for the 
beach,’’says Otten. ‘He really liked to be outdoors in the 
sun.” 
Haynes lives in Portland, Oregon, but owns a number 
of vacation homes. One of his favorites is the plush 
condo in Florida, complete with health club, swimming 
pool, Jacuzzi, and tennis courts. The surrounding area has 
everything Haynes needs and the wrestling fans there are 
among the most knowledgeable in the world. 

Haynes is very special to the children near his Florida 


condo. “He likes to stick with the kids,” says Otten. 
“They mean a lot to him. They ask him what it takes to 
become a professional athlete and he tells them that the 
most important thing is to keep away from cigarettes, 
alcohol, and drugs. He works very hard at getting that 
message across.” 

He also works very hard at keeping his Trans-Am in 
tip-top shape. “He’ll wash that thing and shine it every 
day, like it’s his baby,” says Otten. “He loves his car. You 
have to give Billy credit. He takes care of everything he 
owns.” Especially his body. Even when on the road, 
Haynes eats three square meals a day, supplemented by 
a complete vitamin program. 

On the day these pictures were taken, Otten picked 
up Haynes at the airport in Tampa and drove him to 
Orlando. Haynes ran into his apartment, threw down his 
bags, quickly changed into a pair of shorts, and grabbed 
his tennis racket. After a few sets with the club pro, 
Haynes took a cooling dip and swam a few lengths in the 
Olympic-sized pool. 

Haynes was now ready for lunch and he invited Otten 


Left: Billy sits atop his pride and joy, his black Trans-Am. Above: A few 
moments of relaxation in the Jacuzzi. Below: Haynes checks out the 
vitamins at the health store. 
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THE PRIVATE SIDE 


to come along. “I remember Billy standing outside his 
car when a couple of girls walked by and whistled at 
him,” says Otten. “He tore off his shirt and posed on top 
of the T-bar. The girls went nuts!” 

Upon arriving at the local Pizza Hut (pizza, he admits, is 
his one weakness), Haynes paused to play a dollar's 
worth of video games—‘“he’s a much better wrestler,” 
says Otten—and then finished off a pizza by himself. After 
lunch, Haynes had a few errands to run and stopped off 
at the local health store. “He walked in and everybody 
knew him,” says Otten. “He’s probably their biggest 
customer.” 

Haynes then stopped by the local sporting goods store, 
picked up a new warmup suit, and headed back home. 
He and Otten wasted the rest of the afternoon at the 
beach, then returned to the condo for a leisurely dinner. 
Then it was off to the evening’s matches, and back home 
before midnight to get a full night’s sleep. 

“One thing about Billy Jack is that he doesn’t abuse his 
body,” says Otten. “He knows what's good for him. And 
by the way, he’s a great guy. A really great guy.” O 


Above: Billy adds to his massive collection of sweatsuits. Below: Haynes 
likes to kill some time—and quarters—with video games. 


Conditioned athletes don’t like to sit around and do nothing. Billy “relax- 
es’’ by playing tennis and other racket sports. 
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"WORL D ERE 
WREST ING CHAMPION 


YOU DECIDE 


SHOULD THERE BE 
ONE UNIFIED 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP? 


URN TO OUR 

“Golden Moment” & 
feature on page 49 Re 
and you'll read about ‘ 
the first-ever title vs. ti- 
tle match between the 
NWA and 
World champions. 
That match took place 
in 1978, and since then there have only been three such 
title vs. title matches—Bob Backlund vs. Nick Bockwinkel 
(WWF vs. AWA, March 1979), Backlund vs. Harley Race 
(WWF vs. NWA, September 1980), and Backlund vs. Ric 
Flair (WWF vs. NWA, July 1982). 

Since there were no rematch clauses in any of those 
three matches, it was apparent that they were held more 
for their being a one-time spectacle than for any serious 
intention of unifying the two titles involved. 

Here at Wrestling 87, we recognize three world cham- 
pionships: NWA, WWF, and AWA. There are several 
other promotions, in the U.S., Canada, Puerto Rico, Japan, 
and elsewhere, that claim world title status for their re- 
spective champions. 

The prospect of holding a tournament to unify the 
various world titles, and to determine a singular world 
champion, enthralls and excites many fans. Bring fans 
from different federations together to discuss the sport, 
and the conversation will invariably tum to the question 
of which of the two federations’ champions can defeat 
the other. 

The reality of the sport is such, however, that such a 
tournament is not likely to happen. Not now, and not in 
the near future. The political ramifications of such a move 


are staggering. What 
would happen to the 
various federations? 
Who would decide 
~ when and where the 
new champion de- 


WWE Bob Backlund bridges out of a Harley Race pin attempt. Race and Backlund met in 1981 fends his title? Who 
at Madison Square Garden in a WWF title vs. NWA title match, one of only four matches 
featuring two world champions in the past 10 years. 


would decide the top 
contender on any giv- 
en day? The level of cooperation among the sport’s pro- 
moters has allowed only four world title vs. world title 
matches in almost a decade. How likely is it, then, that a 
high level of cooperation will be able to be maintained 
on a regular basis to provide a single world champion 
the visibility and high level of competition he would 
demand and deserve? 

But even if cooperation was attainable, should a unifica- 
tion toumament even be considered? After all, there are 
many advantages to a multi-champion system. Does the 
declaration of a single champion warrant the loss of such 
advantages? That’s the question we’d like you to decide 
upon this issue. 

What follows are three points on each side of the 
world title unification argument. Read them, then decide 
for yourself; Should there be one unified world 
championship? 

Fill out the ballot on page 59 and send us your vote. 
Results wil appear in the Fall 1987 edition of Wrestling 
87, and will be forwarded to promoters across the coun- 
try and around the world. 

But even if your votes call for a unified championship, 
don’t hold your breath ‘waiting for the tournament to 
happen! (Continued on page 59) 
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An Impossible Dream? 


Every Day! 


It’s Easy 
And We'll Prove It To You 
FREE! 


You may have thought you'd have to “pump 

iron” six hours a day to be able to enjoy the kind 

of muscular build other men envy and girls love 
Not so! Now a revolutionary new method, 

“3 Easy Muscle-Building Sessions a Week,’ adds 

inches to your arms, strength to your back and 

legs, and that gorgeous muscle-ripple to your 


stomach — literally in front of your own eyes 


Days, Not Months! 


Your mirror won't lie to you. Within a week your 
friends will see a change. When you put on a 
T-shirt they, and you, will wonder where all 
the muscles came from. Your build will taper 
from shoulders to waist the way you've always 
dreamed it might 

And you don’t have to sweat away in a gym 
or on a bunch of creaking machines. You'll build 
strength and power in the privacy of your 
own bedroom. 


Try This Quick Test 


Grab the “love handles’ at your beltline. If you 
have more than an inch of flab at the waist, read 
this next paragraph very carefully: 

If you really want to get rid of thot flab and 
have a trim, rock-hard belly, you can do it 
Absolutely. That goes for arms and legs too 


“I'm Too Fat.” 
“I'm Too Skinny.” 


There's no such thing as a man's body that can't be 
built up. 
You can be fat as a tub or skinny as a stick 
So what? You're making a fresh, new start. In days 
you'll look at your mirror in triumph, not chagrin 
Most men don't want to look as though they 
spend all day in the gym. They aren't entering a 
‘Mr. Universe” contest. 


WE SAY AN EMPHATIC NO—AND SO WILL YOU! 


Now You Can Replace 
Fat with Muscle... 

Have an “Iron Slab” 
Stomach...Actually 
SEE Improvement 


No, what they want is to look good in a 
bathing suit. They want to have the “V” from 


Here's What to Do, 
Right Now: 


Put your name and address on the coupon and 


shoulders to waist. They want to have that lean 
healthy, muscular look women love. They want 
to feel strong. They wont to surge with vigor mail it 


And there's no reason they can’t. There's no Because this program is effective in days, 


reason you can't every day you delay can cost you happiness and 
Oh, correction, there might be one reason 


If you don't bother to find out 


“What Does It Cost?” 


It doesn't cost you a cent to get all the facts, plus 


good looks. 
Your only investment is a postage stamp. Take 
another look in the mirror. This literally can change 


your life. Isn't your body worth one stamp? 


remarkable reports crammed with good stuff 
and photos! 
All we want you to do right now 1s get all the 


COUPON BRINGS YOU 
A BIG, ILLUSTRATED 
PACKET OF INFORMATION. 
NO COST OR OBLIGATION 


facts in front of you. And we won't charge you 


anything to find out. A big, very informative pile 


of information is yours FREE 


You can go as far as you like. You're the boss in 


this wonderfully easy way to look and feel great. 


Ay 


Universal 


Okay, I'm willing to look at your 


pocket of informaton, Rush it to me 


no obligation, of course 
IS THIS FOR REAL? 
Time and again we hear: ‘Come on, | Name 
won't be able to see bodybuilding results Address —— — 
in one week , 
Oh, yes, you will, This ad cost money, City 
and sending you the information costs State Zip 


money. You can bet we wouldn't make a 
dam we can?t keep, in print 


Universal Bodybuilding, Dept. 27 
Lock Box 6694 * Detroit, MI 48240 


The difference between this and any 


XL 


Course’ or “Regimen” you may hove 


seen before is one you'll spot as soon as 
your free fact-packed bundle comes in 


the mail 
If coupon is missing, write direct to 


Universal Bodybuilding, Dept. 27 
Lock Box 6694 * Detroit, MI 48230 


If you're interested, send for it. You 
have nothing to lose 


¢ 1987 Universal Bodybuilding 


BEST BET 


OWEN HART 


Facts & Figures 

Age: 21 

Height: 6’ 

Weight: 205 

Home Town: Calgary, Alberta 


Biggest Match: Defeating Makhan 
Singh in the final round of a tournament 
to fill the vacant Commonwealth Mid- 
Heavyweight championship on October 
31, 1986 ‘ 
immediate Goal: To widen repertoire 
of aerial moves, sharpen wrestling skills, 
and run The Viet Cong Express out of 
Calgary 

Long Range Goal: To become an 
established top-level singles or t am 
star in a major worldwide federatiing 


CRRA 
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WRESTLING’S 


Save 35% Off The Regular 
Newsstand Price! 


Your savings in ordering a combination subscription to Inside Wrestling and 
The Wrestler is the equivalent of getting 8 ISSUES FREE! 


= 
x 


os [ INSIDE WRESTLING and THE WRESTLER 


do not cover just one federation, they cover 
them all. If you want honest, unbiased cover- 
age of your favorite sport, INSIDE WRES- 
TLING and THE WRESTLER are the maga- 
zines for you. Our staff of reporters and 
photographers will take you to every part of 
the country, bringing you stories no one else 
“would dare print. If you subscribe now, you'll 
«4 insure that you receive the next 12 issues of 
both THE WRESTLER and INSIDE WRES- 
TLING and you'll save $15 off the regular 
newsstand price at the same time! 


INSIDE WRESTLING THE WRESTLER 
(Published Monthly) (Published Monthly) 


24 SENSATIONAL ISSUES FOR ONLY $27. 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND SEND TO: a 
T.V. SPORTS C1 Renewal (1) New Subscription 


Box 48 On new subscriptions, please allow up to eight weeks before 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 you receive your first magazine 


r 
| 

H 

| 

| 

I Please enter my subscription to both The Wrestler and Inside Wrestling. | will receive a total of 24 issues 
(12 of each magazine). | am enclosing $27.00 as payment in full. 
| 

| 

| 

: 

| 

L 


NAME 
(10,9) 5 ee pg 


Ct ——— NS 7 | eA | 
(Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries $32.00. U.S. FUNDS ONLY) 


GOLDEN MOMENT 


EGOTIATIONS HAD GONE on for years to have the WWF 
World champion meet the NWA World champion. When 
Bruno Sammartino and Gene Kiniski wore those respective belts, 
contractual details held up the match; when Pedro Morales and 
Dory Funk Jr. were the champions, discussions proved fruitless. 
But when Superstar Graham (WWF) and Harley Race (NWA) 
were the champions, it all came together in 1978. And it resulted 
in a bout, held at The Orange Bowl in Miami, Florida, that was 
appropriately named “The Super Bowl of Wrestling.” 

It was a best-of-three-falls match, and two referees were as- 
signed: Don Curtis of the NWA and Gorilla Monsoon of the 
WWF. It was a rainy night, and the canvas was slick as Graham 
and Race made their way to the ring. 

Graham won the first fall when Race conceded to a Graham 
bearhug. Race took the second fall when Graham was counted 
out of the ring. 


A BATTLE OF CHAMPIONS — AT LAST 


Bi. 


Race attacked Graham before the third fall, kicking the Super- 
star in the face repeatedly. The referees broke up the melee, 
forcing the men back to their comers. When the deciding fall 
began, Race charged out and continued to batter Graham in the 
head with closed-fist punches. A ghastly wound was opened up 
on Graham’s head, sending blood flowing into his eyes and 
hampering his vision. 

Referees Curtis and Monsoon held up the match for a moment 
to check the wound. Graham demanded that the match be 
allowed to continue. Only 20 seconds before the end of the time 
limit, Race clamped on a sleeper. Graham began to lose his 
strength, but he held on. Seconds later, the timekeeper rang the 
bell signaling the 60-minute time-lmit. 

The official decision was a draw, but the true winners were 
the fans. They had thrilled to an exciting title vs. title match, a 
rare occurrence in the sport. 0 
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team championship, Buddy Rose and 
Doug Somers might have lasted the 
longest with the least to offer. That 
they had the belts for more than eight 
months is probably the biggest sur- 
prise of all. The way they won them 
was probably the biggest farce of all. 

It is an established wrestling rule in 
every federation but the World Class 
Wrestling Association that titles can 
only change hands on a pin or submis- 
sion. Rose and Somers won the belts 
from Scott Hall and Curt Hennig by 
countout on May 17, 1986, in Ham- 
mond, Indiana. Apparently, the AWA 
had changed the rules for that one 
match without telling anyone. 

This brought an outcry of protest 
from Hall, Hennig, and most AWA 
fans. The pleas to right the wrong fell 
on deaf ears. It was generally as- 
sumed that Hall and Hennig would try 
to regain the belts, but Hall got in- 
volved in a nasty feud with Col. 
DeBeers and Hennig started teaming 
with Greg Gagne. The dearth of tag 
teams in the AWA meant that there 
was very little competition left for Rose 
and Somers. 

Except for The Midnight Rockers. 
So the two teams wrestled, and wres- 
tled, and wrestled, and The Midnight 
Rockers vs. Buddy Rose and Doug 
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Midnight Rockers 


(Continued from page 33) 


Michaels secures Somers in an armbar (above 
left). Jannetty flings Rose into the turnbuckles 
(above right). Beaten and exhausted, the ‘‘Pretty 
Boy” and the ‘‘Playboy” cannot believe they’ve 
been beaten (below). 


Somers became a staple on almost 
every AWA card. It became quickly ob- 
vious that The Midnight Rockers were 
the superior team, but Rose and 


Somers would always find a way to 
keep the belts. 

One of those ways was Sherri Mar- 
tel, the reigning AWA Women’s cham- 
pion. Martel, always dressed to the 
hilt, also served as manager to Rose 
and Somers and would often help the 
champions win or force them to be dis- 
qualified. She’d hit Jannetty or Mi- 
chaels, run into the ring when her men 
were in trouble, or distract a referee. 

And if there’s one‘thing a sexily 
dressed Sherri Martel can do, it’s dis- 
tract a referee. 

How ironic that a woman would 
stand in the way of The Midnight 
Rockers’ quest for the title. Jannetty 
and Michaels are the AWA’s cover 
boys and the women love them. They 
walk to the ring and are greeted by a 
horde of adoring females, all hoping 
for a brief closeup glance, a touch, 
maybe even a kiss from their matinee, 
or shall we say midnight, idols. 

“Women make The Midnight Rock- 
ers run,” says Michaels. ‘‘There are 
three things we love in this world— 
wrestling, rock ’n’ roll, and girls, not 
exactly in that order. Hey, that’s why 
we’re The Midnight Rockers. We love 
rock 'n’ roll and midnight is when the 
fun begins. Take a look at this.”’ 


Michaels reached into his desk 
drawer and pulled out a book about 
the thickness of a Stephen King novel. 
“This is my little black book, but | 
guess it ain’t too little, huh?” says Mi- 
chaels with a laugh. ‘‘We meet a lot of 
girls in our travels and | love 'em all. | 
said it before and I'll say it again. 
Women make The Midnight Rockers 
run.” 

Herewith, then, are comments gath- 
ered from some of the women that 
“run” The Midnight Rockers. 

@ “| go to wrestling matches for one 
reason, and that’s to see The Midnight 
Rockers,’’ says Jane Herman of Min- 
neapolis. ‘‘Marty and Shawn are abso- 
lute dolls.” 

@ “They come out of the dressing 
rooms with their cute little wrestling 
shorts and my heart starts to beat fast- 
er,” reveals Lisa Ritchie, a Las Vegas 
showgirl who has never missed an 
AWA card at The Showboat. “‘Listen, 
babe, | can have any man | want, and 
| want one of those Midnight Rockers. 
Preferably both.” 

@ “| love my boyfriend but I'd give 
him up in a minute for one night with 
Marty or Shawn,” said Veronica, who 
refused to reveal her last name. 
“They've got everything, looks, talent, 
great bodies, and really cute buns.” 

And from aman... 

® “| won't take my girlfriend to AWA 
shows anymore because of Jannetty 
and Michaels,’ says Michael Ross of 
Denver. ‘I’m not sitting around listen- 
ing to her talkin’ about how cute those 
guys are.” 

Make no mistake. Men also like The 
Midnight Rockers. Until they find 
girlfriends. 

How long will The Midnight Rockers 
hold on to the AWA World tag team 
championship? 

Only two teams—Ray Stevens and 
Nick Bockwinkel in the early 1970s 
and Greg Gagne and Jim Brunzell in 
the early ’8Os—have held on to the 
belts for more than two years. But the 
current atmosphere in the AWA sug- 
gests that, unless the Rockers depart 
for greener pastures, the belts should 
be theirs for some time. 

There's really no competition. Rose 
and Somers have never pinned the 
Rockers. The Russians, Alexis 
Smirnoff and Gordyenko, have the 
power but lack the sheer wrestling 
ability to defeat the Rockers. It’s been 
said that it’s lonely at the top. Right 
now, The Midnight Rockers stand 
alone. 

“We're ready to wrestle any team 
that wants to challenge us,” says Mi- 


chaels. “‘We're gonna be wrestling 
champions. Rose and Somers have 
an open invitation. Rulebreakers, 
friends, enemies, you're all welcome 
to take us on.” 

A bold stance, no? No, unless 
Jannetty and Michaels open that invi- 
tation to The Rock 'n’ Roll Express, 
The Road Warriors, The Fantastics, 
The Midnight Express, and The Can- 
Am Connection. Unless a talented tag 
team challenger suddenly arrives in 
the AWA. 

Rose and Somers made the perfect 
champions because they knew how to 
take advantage of the rules. As chal- 
lengers, they’re in a tough situation. 
To regain the title, they'll need another 
odd AWA rule change. 

“| think we know where we're com- 
ing from and where we're going,’’ says 
Michaels. ‘We worked very hard to 
win those belts and both Marty and | 
realize that it’s gonna take more hard 
work to keep ‘em. They say it’s harder 
to defend a title than to win it. Well, it 
was pretty hard to win that title, so | 
guess the task in front of us might be 
harder than anyone thinks.” 

Maybe so. But for now, The Mid- 
night Rockers are the champs. The 
clock struck 12, and the golden slipper 
fit. 0 
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A SECOND 
CHANCE TO CATCH 


“THE 
BIG ONES”’ 


The year-end issues of Pro Wrestling IIlustrated 
are always the most anticipated wrestling 
magazines of the year. And the 1985 and 1986 
issues were the best ones we ever published. Each 
is more than 90 pages, and contains the year-end 
features PW/ readers have come to expect. We 
have limited supplies of these newsstand sell- 
outs, so don’t be disappointed twice. Order your 
copies today. Only $5.00 each. 


Take check or money order payable 
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ANDRE VS. 
HULK HOGAN 


Staredown At The Garden 


RIC FLAIR 


Where Does He Rate 
Among NWA Champions 
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ALIFE SIZE 22” x 32” 
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Andre The Giant 


(Continued from page 39) 


er learning to play the piano because he 
would strike three white keys with one 
finger. Bathing in an average motel is an 
experience ranging from the unpleasant to 
the impossible. And, had he become Clark 
Kent, he definitely would have required a 
more commodious changing room. 

In almost every face of Andre's life he is 
hamstrung by his size, brought low by the 
Lilliputian world in which he must exist. 
Those few people in history who have 
been Andre's physical peers have usually 
been able to accomodate themselves to 
their fate because they could outfit their 
homes with special furniture and bath- 
rooms, and they could arrange their work 
spaces to fit their special needs. Even 
those who traveled with fairs almost always 
had wagons or trailers custom-made to suit 
them. But Andre is, in a very real sense of 
the word, a jetsetter. He logs tens of 
thousands of miles each year by air and 
standard auto and he stays in a different 
hotel or motel almost every night of the 
year. He has a lovely home near Ellerbe, 
North Carolina, and it is equipped for his 
unique needs, but such a home provides 
litle balm if you're there just a week or so 
each year. 

It is only when Andre works within driv- 
ing distance that he has access to a vehicle 
custom-made to ease the burdens of his 
travels. McMahon bought him a heavy-duty 
van, had the ceiling raised about a foot 
and installed an oversized couch. Naturally, 
Andre loves it. After a match he can climb 
in through the side doors, ease back onto 
his plush couch, stretch his legs and begin 
his nightly assault on the beer stashed in 
his king-size cooler. 

As Andre relaxed in the van after a 
match in New York City, he asked for a 
beer and then, as the can disappeared in 
his awesome fist, leaned back and talked 
about the related tribulations of size and 
travel. “Well, boss, it is sometimes a hard 
life,” he said. “Many times I have to ride 
for several hundred miles in the front seat 
of a car and my back and neck always get 
so stiff. You have seen it, boss. | must 
bend my neck and hold my head down 
between my shoulders to be able to ride at 
all in a car. I can’t see out very well, of 
course, and I feel so squeezed together. 
And, you know, people never seem to 
realize that 1 might get tired of being 
asked how tall | am or how much I weigh. 
So many questions. That's why I go to 
restaurants in the middle of the aftemoon 
or late at night. I want to be polite, and to 
make a nice impression, but sometimes it 
is hard. I would give much money to be 
able to spend one day per week as a man 


of regular size. | would shop, and I would 
go to the cinema, and drive around in a 
sports car, and walk down Fifth Avenue 
and stare at the other people for a change. 
Another beer, please, boss.” 

Andre does love beer, and his love has 
a constancy seldom seen in romantic love. 
Stories about Andre and his beer are le- 
gion in the world of pro wrestling and 
have an appropriately Bunyanesque quality. 
Friends report that he often drinks several 
cases during the course of a day. One of 
his closes associates has sworn that, in 
1969, in Mulhouse, France, he got 
through 117 bottles of German beer. Of 
course, given the amount of blood Andre's 
monumental body must contain, he should 
be able to consume mass quantities. 

People who knew of my plans to travel 
with Andre warned me not to try to match 
him beer for beer. But was [ not myself a 
large and robust man? Had I not once sat 
with the St. Louis Cardinals’ interior line- 
men at Jackie Smith’s place to celebrate 
the season's end by drinking gin and ton- 
ics out of quart Mason jars? Had I not 
knocked back successive tumblers of vodka 
with the previously mentioned Alexeyev to 
celebrate various of his victories? Was | 
not, by God, a_ fifth-generation Texan? 
Aware, of course, that | probably couldn't 
stay with Andre in a true contest because 
of the 210-pound difference in our body 
weights, I nonetheless felt that for a few 
hours after a match I would be able to 
keep up with him. To be honest, I actually 
looked forward to the opportunity of belly- 
ing up to the bar with the biggest profes- 
sional athlete in the world and swapping 
tall tales of various kinds, 

It was with this attitude that I went with 
him, after his bout that first night in Phila- 
delphia, to a local motel, where I checked 
in and agreed to meet him in a few min- 
utes in the lounge. I had been careful in 
our earlier talk not to mention his fond- 
ness and capacity for beer, lest he feel 
obliged to put on a show for me, and I 
was somewhat taken aback as I entered 
the lounge to notice four freshly opened 
bottles before him on the bar, one of them 
half gone. The other half disappeared as | 
walked up. 

“Come, boss,” he said in his cavernous 
voice, “what will you have? The beer is 
cold,” 

Not wishing to seem competitive, I only 
ordered two, planning to drink them 
quickly and get two more and gradually 
catch up without him noticing. I drank and 
drank and we were joined in our drinking 
and talking by Amold Skaaland, a former 

(Continued on page 54) 


July 1980/COLOR STARSHOT: The 
Sheik. Bruno Sammartino, Wrestling lI, 


Race, Ladd, Albano. 


June 1982/COLOR PINUP: Nick Bock- 
winkel. Adonis & Ventura, Snuka, 


Patera, Flair. 


Zk 


J 


MOH BIL AAAOR & TORRY BEG 


FRIENDS OR RIVALS? 


August 1982/COLOR PINUP: Dino Bra- 
vo. Steamboat & Rich, Andre, Martel, 


AUGUST 1982 


Piper, Blassie. 


October 1982/COLOR PINUP: Jerry 
Lawler. Ric Flair, Rhodes, Graham, 
Race, 
December 1982/COLOR PINUP; Rick 
Martel. Hulk Hogan, Von Erich, Orn- 


Funk Jr. 


dorff, Albano. 


January 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ken 
Patera. Rick Steamboat, Rich, Brody, 


Sullivan, Backlund. 


February 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan 
Putski. Rhodes vs. Garvin, Snuka, Su- 


per Destroyer, Bockwinkel, Funk. 


April 1983/COLOR PINUP: Superstar 
Graham. Mil Mascaras, Valentine, Orn- 


dorff, Hart. 


June 1983/COLOR PINUP: Cowboy 
Bob Orton. Rick Martel, Von Erich, 


Slaughter, Muraco. 


July 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan Koloff, 
Tommy Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snuka. 


August 1983/COLOR PINUP: Larry 
Zbyszko. Roddy Piper, Sullivan, Zbys- 


zko, Von Erich, Wrestling ll. 
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Race. 
Dillon, Sawyer. 


Bundy. 


Patera, Hogan. 
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October 1983/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog. Tommy Rich, Johnson, Ado- 
nis, Rhodes, Piper. 
November 1983/COLOR PINUP: 
Roddy Piper. Harley Race, Santana, 
Mascaras, Ellering, Valiant, Race. 
December 1983/COLOR PINUP: Wa- 
hoo McDaniel. Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, 
Steamboat, Hansen, DiBiase. 
rag? 1984/COLOR PINUP: Harley 
ick Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, 


February 1984/COLOR PINUP: Jim 
Garvin & Sunshine. Greg Valentine, Su- 
per Destroyer, Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 
April 1984/COLOR PINUP: Rocky 
Johnson. Ric Flair, Hogan, Andre, 


May 1984/COLOR PINUP; Hacksaw 
Butch Reed. Hulk Hogan, Road War- 
riors, Fabulous Ones, Flair, Rotundo. 


June 1984/COLOR PINUP: Dick Slater. 
Ted DiBiase, Wrestling II, Magnum T.A., 
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Bove epay i net ae 


JULY 1984 


July 1984/COLOR PINUP: Paul Eller- 
ing. Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, 
Gagne, Windham. 

August 1984/COLOR PINUP: Stan 
Hansen. Jerry Lawler, Sullivan, Slaugh- 
ter, Blackwell & Patera, Flair. 

October 1984/COLOR PINUP: Billy 
Jack, Kerry Von Erich, Martel, Blan- 
chard, Fabulous Blonds, Armstrong. 


BACK ISSUES 0 yy EEE 


restline 


ILLUSTRATED 


Complete your collection of PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss out 
on the excellence that has made PWi/the 
leader in wrestling journalism. PLUS—Each 
issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR poster 
of one of your favorite wrestling stars. 
Quantities limited—order today! [NOTE: 
Cover stories noted in BOLDFACE. ] 


November 1984/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Martel. Sgt. Slaughter, Von Erich, Road 
Warriors, Windham, Rotundo. 

January 1985/COLOR PINUP: Tito 
Santana. Road Warriors, Billy Jack, 
Hayes, 1984 fan ballot. 

February 1985/COLOR PINUP: Mag. 
num T.A. Rick Martel, Hogan, Backlund, 
Ellering. 

April 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie Gar- 
vin, Jimmy Snuka, Warriors, Gordy, 
Flair, Rhodes. 


February 1986/COLOR PINUP: Nikita 

Koloff, Mike Von Erich, Warriors, San- 

tana, Taylor, Barbarian, Race. 

April 1986/COLOR PINUP: Ric Flair. 
endi Richter, Adams & Hernandez, 

Dusty & Warriors vs. Flair & Andersons, 


May 1986/COLOR PINUP: Rick Steam- 
boat. Road Warriors, Humongous, Bull- 
dogs, Hansen vs. Martel. 

June 1986/COLOR PINUP: Kevin Von 
Erich. Hulk Hogan, Adams, Duggan, 
Scott Hall. 


July 1986/COLOR PINUP: King Kong 
Bundy. R & R Express, Hall and Hennig, 
Ventura, Warriors. 

August 1986/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
Rhodes. Randy Savage, Lugar vs. 
Race, Blanchard vs. Flair, Rude. 


October 1986/COLOR PINUP: John 
Studd. Nikita Koloff, Savage vs. Bundy, 
Landell, Flair vs, Lugar, Simpson. 
November 1986/COLOR PINUP: Baby 
Doll. British Bulldogs, Von Erich, Han- 
sen, Gordy, Flair-Tully-Arn-Ole. 
December 1986/COLOR PINUP: Great 
American Bash, Great American Bash, 
Midnight Rockers, Von Erich, Windham. 
January 1987/COLOR PINUP: Fabu- 
lous Freebirds. Roddy Piper, Nikita vs. 
T.A., Snuka, Simpson. 

February 1987/COLOR PINUP: Savage 
& Elizabeth. UWF Tournament, T.A., 
Baby Doll, Hogan vs. Orndorff. 


April 1987/COLOR PINUP: Lex Luger. 
Dusty & Nikita, DiBiase, DeBeers, Din- 
go, F Housecleaning. 

May 1987/COLOR PINUP: Steve Wil- 
liams. Andre-Hogan, UWF Tourny, Al- 
bano, Cornette, Dynamite Kid, Kerry. 
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June 1985/COLOR PINUP: Barry Wind- 
ham. Dusty Rhodes, Slaughter, Hogan, 
Von Erich, T.A. 

July 1985/COLOR PINUP: Sat. Slaugh- 
ter, Hogan vs. Piper, Warriors, One 
Man Gang, T.A., Martel. - 
September 1985/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog. Magnum T.A, Von Erich, Ho- 
gan, AWA scouting reports. 

October 1985/COLOR PINUP: Chris 
Adams. Rick Steamboat, Warriors, 
Nikita, WWF scouting reports. 
November 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ran- 
dy Savage. Ric Flair, Slaughter, Steam- 
boat, World Class scouting reports. 
December 1985/COLOR PINUP: Jesse 
Ventura. Great American Bash, Von 
Erich, Orndorff, Williams & DiBiase. 
January 1986/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Hulk Hogan, T.A., Brody. 
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wrestler who is one of Vince McMahon's 
road managers. The talk was good and the 
beer went fast and I took a few notes as 
the evening passed, notes that seemed to 
me to become steadily more perceptive. I 
smiled often to myself as I continued to 
drink and talk and write on my yellow 
note pad. Finally the bar closed, and al- 
though I have no clear recollection of go- 
ing to my room, I know I did so because | 
woke there late the next moming, fully 
dressed and lying on top of the_bedspread, 
my mouth feeling as if a cat had littered in 
it while | slept. 

My first thought as my mind swam into 
hazy focus was of my note pad. Sitting up 
with a start, I saw it, resting securely on 
top of the dresser. Not even waiting to 
shower, | took the pad to the table, sat 
down, and began to read. “Not bad,” I 
thought to myself as I went through the 
first couple of pages, anticipating the mate- 
rial to come. But the notes become in- 
creasingly unclear, at last achieving illegibil- 
ity. Caveat potator. Do not match drinks 
with the Giant. This lesson learned, I spent 
the remainder of my time drinking with 
Andre, not against him, and I can report 
with confidence that his capacity for alco- 
hol is extraordinary. During the week or so 
I was with him, his average daily consump- 
tion was a case or so of beer; a total of 
two bottles of wine, generally French, with 
his meals; six or eight shots of brandy, 
usually Courvoisier or Napoleon, though 
sometimes Calvados; half a dozen standard 
mixed drinks, such as Bloody Marys or 
Screwdrivers; and the odd glass of Pernod. 
He drinks as many Frenchmen drink— 
through the day—and he takes genuine 
comfort in his drinking, seemingly in 
agreement with the line from Houseman 
that “Malt does more than Milton can/ To 
justify God's ways to man.” But during the 
time | was with Andre, never once did I 
see him give any indication that the alco- 
hol was affecting him. Several friends who 
have known him over the years say that 
on the rare Occasion when he feels the 
need to tie one on, he avoids beer or wine 
and goes quickly through three fifths of 
vodka. 

Because he spends as much time as he 
does in various watering holes, many peo- 
ple wonder how Andre avoids being sin- 
gled out by the supposedly ubiquitous 
drunk with a yen to take on the biggest 
guy in the house. Two things about that, 
the first being that it’s one thing for a man 
to get well enough bagged to imagine him- 
self the equal of a 63”, 250-pound man, 
but 75” and 500 pounds? Come on. The 
difference is the same as that which allows 
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Andre The Giant 


(Continued from page §2) 


an intoxicated and/or hot-headed man to 
drive his fist into, and possibly through, a 
wooden door but refrain from driving that 
same fist into a steel girder. However—and 
this brings up the second thing—Andre 
actually fas had to fight a few times in 
bars. Skaaland was with him once in Que- 
bec City when a big lumberjack got so full 
of both whiskey and himself that nothing 
would do but to try out Je geant. “We 
were at this little bar after a match,” Skaa- 
land recalls, “and I noticed this guy kept 
staring at Andre. That's not unusual, ex- 
cept he looked like he was building up 
steam. And sure enough, he walked up to 
Andre, tapped him on the shoulder and 
cursed him and called him out. 


Antonio Inoki literally climbs up Andre to apply a 
short armscissors in a 1974 match. 


“We were standing at the bar, and An- 
dre tuned around to face the guy and 
spoke to him softly. He told him he didn't 
want to fight, and he even offered to buy 
him a drink, but the guy cursed him again. 
The words barely got out of his mouth 
when Andre grabbed him by the neck and 
belt and drove him into the wall across the 
room. | think it broke the guy's ribs.” 
Asked about this later, Andre shrugged 
and said, “I do what I can to avoid bad 
trouble, boss, but I have seen enough to 
know when a man can't be talked out of a 
fight. First I talk, but when I see the talk 
won't work, I want to make the first move 
and I want to make it a good one. Twice | 
have had knives pulled on me and I have 
had to use a barstool.” 

Like most people who drink because 
they enjoy it rather than because they have 
to, Andre isn’t bothered overmuch by the 
occasional dry period. Once, after an ex- 
tended trip to Japan and Australia, he 
found that his weight had reached the 
unacceptably high figure of 540 pounds, 


whereupon he put himself on a_ strict 
diet—no alcohol, and only one meal a day. 
In four weeks he dropped 80 pounds, 
which becomes less surprising with the re- 
alization that he consumes approximately 
7,000. calories in alcohol a day. 

As for his efforts at table, Andre seems 
to eat less than might be expected, 
though, of course, far more than the aver- 
age person. Four eggs, bacon, hash 
browns, four pieces of whole wheat toast, a 
pint of orange juice and two iced coffees 
suffice to break his nightly fast, and his 
evening meal, generally taken several hours 
before his match, will depend on where he 
is in the world, although the quantity will 
be about twice that consumed by your 
garden variety gourmand. Occasionally, 
however, he will hold back on the alcohol 
and give full play to his appetite. He re- 
cently recounted an evening spent in a 
small, second-rate restaurant. “I was tired, 
boss, and | only wanted to have a quick 
bite and go to bed, but this waitress, she 
kept pointing at me and talking about me 
to the other customers. Then she asked 
me in a loud voice if a cup of soup and a 
cracker would be enough. And she 
laughed. I told her no, that [ was hungry, 
and wished the entire menu to be brought, 
one dish at a time. It took me four hours 
to eat it all.” 

As he globe-hops, the Giant usually 
avoids this kind of unpleasantness by exer- 
cising great care in his choice of restau- 
rants. He takes the same sort of delight 
Hemingway did in scheduling his travel 
mwrangements as to arrive at the time 
and place that will allow him a chance to 
have a word with the owner and _ local 
friends and sample the specialty of the 
house. Although he admits to a slight pref- 
erence for French cuisines, he introduced 
me to a Korean restaurant in Manhattan, a 
delicatessen in Montreal, and an_ Italian 
place in Albany, all of which were excel- 
lent, and all of which were owned by peo- 
ple who welcomed Andre as if he were 
family. But the spot he seemed most 
pleased to show me was, understandably, a 
delightful Montreal restaurant, Le Picher, 
which he owns and which served a salmon 
mousse that was, as a friend of mine once 
said about a $200 bottle of German wine, 
all it should have been. 

As | traveled with him, it was a pleasure 
to see how well-liked Andre appears to be, 
by people in the game and outside it. He 
visited the kitchens of the restaurants he 
favors for a word with the staff, and wher- 
ever he wrestled he always made a special 
effort to speak to all the other wrestlers on 

(Continued on page 86) 
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Did you miss out on Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s Super Color Specials 5, 6, & 7? Well, here's 

a second chance to have wall-to-wall super color excitement! We are now offering a three-pack 

of these newsstand sellouts, which will be delivered straight to your door. Each Super Color 
Special magazine folds out into a giant 8-page 22” x 32” SuperCenterfold 


( fourtimes the size of a regular PW/ centerfold). 


G a, Only $8.00 for all three. 
a HERE’S WHAT YOU GET 
. SUPER COLOR SPECIAL #5 


Stories: The Girls Of Wrestling: Who's The Sexiest? . . . The Rock 
’n’ Roll Express Answer Your 10 Most Personal Questions . . . 
Action Update. 
SuperCenterfold: Hulk Hogan: 
Where Does He Rate Among 
Past WWF Champions? 


SUPER COLOR SPECIAL #6 

Stories: Hulk Hogan: Wrestiing’s Most Hated Man! 

... Lex Lugar: The Next King Of Wrestling? . . . Action Update. 
SuperCenterfold; The Road Warriors 
Win The Crockett Cup 
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~ SUPER COLOR SPECIAL #7 


r 4g Stories: Rick Steamboat: Is He Snakebit In His Quest To 
— 
Te ? 


Win The I-C Belt? . . : Steve “Dr. Death’’ Williams: His 
ALL THREE SUPER COLOR SPECIALS FOR ONLY $8.00! 


Prescription For Greatness . . . Action Update. 


MAKE CHECKS OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE AND MAIL TO: > si 
T.V. SPORTS 
BOX 48 AWESOME THREESOME 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


Please send me a three-pack containing Super Color Specials 5, 6, & 7. 
| enclose $8.00 for each three-pack | am ordering. 


PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 


Name 

Address Apt. 
City 

State Zip 


For all orders except the U.S. and Canada, you must add one dollar for every back issue ordered for boat 
mail, and two dollars for every back issue ordered for airmail. U.S. funds only. 
NO SUBSTITUTIONS! 


Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 
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SuperCenterfold: The Rock ’n’ Roll Express: Solid Gold! 


Andre The Giant 


(Continued from page 54) 


the card, even, indeed especially, the men 
working the preliminary bouts. In bars he 
never failed to give his attention to those 
who seemed to need it most, shaking the 
hands of the men and touching the shoul- 
ders or the hair of the women, many of 
whom seem drawn to him, as women often 
are to men who in one way or other 
represent power or majesty. Everywhere he 
goes there are women, women who range 
widely in socioeconomic level, age, and 
interest in pro wrestling, and he treats 
them all the same—splendidly. Andre sim- 
ply enjoys the company of women, and 
they enjoy his. He somehow conveys, as he 
softly rumbles to them, de profundis, over 
a beer or four, that they will receive no 
shabby treatment at the hands of the 
Giant. 

No doubt many people find Andre awful 
in the old sense of the word, perhaps 
grotesque, a monstre par exces, but to see 
him move, to speak with him and to watch 
him in the world, one is more likely to 
form instead the impression that all aspects 
of the man cohere. 

Even his level of energy is outsized. 
Many of his fellow wrestlers testify to 
Andre's ability to outlast them all when it 
comes to staying up for several days at a 
time, drinking, playing cards, and traveling 
to and from the matches. Left by his life- 
style with no real opportunity for hobbies, 
Andre's primary interests seem to be in 
cramming as much time, friendship, con- 
versation, and provender as possible into 
his daily life. He is aware, of course, that 
of the few men who have ever been his 
size, most have fallen far short of their 
allotted three-score years and 10, but he 
seems outwardly unconcemed by this, and 
eager for the future. 

By all accounts, however, Andre’s health 
is excellent. Until he suffered a broken 
ankle in 1981, he had never been to a 
hospital. When he did check in, however, 
he caused his usual stir, 

Dr. Haris S. Yett, the orthopedic sur- 
geon at Boston's Beth Israel Hospital who 
repaired Andre’s broken ankle, said the 
Giant was so uniformly large that all as- 
pects of his hospitalization were difficult. 
Andre had suffered a bimalleolar fracture 
of his left ankle when Killer Khan, a 280- 
pounder, leaped upon the ankle from the 
top turnbuckle. Not realizing the ankle was 
broken, Andre actually finished the bout 
and continued to wrestle every evening for 
more than a week, until at last the pain 
became almost too great for him to walk. 
According to Dr. Yett, unusual surgical 
tools and techniques were required for the 
operation; the largest screws available were 


needed to fix the malleolus in place, for 
instance. Two tourniquets had to be used 
end on end to encompass the thigh, and 
Dr. Yett described Andre’s cast as the 
largest they had ever had to make. 
Fortunately, the hospital did have a 
nine-foot bed, but Andre presented other 
problems, such as the method of anesthe- 
sia and the fact that the hospital’s longest 
pair of crutches were not quite long 


enough. 


Se 


When Andre suffered a broken ankle, the hospital 
that treated him had to take extraordinary mea- 
sures to ensure his care. 


The operation and subsequent confine- 
ment were not without benefit. This injury 
was the first of any seriousness Andre had 
ever sustained, and the months he spent 
recovering on his mountaintop estate, 
though often frustrating, made him realize 
how much he had been missing because of 
his life of constant travel. When Andre 
himself was a poor country boy in France, 
he wanted more than anything to travel, to 
make money, to be somebody. And be- 
cause of his size, his physical abilities and 
a fair bit of luck, he has traveled and 
made money and become, without ques- 
tion, somebody. 

The thing in his life of which he is 
proudest is that he has fulfilled his boy- 
hood dreams. He helps his family now. He 
has a grand home and possessions and a 
worldwide circle of friends, and he eats 
and drinks of the best. In fact, except for 
the inconveniences caused by his size, he 
has a singularly good and happy life, a life 
that was made possible by professional 
wrestling. 

“IT have had good fortune,” he says, 
“and | am grateful for my life. If | were to 
die tomorrow, I know I have eaten more 
good food, drunk more beer and fine 
wine, had more friends and seen more of 
the world than most men ever will.” O 
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SUPER FIGHT 
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SUPER FicuT COLOR SPECIAL /| 


HAGLER ~ LEO 


— 
PODETH AMAL YS¢ OF THE SUPER SHOWCOWN 
Tine Stites, Wins WIEN Whe Alerd Wry 


Featuring 
FULL-COLOR Features 
On 


THE MARVIN 
HAGLER- 
SUGAR RAY 
LEONARD 
SUPER FIGHT! 


Records, Fight Facts, 
Fight Analysis, 
Predictions, And More 
PLUS... 


ALIFE SIZE 22” x 32” 
8 PAGE SUPER CENTERFOLD 


OF... 
HAGLER VS. 
LEONARD! 


Get Yours Today! 


On Sale At Newsstands 
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Fight Color Special at your local 
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Crossfire 
(Continued from page 18) 


Russian is still intent on winning Flair’s title. 


that is all. Same Nikita. Better 
Nikita. 

EE: Happier, Nikita?. 

NK: Much happier. I feel like whole 
new world open up for me now. I 
place all my legs in one casket. 
EE: And all your opponents, too. 
This is really fascinating. 

BA: All your eggs in one basket, is 
the saying, Nik'ta. 

NK: The world has always been 
simple place for me. There is good 
Soviet Union and bad United States. 
It is easy for me to hate Americans. 
You see how my world is shaped 
then? But bravery of Magnum T.A., 
of an American, make me think 
twice. I think long and hard about 
Magnum and how he has done 
since his accident. It impress me 
very much. World is no longer so 
simple after that. 

EE: Aren't you afraid that too much 
of the Amencan good life might 
make you a softie? It's happened to 
others. 

NK: Not me. If Ivan Koloff taught 
me anything it was beware of 
American temptation. Of course 
Ivan Koloff live in huge house with 
servants and color television. Still 
most important thing is to defend 
U.S. title and to eventually win 
NWA World championship. And to 
win tag team title with Magnum 
T.A. when he returns. 

BA: How is Magnum doing?. 

NK: He doing well. I think of him 
every day and every night. He will 
recover. And wrestle again some- 
day. And if he can’t then he will be 
forever my friend and comrade. He 
will never lack for anything. 

BA: What about the threats we hear 
you're receiving from the Kremlin? 


Nikita leglocks NWA World champion Ric Flair. Despite the changes that have occurred in his life, the 


NK: I am here in America. I am 
public figure. What can they do to 
me? Beside, they scare only those 
ignorant to give them power. They 
are nothing. I spit on Kremlin and 
all its injustice. The poor Russian 
people are exploited more than I 
ever imagine. Someday I hope I can 
help. 

EE: J’m sure news of your success in 
Amenca never reaches the Soviet 
Union now. To them you're a non- 
entity. 

NK: Word spreads. Don’t you wor- 
ry. The people know what is hap- 
pening. But Ivan Koloff still much 
revered in Russia. People will be- 
lieve anything he says. That is 
problem. 

EE: J stil] don’t understand the align- 
ment with Dusty Rhodes. Lex Luger 
Is a perfectly patnotic Amercian. 
NK: Lex Luger—ptui! I spit on him. 
He is arrogant, selfish man. Soon he 
will understand pain. I speak that 
better than English. 

BA: Luger has said that he wants 
your U.S. title. 


NK: Wanting is a much different 
thing than having. Luger will un- 
derstand that as well, believe me. 

EE: It's hard to believe anything you 
say Nikita. What you've done is so 
unexpected it will be a long while 
before you can win our complete 
trust. 

NK: That is your problem, not mine. 
Like I say, watch me. My actions 
will speak best of all. Let them be 
the judge. Words, words, words. I 
am sick of words and ideology and 
propaganda. Give me the ring. Give 
me friends I can trust. That is all I 
need, That is all I want. 


THERE SHOULD BE ONE UNIFIED 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 

@ Prestige. Declaring a single world 
champion would afford that man a lev- 
el of prestige and fame hitherto unat- 
tainable in the sporting world. That 
man would, in tum, become an am- 
bassador for the sport worldwide and 
the focal point for the national media 
to watch. 

@History. A unification towmament 
would make sports history. It would 
gather together all promotions under 
one banner, it would pit the number 


You Decide 
(Continued from page 45) 


one man in each federation against 
each other, and it would result in 
crowning one individual the champion 
of the world. Such a tournament would 
enable fans today to be present at the 
most significant single event ever held 
in the world of wrestling. 

@Cooperation. One unified world 
championship would force the sport's 
promoters into a level of cooperation 
never before seen in wrestling. For- 
merly restricted by politics, it would 
enable the sport’s top stars from every 
area to wrestle each other on a regular 


ALL FEDERATIONS SHOULD DECLARE SIX-MAN 
TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS 


An overwhelming majority of the fans who responded to the “You Decide” 
question in our Spring 1987 issue said that yes, all wrestling federations should 
declare six-man tag team champions. A decisive 85.5 percent of the ballots 
were cast in favor of more six-man titles being added to the sport's roster of 
champions. 

“Of course all federations should have six-man tag team champions,” wrote 
Joe Grana of Old Bridge, New Jersey. “There are a lot of good six-man teams. 
The two world six-man champions—Kevin, Mike, and Lance Von Erich and 
Hawk, Animal, and Dusty Rhodes—are great teams. But there are many other 
teams: The Fabulous Freebirds; any three of The Four Horsemen; The Island- 
ers and Siva Afi; Tito Santana, Pedro Morales, and Hillbilly Jim; The Road 
Wanriors and Paul Ellering; The Midnight Express and Bubba Rogers; The Iron 
Sheik, Nikolai Volkoff, and Butch Reed ... I could go on and on. These 
wrestlers deserve to be recognized with world six-man tag team 
championships.” 

Also speaking for the majority was Joey Wagner of Sacramento, California. 
“T do agree that there are too many titles in wrestling,” wrote Wagner, ‘but 
six-man tag team titles are different because there is so much excitement. And 
don’t worry about the lack of competition, because if more federations claim 
six-man tag team titles, there will be more competition coming in from all 
over.” 

Matthew Marchinko of Uniontown, Pennsylvania, sent in these dissenting 
comments: “What would be the point? I would love to see Dusty Rhodes and 
The Road Warriors defend the titles on a semi-regular basis. But they don’t, 
because they are too heavily involved with other things. And this is the case 
with all wrestlers. To devote so much time to a title that would, by and large, 
be overdemanding and underachieving is simply ludicrous.” 


Mail ballot to: You Decide/Wrestling 87 
Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


(.) Yes, there should be a single world champion 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| (.) No, there should not be a single world champion 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Name: Age: 
Address: 
City: State: Zip: 


basis. 


THERE SHOULD NOT BE ONE UNI- 
FIED WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
® Variety. To have one world champi- 
on would severely limit the number of 
world title matches possible in any 
given year. It also eliminates the vari- 
ety provided by multiple world cham- 
pionship organizations: Any wrestling 
fan would agree that the NWA, WWF, 
and AWA have their own distinct per- 
sonalities, and those personalities 


would be homogenized by declaring a 
single champion. 


Backlund suplexes AWA World champion Nick 
Bockwinkel. A single world championship would 
bring problems as well as benefits. 


®Competition. Having several world 
champions allows up-and-coming stars 
several titles to which they can aspire, 
and several avenues by which they 
can attain national prominence. Unify- 
ing these titles cuts down severely on 
the quality and quantity of world ttle 
competition. 


‘ @Precedent. For years the sport has 


recognized multiple world champions. 
Declaring one champion would wipe 
out decades of wrestling history, ren- 
dering prior championships meaning- 
less and completely rebuilding the un- 
derlying structure of the sport. | 
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can’t believe he’s spent all these years 
with the family secretly fuming over 
the lack of attention he received. He 
would have said something. Or we 
would have known.”’ 

Brian Adias did say something. His 
double-teaming (with Al Madril) of 
Mike Von Erich and then Kerry is said 
to have sent Kerry’s recovery back sev- 
eral weeks. Kerry will only say the 
attack surprised him, and ‘‘might have 
aggravated something somewhere, but 
nothing serious. I won’t *wait for 
months like Kevin did hoping Brian 
Adias sees the error of his ways. I’m 
going to teach that traitor a lesson he’ll 
never forget. Then [ll deal with Al 
Madril.”’ 

I'd like to ask Kerry about Al Ma- 
dril. In his prime, Kerry would flick 
the likes of an Al Madril aside with a 
mean stare. When does an Al Madril 
suddenly become someone Kerry must 
deal with? Just how fully recovered is 
Kerry Von Erich? 

“Of course, I think he’s crazy,” 
says a Dallas surgeon familiar with the 


Kerry Von Erich 


(Continued from page 41) 


Kerry, with brothers Kevin and Mike, says a prayer 
before coming out of the locker room for his 
match with Adias (above). Adias goes right for his 
bad ankle (below). 


case, who requested anonymity. ‘‘His 
injuries need an entire year to recover. 
To continue wrestling is absurd. He 
risks his entire future without reason.”’ 

Perhaps this doctor is unfamiliar 
with the Von Erichs’ elusive battle 
against illness and death, although liv- 
ing in Dallas that is unlikely. More 
likely is that he cannot understand the 
family’s reckless attitude in a situation 
where caution is the only diagnosis. If 
he were a sports fan then he might cry, 
“Dizzy Dean! Mark Fidrych! Muham- 
mad Ali! Bobby Orr!” to caution Ker- 
ry to the dangers of a reckless come- 
back. How many bright futures have 
been dimmed by anxiousness and 
impatience? 

And Kerry Von Erich might reply, 
“Roberto Clemente! David Von Erich! 
Pelle Lindburgh! I’m not dead, but | 
know death, I’ve smelled its breath. 
Who knows what might happen to- 
morrow? Can you tell me about to- 
morrow? In the ring | know what I’m 
up against. Tomorrows | don’t know 
about. That’s a chance I’m unwilling 


to take.” 

Money is not the issue. In the hour 
I’ve been in his car, Kerry has pointed 
out a half-dozen tremendous lots the 
Von Erich family owns and that they 
plan to develop. One would think (al- 
though that one couldn’t be a sports 
fan) a family could settle down after a 
decade of hardship and trauma and 
enjoy the fruits of their labor. But then 
no one cheers for you out on the 
farm. 

I’ve finally gotten Kerry Von Erich 
to admit something. ‘‘I miss the fans 
terribly,’ he says. ‘“‘After so many 
years they become part of your life. 
I's a relationship only | understand. 
It’s a very personal thing.” 

The monumental Von Erich ego at 
work again? I would tell you if it was. 
Cheers do motivate this family, but the 
dynamic being described here is 
different. For a moment I almost be- 
lieve you have to be a Von Erich to 
understand the nature of their relation- 
ship with the fans. 

“| swear we must have received a 
million cards when David died,” Kerry 
reveals. ‘‘Prayers, letters, flowers, po- 
ems—it was so wonderful, so mov- 
ing—I can’t think of how to describe 
it. 

“When Mike was hospitalized, it 
was like that all over again. It seemed 
like everyone in Texas must have 
stopped by that hospital and wished 
him luck. People sat in vigils waiting 
for him to recover. The family hired 
secretaries to answer as much mail as 
we could. We were overwhelmed. 

“And I'll tell you, that support had 
as much to do with Mike recovering as 
all the medicines and medical know- 
how did. That boy was dead. And his 
fans brought him back.” 

Kerry was not finished and I was 
not inclined to stop him. I could only 
point out his fans are regarded with 
the same reverence by Kerry as he is 
by them. And that’s no lie. 

“Even though I experienced first- 
hand the tragedies of David and 
Mike,’ he continued, ‘tand thought | 
understood the commitment the people 
of Texas and throughout the country 
had for the Von Erich family, it wasn’t 
till my own injury that I had any real 
idea. | am so proud of these people 

so proud that I can fight for 
them, that I can provide for them the 
same happiness and support they pro- 
vide for me and my family.”’ 

The state of Texas skipped a beat 
when Kerry’s motorcycle skidded on 
the midnight pavement into the back 


(Continued on page 62) 


make all the difference! 
NEW 


Almost like a miracle — this latest 
Amazing Motionless Exercise discovery 
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develops muscular strength 3 times 
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New Amazing Invention 
—''Magic Art Reproduc- 
er."’ You can draw Your 
Family, Friends, ani- 
mats, landscapes, build- 
ings, vases, bowls of 
fruit, copy photos, com- 
ics, designs, maps, any- 
thing — Like An Artist 
Even if You CAN'T 
DRAW A Straight Line! 
Anything you want to 
draw is automatically 
seen on any sheet of pa- 
per thru the **Magic Art 
Reproducer.’' Then easi- 
ly follow the lines of 
the ‘Picture Image'' 
with a pencil for an 
original ‘professional 
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reduces or enlarges. 
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Amazing New Hercuplan 
Guarantees 


A NEW SHAPE 
IN 30 DAYS 
or pay nothing! 


Now gain the weight you need to develop the 
muscles you want in just 30 days. Turn that 
scrawny body of skin and bones into a powerful 
appealing shape. How? Simply take one-a-day 
Hercuplan tablets along with our scientifically 
prescribed meals. Don't let poor eating habits 
rob you of a powerful, attractive body. 

Just listen to what Hercuplan people have to 
say..."/'ve never looked so great in my life’. 
L.D., Chicago IL. "Thanks to your Hercuplan 
program | am now proud to be seenina bathing 
suit" L.M., Dallas TX. 

Guaranteed Results...Hercuplan program 
must work for you too or simply return the 
Hercuplan label for your full refund, Order your 
Hercuplan Program today to develop your new 
shape “tomorrow,” 

— — — Money Back Guarantee - — — — 
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The Official Pro Wrestling Illustrated and KO Magazine 
canvas tote bags are just right for carrying gym equipment 
and school books. They are also perfect as a 
lightweight overnight bag for those short business trips 
or when you sleep over at a friend’s house. 
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cotton canvas with web handles and a self-repairing zipper. 
Whatever your bag is, these tote bags are made for you. 
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Kerry Von Erich 


(Continued from page 61) 


of a patrol car. On the front page of 
every Texas paper, his injuries sup- 
planted whatever international crisis 
was then the rage. Newspapers had 
staff reporters at the hospital 24 hours 
a day. ‘Someone would’ve thought it 
was Tom Landry that had a car acci- 
dent,’”’ exclaimed a hospital worker. 
Pooh! On his best day, which is long 
passed, Tom Landry could never have 
generated the concern, the dire grief, 
that Kerry’s injuries did. 


A 


Von Erich, wrestling better than anyone had a 
right to expect, clamps the sleeperhold on his 
former best friend. 


Irony is a sportswriter’s tool as 
much as his pen and typewriter. This 
question was bloated with it (I asked 
him this one): ‘tAre the fans rushing 
you into this comeback? Do you feel 
the pressure from them to return so 
suddenly?” 

He stared, convinced | could no 
more understand his motivations as a 
professional athlete than I could rela- 
tivity. Or at least that’s what I 
thought. 

“There’s nothing worse than terrible 
regret,” he said straight out. ‘I want 
to feel I did everything in my power as 
a pro wrestler. I want to leave no 
stones unturned.”’ I feared he was get- 
ting vague, as athletes do as a defense 
mechanism. 

“Kerry are you doing this for the 
people?” Questions don’t get any 
simpler. 

“Tm a people’s wrestler,’’ he said. 
“A people’s champion if I’m good 
enough. You can’t separate us. That’s 
all you have to know, really. That’s 
the whole thing right there.”’ 


INFOCENTER 


Do you have a wrestling history question? A question about wrestling’s 
current events? How about a technical question regarding the rules of the 
sport? In each issue, Wrestling 87’s research department will provide the 

answers. Send your questions to: 


InfoCenter 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


u When did The Rock ’n’ Roll Ex- 
m press first become partners? Also, 
when are their birthdays? What were 
their championship title reigns?—Crystal 
Royal, New Orleans 
Ark Morton and Robert Gibson, 
u whose birthdays are September 21 
and July 19, respectively, began training 
together in late 1982 and wrestled their 
first match as a team in February 1983. 
They've held the Mid-South (now UWF) 
tag team title on two occasions—{1) From 
October 1], 1984, until December 3, 1984; 
they won the belts from The Midnight 
Express and lost them to Hercules Her- 
nandez and Ted DiBiase, and (2) From 
December 25, 1984, until May 3, 1985; 
they regained the belts from DiBiase and 
Hemandez, and lost them to DiBiase and 
Steve Williams. Morton and Gibson have 
also held the NWA World tag team title 
on three occasions—(1) From July 9, 1985, 
until October 13, 1985; they won the belts 
from Ivan Koloff and Krusher Khnishchev, 
and lost them to Ivan and Nikita Koloff, (2) 
From November 28, 1985, until February 
3, 1986; they won the belts from Ivan and 
Nikita Koloff, and lost them to The Mid- 
night Express, and (3) From August 16, 
1986. until December 6, 1986; they won 
the belts from The Midnight Express, and 
lost them to Manny Femandez and Rick 
Rude. 
nm | seem to remember that Abdullah 
athe Butcher, just a couple of years 
ago, was featured in some kind of martial 
arts movie. Can you tell me what movie 
this was?—Roger Contino, Dallas 
Ast movie you're thinking about 
mwas called Roaring Fire, and it 
starred Sonny Chiba, Duke Sanada, and 
Abdullah the Butcher. Abdullah received 
starring role status and was featured in 
most of the print advertising for the mov- 
ie. It was released in December 1982. 
alma real big fan of the Can-Am 
w Connection. Can you tell me 
when Rick Martel and Tom Zenk first be- 
gan wrestling? Also, I've heard Zenk is a 
former bodybuilding champion; can you 
tell me something about that?—JVicolle Vi- 
ola, Massapequa, NY 


A: Martel, a two-time former 
u WWF tag team champion and a 
former AWA World champion, wrestled 
his first match at the age of 16 on June 7, 
1972, in Nova Scotia. Tom Zenk, a former 
Pacific Northwest heavyweight champion, 
debuted in Lacrosse, Wisconsin, in early 
1984. Zenk, a protege of Martel’s for the 
past year or so, is a former Mr. Minneso- 
ta, Mr. Twin Cities, and Mr. North Coun- 
try bodybuilding champion. Martel and 
Zenk formed the Can-Am Connection in 
late 1986, and they've quickly rocketed to 
the number one contender’s spot for the 
WWF World tag team title. 

a My history teacher tells me that 

a Abraham Lincoln was a wrestler. 
Do you have any information or stories 
about this?—Michael Neary, Atlanta 
A: Not only was President Lincoln an 

savid wrestler, but several other 
U.S. presidents have been solid athletes 
with a strong grounding in the grappling 
science, including George Washington, 
Andrew Jackson, and Zachary Taylor. 
Benjamin Franklin is also said to have 
been a good wrestler. Nat Fleisher’s book 
From Milo To Londos (1936, C.J. O’Brien, 
Inc.), includes several pages on Lincoln's 


wrestling skills, and Fleisher notes that “to. 


Abraham Lincoln must go the credit for 
popularizing wrestling among the soldiers 
fof the American amny].” Lincoln, who 
held the post of captain of the Illinois vol- 
unteer army, “was most popular because 
of his hardiness and his strength and as 
wrestling was his hobby, the sport be- 
came an everyday amusement in his 
regiment.” 

gm What is the world record for the 

ashortest wrestling match ever?— 
linda Paulettine, Greensboro, NC 
BR: Several wrestlers lay claim to hold- 

wing such a record, but to the best 
of our knowledge, the record belongs to 
King Kong Bundy, who defeated S.D. 
Jones in nine seconds on March 31, 1985. 
Magnum T.A. probably holds the record 
for the most sub-20-second matches in the 
shortest amount of time, recording a se- 
nes of victories with a mere whip into 
ropes, a belly-to-belly suplex, and pinfall 
in late 1985 and early '86. & 
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New 1987 catalogue lists 
. hundreds of coins we want to | 
| buy and gives the price 
| range we will pay for these 
United States Coins Now 
<a you too can learn the rare 
dates and how to identity rare coins in your 
possession with our new 1987 catalogue. A for 
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coins until you obtain our catalogue. Millions 
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Start Instantly to Give you Sledge Hammer 
Bes Power and Strength. “Hammer Fists” 
weighted arm builders buckle on your wrists so you 


can wear them anytime at work or play. 


Reinforce Your Power. Build Your Strength. 
Silently, without any special effort, hour by hour, day 
by day your arms grow to new fearsome, sledge 
hammer, power. Just wearing ''Hammer Fists" give 
you the proud masculine feeling that says ''| can take 
care of myself,’ 


WARNING “Hammer Fists’ are intended only to im- 
prove the strength of the arms. They should not be 
worn during any fight, martial arts, boxing or physical 
contact sports. The weight added to the arm increases 
the danger of serious injury to an opponent, 


Order “Hammer Fists’ power packed weighted 
wristband, Use for 10 days. If you don’t see im- 
mediate and growing improvements in the size and 
strength of your arms; if you don’t instantly feel more 
powerful, more masculine, more capable, more 
fearless—You can return it for refund of the full pur- 
chase price. Send just $4.98 plus 75¢ shipping for 
one. ($8.98 plus $1.50 shipping for two). 
“Hammer Fist” Dept. 26429 
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RATINGS 


Ratings for the Top 10 and for Tag Teams are based on 
won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, 
and the inherent skill of each wrestler. Most Hated and 
Most Popular ratings are based on nationwide surveys of 
wrestling fans and on mail that comes to our offices. Other 
categories are compiled with the assistance of wrestlers, 
promoters, and reporters, with the number one positions 
being awarded to the major champion in each regional 
category as of press time. 


TOP10 


6—TERRY GORDY 
No. 2 contender: UWF title 


7—NICK BOCKWINKEL 
AWA World champion 
8—KEVIN VON ERICH 
World Class champion 
9—LEX LUGER 
No. 1 contender: U.S. title 


10—STEVE WILLIAMS 
No. 1 contender; UWF title 


1—RIC FLAIR 
NWA World champion 


2—HULK HOGAN 

WWF World champion 
3—NIKITA KOLOFF 

U.S. heavyweight champion 
4—RANDY SAVAGE 

WWF Intercontinental champion 


5—RICK STEAMBOAT 
No. 1 contender: WWF I-C title 


MOST POPULAR 


1—HULK HOGAN 6—STEVE WILLIAMS 
302, Venice Beach, CA 265, Tulsa, OK 
2—BARRY WINDHAM 7—RODDY PIPER 
236, Sweetwater, TX 231, Glasgow. Scotland 
3—NIKITA KOLOFF 8—KEVIN VON ERICH 
275, Moscow, Russia 239, Denton, TX 
4—RICK STEAMBOAT 9—JIMMY SNUKA 
238, Honolulu, HI 251, Fiji Islands 


5—DUSTY RHODES 10—BRAD ARMSTRONG 
302, Austin, TX 226, Marietta, GA 


NWA 
World Champion: RIC FLAIR 243, Minneapolis, MN 

1—NIKITA KOLOFF 6—BAD NEWS ALLEN 

275, Moscow, Russia 280, New York, NY 
2—TULLY BLANCHARD 7—BILL DUNDEE 

235, San Antonio, TX 214, Melbourne, Australia 
3—BARRY WINDHAM 8—DICK MURDOCH 

236, Sweetwater, TX 270, Waxahachie, TX 
4—DUSTY RHODES 9—CARLOS COLON 

302, Austin, TX 246, Bayamon, Puerto Rico 


5—LEX LUGER 10—RIP OLIVER 
268, Chicago, IL 245, Tampa, FL 


WWF 
World Champion: HULK HOGAN 302, Venice Beach, CA 


6—JAKE ROBERTS 
246, Stone Mountain, GA 


7—PAUL ORNDORFF 
253, Brandon, FL 
8—HERCULES HERNANDEZ 
275, Tampa, FL 
9—BILLY JACK HAYNES 
245, Portland, OR 


10—TITO SANTANA 


245, Tocula, Mexico 


1—RANDY SAVAGE 
245, Sarasota, FL 


2—ANDRE THE GIANT 
497, Grenoble, France 
3—RICK STEAMBOAT 
238, Honolulu, HI 
4—RODDY PIPER 
231, Glasgow, Scotland 


5—KAMALA 
402, Uganda 
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TAG TEAMS 
1—THE ROAD WARRIORS 


No. 2 contenders to NWA tag team title 
2—BRETT HART & JIM NEIDHARDT 
WWF World tag team champions 
3—THE MIDNIGHT ROCKERS 
AWA World tag team champions 
4—MANNY FERNANDEZ & RICK RUDE 
NWA World tag team champions 
5—THE ROCK 'N’ ROLL EXPRESS 
No. 1 contenders to NWA tag team title 
6—RICK MARTEL & TOM ZENK 
No, 1 contenders to WWF tag team title 
7—BARRY WINDHAM & RONNIE GARVIN 
U.S. tag team champions 
8—TERRY TAYLOR & CHRIS ADAMS 
UWF tag team champions 
9—THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 
No. 1 contenders to U.S. tag team title 


10—BRIAN ADIAS & AL MADRIL 


World Class tag team champions 


MOST HATED 


1—ANDRE THE GIANT 6—JAKE ROBERTS 
497, Grenoble, France 246, Stone Mountain, GA 


2—RANDY SAVAGE 7—TULLY BLANCHARD 

245, Sarasota, FL 235, San Antonio, TX 
3—RIC FLAIR 8—TERRY GORDY 

243, Minneapolis, MN 289, Chattanooga, TN 
4—COL. DeBEERS 9—BRIAN ADIAS 

265, Cape Town, South Africa 238, Denton, TX 


5—LEX LUGER 10—ONE MAN GANG 
268, Chicago, IL 468, Chicago, IL 


AWA 
World Champion: NICK BOCKWINKEL 245, Beverly Hills, CA 


1—CURT HENNIG 6—GREG GAGNE 
235, Minneapolis, MN 220, Robbinsdale, MN 


2—JIMMY SNUKA 7—AUSTIN IDOL 

251, Fiji Islands 240, Las Vegas, NV 
3—COL. DeBEERS 8—KEVIN KELLY 

265, Cape Town, South Africa 271, Oakland, CA 
4—LARRY ZBYSZKO 9—SUPER NINJA 

248, Pittsburgh, PA 263, Japan 


5—MR. SAITO 10—LEON WHITE 
247, Japan 375, Denver, CO 


UWF 
UWF Champion: ONE MAN GANG 468, Chicago, IL 

1—STEVE WILLIAMS 6—SUPER NINJA 

265, Tulsa, OK 217, Japan 
2—TERRY GORDY 7—MICHAEL HAYES 

289, Chattanooga, TN 255, Marietta, GA 
3—TED DiBIASE 8—RICK STEINER 

247, Omaha, NB 265, Detroit, MI 
4—TERRY TAYLOR 9—SAM HOUSTON 

225, Vero Beach, FL 218, Waco, TX 


5—STING 10—SAVANNAH JACK 
270, parts unknown 246, Savannah, GA 


WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


1—TULLY BLANCHARD 
235, San Antonio, TX 


2—LEX LUGER 
268, Chicago, IL 
3—DUSTY RHODES 
302, Austin, TX 
4—DICK MURDOCH 
270, Waxahachie, TX 


5—BARRY WINDHAM 
236, Sweetwater, TX 


9—VLADIMIR 


FLORIDA 


1—KEVIN SULLIVAN 
252, Boston, MA 


2—SCOTT HALL 
290, Minneapolis, MN 


260, Perry, 


220, Sweetwater, TX 
5—STEVE ARMSTRONG 
234, Marietta, GA 


CONTINENTAL 


1—EXOTIC ADRIAN STREET 
227, South Wales 


2—JIMMY GOLDEN 
234, Montgomery, AL 

3—BUDDY LANDELL 
236, Los Angeles, CA 

4—TONY ANTHONY 
248, New Orleans, LA 


5—WENDELL COOLEY 
220. Milton, FL 


Something new: Don't touch that dial. . . 
these are the Wrestling 87 ratings pages. 
They just look a bit different. As of this is- 
sue, we've added a special designation for 
the top champion in each area, meaning 
that there are now 11 wrestlers rated in 
each area: the champion plus 10 top 
contenders. 

Actually, not much has changed. The 
champion who had previously been rated 
number one in his area has now been giv- 
enachampion's listing. The man who 
would have been rated number 11—and 
wouldn't have made the ratings—is now at 
number 10. 

The automatic champions’ ratings re- 
main basically the same: U.S. champion 
(number one in the NWA), Intercontinental 
champion (number one in the WWF), Tex- 
as champion (number one in World Class), 
Florida champion (number one in Flonda), 


U.S. Champion: NIKITA KOLOFF 275, Moscow, 
6—BRAD ARMSTRONG 
226, Marietta, GA 

7—ARN ANDERSON 
249, Minneapolis, MN 


8—TIM HORNER 
235, Morristown, TN 


281, Moscow, Russia 


10—OLE ANDERSON 
256, Minneapolis, MN 


Southern & Fla. Champion: BAD NEWS ALLEN 280, New York, NY 
6—RON SIMMONS 


7—ED GANTNER 
269, Tampa, FL 


235, Tampa, FL 
10—CHRIS CHAMPION 


228, Tasmania 


Continental Champion: RON FULLER 244, Dyresburg, TN 
6—HEADHUNTER | 
251, New Guinea 
7—TOM PRITCHARD 
220, Houston, TX 
8—LARRY HAMILTON 
235, Jacksonville, TN 
9—HEADHUNTER Il 
255, New Guinea 


10—RIP ROGERS 
238, Atlanta, GA 
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Russia 


280, Queens, NY 


260, Arlington, TX 


3—TONY ATLAS 
247, Roanoke, VA 


4—BOB BRADLEY 


PETROV 


5—BRIAN ADIAS 
238, Denton, TX 


GA 


2—JERRY LAWLER 
234, Memphis, TN 


3—KAREEM MUHAMMAD 8—DEWEY FORTE 3—TOMMY RICH 
297, Africa 297, Tampa, FL 232, Hendersonville, TN 
4—KENDALL WINDHAM 9—SEAN ROYAL 4—BIG BUBBA 


407, San Antonio, 
5—GOLIATH 


4—LELANI KAI 
127, Honolulu, HI 


5—WENDI RICHTER 
142, Dallas, TX 


ANALYSIS 


Austin Idol slugs Jerry Lawler. 


WORLD CLASS 
World Class Champion: KEVIN VON ERICH 239, Denton, TX 


1i—DINGO WARRIOR 
2—LANCE VON ERICH 


238, Washington, DC 


MID-SOUTHERN 
Mid-Southern Champion: AUSTIN IDOL 240, Las Vegas, NV 


1—SOUL TRAIN JONES 
245, Pittsburgh, PA 


420, Pittsburgh, PA 


1—MISTY BLUE SIMMES 
118, Glens Falls, NY 

2—SHERRI MARTEL 
132, New Orleans, 


3—FABULOUS MOOLAH 
138, Columbia, SC 


For period ended February 19, 1987 


6—BLACK BART 
261, Pampa, TX 


7—MIKE VON ERICH 
221, Denton, TX 
8—STEVE SIMPSON 
230, Johannesburg, South Africa 
9—ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER 
360, Sudan 


10—AL MADRIL 
235, Los Angeles, CA 


6—JONATHAN BOYD 

287, New Zealand 
7—JEFF JARRETT 

200, Hendersonville, TN 
8—BOY TONY 

231, St. Louis, MO 
9—PAUL DIAMOND 

235, Thunder Bay, Ontario 


10—TRACY SMOTHERS 
236, Atlanta, GA 


TX 


6—VELVET McINTYRE 
135, Dublin, lreland 
7—LINDA DALLAS 
109, Dallas, TX 
8—CANDI DIVINE 
127, Nashville, TN 
9—JUDY MARTIN 
137, Conway, SC 


10—DONNA CHRISTENTELLO 
149, Pittsburgh, PA 


LA 


Mid-Southem International champion 
(number one in the Mid-Southem area), 
and Southeast champion (number one in 
the Continental area). 

What’s he doing there? You're no doubt 
wondering what Austin Idol is doing in the 
AWAratings. No, he hasn't left the Mid- 
Southem area. But for years, the Mid-South- 
em title has been referred to in the Mem- 
phis area as the “AWA Southem title.” And 
recently in the Mid-Southem area, there's 
been a war waged over shots at AWA 
World champion Nick Bockwinkel. 

So it only makes sense that the Mid- 
Southem champion be considered for a 
rating in the AWA category. 

That's Austin Idol, and that's what he’s 
doing there. 

Mail: If it’s about our ratings, send it to: 
“Ratings Analysis” c/o Wrestling 87, Box 
48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571. 
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Mike Von Erich was found not guilty by a Denton County Court jury 
on charges of misdemeanor assault Stemming from an incident on 


May 30, 1985, in a Lewisville, Texas, hospital. The trial in 
Denton County Court Number Two lasted seven days and came to an 
end as the jury met for only two hours on February 11. The 
prosecution charged that Von Erich knocked out an emergency room 
doctor while awaiting treatment at the hospital. According to 
Molly Fennell, a reporter who covered the trial for the Fort 
Worth Star-Telegram, the defense claimed that Von Erich had 
dislocated his shoulder three days earlier and had been to the 
emergency room three times to treat the pain. This time, he got 
into a confrontation with one of the nurses when he was left 
waiting for a long time. According to the defense, Dr. Timothy 
Shepard came out and told Von Erich, ''I'm going to kick your ass 
out of here." Von Erich stood up and the doctor reached out to 
push him back but hit him in the sore shoulder. Mike responded by 
punching the doctor in the face. Shepard was rendered briefly 
unconscious. At the trial, Von Erich admitted to having punched 
the doctor but claimed that he was provoked. The jury agreed and 
Von Erich was acquitted. Von Erich faced a maximum fine of $2,000 
and one year in prison. The trial received widespread coverage in 
all three Dallas-Fort Worth area newspapers and spot television 
coverage. A civil suit brought by Shepard against Von Erich is 
still pending. 


The Fabulous Ones have split up. Stan Lane and Steve Xeirn, the 
former United States (Florida) tag team champions, have gone 
their separate ways after a mutual decision to dissolve the 
popular tag team. From all reports, the separation was amicable. 
Lane immediately headed for the World Championship area and will 
probably wrestle on his own. Keirn remained in Memphis and will 
also wrestle in singles matches. There have been rumors, however, 
that Keirn is looking into a private real estate business and 
might retire. The Fabulous Ones were immensely popular in 
Florida, but might have been worn down by a long, bloody feud 
with The Sheepherders. ''Stan and I did some great things as a 
team, but the time comes when you have to call it quits,'' said 
Keirn. ''A lot of tag teams just don't know when to stop and then 
they turn sour. We decided that we had done everything we could 
do. I certainly wish Stan the best of luck and I know we'll keep 
in’ GFouch:.!! 


Jim Garvin has turned good and reassociated himself with his 
brother Ronnie. It all happened on February 14 in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, when Ronnie and Barry Windham were wrestling The 
Midnight Express. Garvin was on the offensive when Cornette ran 
into the ring and threw fire at his face. Suddenly, Jim Garvin 
ran into the ring with Precious, Windham, and Dusty Rhodes. Jim 
and Precious took Ronnie back to the dressing room and Jim 
admitted publicly for the first time in this area that Ronnie is 
his brother. By now, Jim was out of control and he headed for the 
rulebreakers' dressing room. There, he choked Cornette and had to 
be dragged away. Finally, he and Precious drove Ronnie to a 
nearby hospital. 


In just a short time, you can be ready to 
join one of the fastest growing industries 
in America... an industry where quali- 
fied men are making from $25.00 to 
$30.00 per hour... and that’s just for 


labor. Parts, engines and accessories add 
even more to ie profits. 


Because the small engine industry has 
grown so quickly, an acute shortage of 
qualified Small Engine Professionals exists 
throughout the country. In fact, it’s not un- 


three to four weeks behind in the summer 
and at least a week behind in the winter. 
When you see how many small engines are 
in use today, it’s easy to understand why 
qualified men command such high prices 
— as much as $49.95 for a simple tune-up 
that takes less than an hour! 


You get all this Professional equipment with your 
course, PLUS 4 H.P. Engine.... ALL YOURS TO 
KEEP.... All at NO EXTRA COST. 


in SMALL ENGINE ' 
service and repair ; 


Start your own money 


65-million small engines 
are in service today! 


That’s right — there are over sixty-five 
million 2-cycle and 4-cycle small engines 
in service across the U.S.A. That’s the 
official count from the Engine Service 
Assn., and new engines are being built at 
a rate of one-million per month! With 
fully accredited and approved 
Foley-Belsaw training, you can soon 
have the skill and knowledge to-make top 
money servicing these engines. Home- 
owners and businessmen will seek you 
out and pay you well to service and re- 
pair their lawnmowers, tillers, edgers, 
power rakes, garden tractors, chain 
saws, mini-bikes, go-carts, snowmo- 
biles, generators, snowblowers, paint 
sprayers... the list is almost endless. 


Po experience necessary. 
You don’t need to be a ‘born mechanic’ 
or have prior experience. If you can read, 
you can master this profitable trade right 
at home, in your sparetime, without miss- 
ing a single paycheck. Lessons are fully 
illustrated—so clear you can’t go wrong. 


Send TODAY 
for this 
fact-filled 


FREE 


. BEAT INFLATION! 
Cash in on the 
huge demand for 
small engine repair. 


Work part time, full time 
right at home- we help you 
every step of the way. 


sis Vs : 
Making business! 


You receive trade secrets 
and business plans. 


We guide you every step of the way, 
including tested and proven instructions 
on how to get business, what to charge, 
how to get free advertising, where to get 
supplies wholesale...all the “tricks of 
the trade"’... all the inside facts you need 
to agsure success right from the start. 


Increased Income 


“I've had about 8 
years experience 
repairing small en- 
gines... but re- 
pairs were only 
minor... until 1 
started the Foley- 
Belsaw Course." 


Walter H. Strick 
Campbell, California 


With our famous ‘learn-by-doing’ train- 
ing method, you get practical ‘hands-on’ 
experience with specialized tools and 
equipment that you'll receive with your 
training plus a brand-new 4 HP engine— 
all yours to keep! 


SEND FOR FREE FACTS! 

You risk nothing by accepting this 
offer to find out how Foley-Belsaw 
training can give you the skills you need 
to increase your income ina high-profit, 
recession-proof business of your own. 


Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 
send postcard) to receive full information 
and details by return mail. DO IT TODAY! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE of 
SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 


51139 Field Bldg., Kansas City, MO. 64111 


There is NO OBLIGATION and 
NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! 


BOOKLET! === -- 22-2 oo cneatslccessencas- 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 51139 FIELD BUILDING 


KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64111 


C1 YES, please send me the FREE booklet that 
gives full details about starting my own business in 
Small Engine Repair. | understand there is no obligation 
and that no salesman will call. 
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or Fulltime business of 
your own PLUS Sapte City = 
delails on gu 3 
K Tria State Zip 
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Offer! 
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Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


LORDS OF THE RING 


The first wrestling videotape ever is a power-packed hour of action 
and excitement featuring highlights from some of the most memora- 
ble matches and star-studded cards ever held. 


Some Of The Historic Matches You Will See: 

®@Kerry Von Erich wins the NWA title from Ric Flair 

@Ric Fiair’s victory over Kerry in their Japanese rematch 

@ Roddy Piper vs. Greg Valentine in a dog-collar match 

@ Ric Flair regains the NWA title from Harley Race in a bloody cage 
match at ‘‘Starrcade ’83” 

@The Road Warriors vs. The Fabulous Ones 

@The Von Erichs vs. The Freebirds 

@ Junkyard Dog vs. The Missing Link 

@Plus: A Tribute To David Von Erich; Comedian Andy Kaufman's 
match against Jerry Lawler; George Thorogood’s hard-rocking MTV 
video hit ‘Willie And The Hand Jive” 

@ All this, and much, much more. 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ $5.00 postage & handling) 
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Make check or money order payable and send to: \ 
TV SPORTS 
BOX 48 LORDS OF THE RING | 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


Please check which format you want: 


$44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & handling) for each 
tape | am ordering. 
Name 

Address 

City 
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| 
| 
Please rush me copies of Lords Of The Ring. | enclose 
l 
| 
| 
l 


State’ _.. Zip. ~~ 


Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


RINGMASTERS: 


THE GREAT AMERICAN BASH 


The latest from the PWI video library is an hour of action from ‘The 
Great American Bash’’—one of 1985’s best cards. More than 30,000 
people filled Charlotte Stadium to witness an evening of super wres- 
tling excitement. Order the tape today and reserve your ringside seat 
for the hottest ticket in wrestling. 


The Card At “The Great American Bash”: 

@ Main Event: Ric Flair vs. Nikita Koloff for the NWA World title 
@The Road Warriors vs. Ivan Koloff & Krusher Khrushchev 

®@ Dusty Rhodes vs. Tully Blanchard (cage match) 

®Magnum T.A. vs. Kamala 

@Jimmy Valiant vs. Paul Jones 

®@Ole & Arn Anderson vs. Buzz Sawyer & Dick Slater 

® Buddy Landell vs. Ron Bass 

®Plus an outrageous six-man tag team match 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ $5.00 postage & handling) 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 


TV SPORTS 

BOX 48 RINGMASTERS 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! 
Please check which format you want: 0 VHS 0 Beta 


1 
Please rush me ...... copies of Ringmasters: The Great American 
Bash. | enclose $44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & 
handling) for each tape | am ordering. 
Name 

Address 

City 
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State _ Zip ___ 


For all orders except U.S. & Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape ordered for air mail. 
U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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